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A shout bnm from the willd riders. “Hurrah! hurrah! hurrah!' “flas the beauties ;p!” etled Jack M in derision.
We have the first round.” shouted Frank James. , and Wo'll have more. scene hacl now beem
changed. Tne lines had been broken, and it would be & chase with & little hope for the hondiu.
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The James Bays' Dash for Life or Death:

THE DETECTIVE’ S SECRET SNARE.

By D. W. STEVENS,

Author of t«The James Boys' Dead-Shot Legion,” *‘ithe James Boys’ Fight for Millions,” “The James Boys in a Trap,” ete.

THE BANDIT3 BETRAYED.

TWENTY horsemen were ruling through a
wooded valley in Missouri. A war-like party it
wag, for the atbletic men who compesed it were
Btern and armed for aggressive work. Finely
mouated, they appeared able to fight or run,
though oue would say their preference would
be for tfighting.

# Jesse, where do we camp?” asked one.

“lim any secluded placo we can fifid
was the reply. "\We are too near the crisis to
let any thought of luxury, or even comfort, in-
fiuence vs.”

v What will the night bring to we?*

v I will bring the treasure that isin the bans,
or death?”.

*@H! I reckon we shall sueceed™

«JThat is what we are here for, but Wwe must
not he forgetful of the fact tbat we have invaded
aaedtionwhere we can hope for no help from the
people, and must necessarily meet With deter-
mined oppesition from hostile forees.”

“Tiine Jumes Boys usually do what they under-
take.”

“We will try oot to spoil our record, but we
bave all admitted that this is a reckless attempt,
sty ’l‘homts Berry has assured us that there is

* Frank, come with me and we will see what
he is,” said Jesse James.

The road ran parallel to the valley they were
lollomng, and, when they came to a favorable
point, the Jnmes Boys made ther way up the
bank and entered the road. They were juat
ahead of the youth, but be did not seem to re-
ciprocate their interest and would bhave passed
at a gallop.

Jesse barred his way and stopped him.

“ Where are you going?" he asked.

‘The boy looked snrmyed but not frightened.

# To the next towu,” he replied.

“ Why?*

“ What is that to you?”"

* Nothing, only 1 am enrious

“ Well, if it will do you any good 1 will say
thal 1 have a telegram Lam carryiug.”

“ To winom?"

* See here, do you think this is an informa-
tmn bureau"‘ demanded the boy, with sarcasm.

" Well it aify

He essnyed to pass, but his way was again
blocked.

“ Get away from me!" he exelalmnd angrily.

“ Let us see that el

* Let you see it? Well, 1 will not. Whbat do
you take me for?” and the boy swelled with fresh

in the of the
bank, and that the break will he easy and quick.
It idall a quanllnn of whether we cau get safely
away with our plunder.”

* 1 reckon we can trust to our horses' heels”

*v¥es, Frank, but think of the forces of law
that will be after us™

“True, but we must succeed. Yes, we will
succeed, and then the cowmtry will again ring
with the exploits of the James Boys?"

The comversation was enough to reveal the
identity of the riders, who were the noted band
which was so long led by Jesse and Frank
Jame3. It was the time when they were at the
beigiit of their power, and when Missouri bad
cause to tremble at sound of their names.

Besides the two leaders the band, on Wiis occa-
sion, was comj Cole, Bob, Jim and John
Younger, Jim Cumming, Jagk Keene, Ed M-
Millan, Bill Chadwell, Clell Miller, Dick Littl
Wood Hite, Hobbs I(erry. Oll and George Shep-
pardi-adll of whom were old stand-bys—and
Mart Bray, AWl Rose, Reese Wright and Bard
Morrow, the Jast four being desperate fellows
whe had been taken in for the time being to en-
1arge the fiighting force.

It was the present mission 6f the band to rob
a bank which they were to reach on this might.

Suddenly Jim Cummins broke in rather anx-
fously :

“ Yonder boy seems to be in haste.”

All looked and saw a young fellow of about,

twenty years Scurrying along the road in the
rear and fast owertaking them. Their wild life
hud made them suspicious of every one, and all
things they could not understand, and there was
general dissatisfaction as they surveyed the other
Fider,

v Jesse, 1 don't like that," said Frank James.

™ What do you think?

* He does not go like one whe rides for pm
tire, nor yet like ope in search of a doctor, yet
he seems to have important business on hamd."

The feeling of all was that they ought net to
let thia person pass, especially as he came fram
the nearest railroad station, and where there
was a.telegraph office.

* Easy, my young mam' requested Jesse.
“ It will do you no good to make a kick about
this, for we shall not heed it. I say we want to
see tIhnt pnper, and we willl Hand it over!”

“

Jesse dren a revolver and covered the mes-
senger.

* Then I will shoot youl®

The revolver and the ferocious look the bandit
put on suddenly aroused the boy to the situa-
tion. Before he had not bad a thought of vio-
lence or danger, and now that these things were
presented to him he changed front quickly. He
waa pot of a bold wature, and he grew pale.

* For mercy's sake, don't (im&™ he cried.
“ You can see the telegrnm 1 don't know that
it mll da uny h-m\

t a bit.*

Jesse felt like smiling, but he repressed the
impulge, and received the telegram with out-
ward gravity. Breaking it opem, he read as
follows:

“To J. D. ELY, CoxsTABLR:

DEAR m.—vam will please call out all of
the machinery of law that you can raise to assist
me in catching the James Boys. They are mov-
ing toward this poiot, and will pass your town
shortly. They will doubtless take due precau-
tlons to ride secretly, so look sharply. Their
objeet ia to rob the bank in this town. Of this
fact we have received informatiom from Mr.
Thowmas Berry, whe has made them believe he
i8 In §ym pAUNy with them, 1 suspeet he was at
the start, but he hag weakened and given me
due lﬂfﬂfmi@l@ﬂ; 86 1t i8 nEW mken like a deeoy

ma. We have au: all of the eounty forees af
8 |?ma e e, gamgtéﬂahgs{gg
uta ddl 86iz6 8F hl mswﬂ

8k 18 ne amm M‘ naay m
é eué

BWEF. iﬁfgﬂéﬁh §B\i eall; iﬂ%

* €aRL GF nzsnz"

fl Dlsmny, snrpme and rage were in furn dle-
picted th
" What |s m!f‘ asked Fraok.

Jesse held out the paper, and Frank soon pe-
rused all there was in it. Then it was bis tira
to feel the emotions that Jesse had showii.

“THumder! what a blow!" he exclsi
“ What are you going to do?

The bandit king had been trying to get eon-
trol of himsell. He now made a gesture (o &n-
]om silence, and then turned to the boy.

Nt will go with us,” he announced.

“Go with you!" replied the bey. paling.

* Why should 17
I tell you to.”

“But 1do not wish—"

v Silkenoalt*

Jesse James gave the countrgman
which frightened him into stillness. 118 did not
know who these men were nor what the matier
was, hut he did realize that his life, perhaps, de-
pended upon his keeping mmsauﬁ ML OF fOFS
dangeF than he was already

“Thie his bands,” dlrecuum. with a me<
tion to Frank.

The boy was secured, and then all went &8
where the rest of the baud walted. Tlie prison-
er was kept somewhat apart in eharge of Frank,
while Jesse explained the situation 'te the ethpf
bandits. There was a storm at once.

* Betrayed!" cried Jack Keene, “ By the
fiends! some oue will have to die for that!”

“ [t seems likely to be us,” replied Jesse.

s “ Whall do you lose courage?” demauded Oft
heppal

“ D|d you ever know me to do thai?

“ Tnen don't worry about my doing it M

“ We are to have Carl Greene after as
more,” said Cole Younger. * Will the daf.eéms
never let up? We have made tralls aud &ro8s-
trails all over Missouri in oar attempts to K
away from him, but he keepa wp tiie huAt
cheertully as ever.”

* What about the scoundrel whe bas s6ld &§

13068

out to Carl?” demanded Jack Keane.

* Never mind Tom Berry now,” dirested J’?§§€
James. “ We can see to him later 68, Ui "ﬁ
is one thinz which can't Ba ﬁﬁlpaﬂid
course you all see how we a s
treachery has put us in vnm Bﬂfll fsr EaF| ﬁ?ﬁoi
only has fis deteetive fores U8, 9
mcordln;} to thin dispateh, ! é EB%W
ner, aw, and more oF ié mllmi
you un knew mm fe 19ﬁ aﬂa nawms Ha
people are sure
s ébac W st gwa ua au? atlamﬁi

" Yes,"” Jim Cummins sgreed,

“ We shall do well to save our owh Bacen."
added Cole Younger.
“ Are we all agreed in this?” asked Jesss:
v n:in » replled Ed MeMillan.

It was a chorus of voiees, And if ma of the
peril of tlie hour with eloguenes. THeY Wef&
men who usually, if eonfronted wnm E 13
when seeking to aceomplish

;nuld unanimously fisist UpeR g%mgg (] ée %

The|r oppmnte course, now, was preef that
they saw too much to be risked if they persist:

ed.
“THmt is settled,” remarked (he leader.
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“ Now, we Mave nothiug to do but to look to
our own safety. Who has a plan?”
Alll were silent.
“ Speak out,"” urged Jesse.
* We mast back out,” answered Cole Young+
er, hnt how it's to be done I won’t attempt to

it yourself, Jesse,” advised Jim Cums-
f you can see Uie way clear, and we
are with you."

“ It seems to me Lk our best way is to re-
treat, not by the comrse we have come, but hy
means of a right-angled dash toward the west.

* That is wise,"” said Cole.

** Does the telegram explain which way the
ia are coming from?” inquired Jack Keene.

* Na.»

“ Then we have no clew whateven?”"

* Nome.”

* Your way may be bestr.”

The bandit king was mach gratified to fimd
them all with him so unhesitatingly, and he
waited to say no more. Calliug Frank, he
directed him to keep the boy prisomer alomg
with them for the time, and all swung into the
saddte.

As he did so, Jack Keene chanced to glance
down the valley 1n the direction whence they
had come, and a cry escaped him.

1 Loaak!™

* Where?"

“Dend soutin™

* What is that glimmer among the trees?*

By my life}” exclaimed Jesse, “it is the
light falling on bayoners!"

“Te militia is coming!™

+ They are marching this way!*

“ Coolly, men,” cautioned Jesse. * Wearein
for it, but the end is not yet. We have seen so)-
diergjbefore. Keep culm and ride after me.”

He gazed anxionaly towards the quarter of
danger. Visible the glimmer still was, but the
men who wore the bayoumets were not yet to be
seen. Despite this, Jesse did not dare to Jead
his men up the west bank of the valley. It
would make them very conspicoous, and discov-
ery was liable to follow at once from such s
move,

“ We must hold onr old line o( march for @
ghort distance,” he decided. ** When around
the bend, we can get out this depression to
higher grwnd. Come?”

The band maved on.

_The fulling in spirita hrought abmll by this

y was a8
ment, and they were no longer lhl dnlhmg riders
they bad beem. They were not frightened, but it
was hard to lose the treasure they had coveted.

Several minutes pasged, and then Cole, who
was riding by Jesse's side, suddealy grasped the
leader's arm.

** Look!" he exclaimed.

No explanation was needed.

His face was turned toward the weatern bank,
and ag all looked up there they saw another line
of glmenug hlymm. More, they saw the men
who earri

The latter were marchmg along the bank with
soldierly precision, and the uniforms they wore
told the rest.

“ More goldiers!” gasped Hobba Kerry.

*Funnder! they seem to be on ail sides of
nal”

**That party is big enough, so they ought to
wipe ug out at one mouthful, horses and ajl.”

“I dom’t like those muskets they carry.”

* We are not seen yet."

These words ran along the line, but Jesse
James’ voice broke in decisively.

“hown the valley!” he cried. *IK they see
us the dickens will be ta pny Ride bard!"

¢ See, on the east

“NMore ment l‘ll bet my life those are €arl
Greene’s deloeties!!

“ Only one way opeu now, and that takes us
In the direction we don‘'t want to go. By my
Jite! thia may prove the hottest ride we ever had,
Fun'tn yield an inch, boys, but trust to our old
uck!!

Lack was with them thus far, sarely, for while
they had seen each party of their foes, nane had
noticed them in return.  Well would it be for
them if they were not discovered. As freely as
they had goue here and there over Missouri soil
there was a limit to their hopes, amd they knew
they were on dangerous grownd. Discovery
migm‘. mean death te all:

It was a creepy feeling of nerves even for the
bardened adventurers ns they fans went on in
piain sight of the foe, owing their freedom from
discovery merely to the chance which had kept
the searchers fram discovering them aasoon a8
they were seen by the bandittl

Finally the natare of the ground changed a

little as they went on, and there was a general
sigh ol relief as the high bank hid the marching
line from q

* Erank,” uald Jesse, * where do you think
we may safely ascend to the upper ground?*

“ Why not pause and reconnoiter?’

“ That will be wlle. Stay here, all of you,
and I will myseif go up. It may do much good.”

Leaping from lhe back of his horge he went
as planned.

Reaching the top of the bank he made use of
the shelter of a thicket aud looked out om the
level Jand.

“ Thunder!” he muttered.

It waa an exclamation of dismay, and there
was good cause forit. Look where he might he
saw men, soldiers and others, moving as if with
a definite object. The whole town seemed fillled
with them.

« Surrounded, and by a hundred times our
own numbers!” Jesse cried.

A GAME OF BULLETS,

IT was no wonder that the bandit king was
alarmed. If the men whom he saw were igno-
rant of his owm presence there was every evi-
dence in their aystematic coarse that they were
moving with a clear object in view, and he well
knew what that object was.

They had the bandit raiders hemmed in,
they were narrowing their lines so as to
them into the smallest of traps.

“tHlard work ahead of us,” muttered Jesse
James. ‘it will be a running fight, if we can
once break through their lines, which is not cer-
tain, and the odds will be all against us. Where
can we go¥”

Eagerly he surveyed the hostile torce,

“Tihe weakest point i3 to the north,” he said,
anon. “That is where, according to this rele-
gram, they are not fully informed of our move-
ments as yet. Clearly, our way must be there,
and there we will go.”

He hastened down the bank and rejoined his
men. A few words sufficed to make all plain.

*\Now,” he added, ** we mast lose no time.
Let our coarse be head]ong, and when the pinch
comes let us Hght our way. Are yon with me,

oy

* Every man!"’ declared Jack Keene, and there
was a marmur of agsent from the rest.

* Harrah for the James Boys!” cried Cole
Younger.

The cheer conld not be given in its full sense,
but there was a tize in thelr eyes which teld a
plain story.

Jesae's own eyes glittered with satistaction.

“eBoys, yon please me,” he reiurned, “ and
you may be sare we will give a good account of
ourselves. Let ns cut our way to safety, and
lose no time. Forward!

Again they moved on, but they were fast ap:
proaching the time of discovery. The valley had
narrowed untit it was little more than a ravine,
Crooked of course, it did not permit them to see
far in advance, and each moment bronght new
scenes to their gaze,

Thus, it was only in keeping With the general
rule when they passed a slight eorve and 8aw an
unwelcome sight on one bunk.

On a rock stood a man, rifle in hand. He wag
engaged in surveying the country around, and as
lie was almost above them he could not fail to
see them. This be did, and as they looked up he
gazea down and the discovery was simultaneous.

“odypiter!” exclaimed Frank, in dismay.

“Ilt is Carl Greene,” added Jesse, shutting his

nd man of all men among
detectives who bad givea them the most trouble;
the shrewdest and moat persevering member of
his profession in Missouri.

His surpritse mast have been greater than
theirs, yet he saon recovered and found power
of speech.

“4fbo, Jease James!” he eried, “yyoor ride ie
over. Surremder*

“ What old farmer are you?" retorted the ban-
disdainfully.

Iam your rm.nar »

* You have not p! it in the past.™

* This day will tell a different stony.™

* Are you fool enough to think you can take
us?

1 should be foofish to doubt ™

“ Walt and sem”

“ It will not be a long wait, I have my own
force, and the full legal powers of three coun-
ties, and 8 ]ﬂ#ﬂ cemmand of militia. Ceu you
éfy them !

** We can, and do.™

dit

“ Why not save the llm of your misguided
followera?”

* Let us Jook out for our own lives!” retiorted
Jim Cummims, *CDou% worry about us, Carl
Greene.”

*ulesss, we waste time here,” said Frank, in
a low voice.

* True, Ride on, mem"

They started, and then Carl turned his head
and blew a shrill blast ona whistle.

* He has men meav?

* Yes, but it was to be expected. Qn"*

Ecarceiy one hundred yards had beem gone
over, when other men appeared at the top of
the banks om either side.

* Release the prisoner!” ordered Jesse,

‘The boy was droppe¢, and when he saw them
receding he was about the bappiest person in the
State. He had fally expected to meet his death
at the hands of the outlaws.

The new danger was no trifling matter. The
men ranged themselves for effective work at
once, and rifles were throwm up to sheulders
with a purpose not to be misunderstaed, but the
riders bided their time.

Thelr own weapons were ready for work, and
it did not need any order for themn to prepare f6F
the worst.

“ Halt!™

The command came from the top of the bk,
bat it passed unheeded. Eying the fee élese!y,
the bandits bent Inw and waited grimly:

* Stop, or we fifie

8till no reply, -ud as the band were
every moment, the time thuas pained meant m«eg
to them. But this was seen by ethefs, and the
luli was broken.

* Fire!™ yelled the last speaker, In & résoond:
ing voice,

Crack!

Crack!

Like hail the bullets whistled around the ban:
dits, and some of them had the HaFFewest of &a:
capes, hul 00 one was hit

Crack!

Crack!

Agniin came the volle and Jemse's &)
tered with sudden " 1o Bl

“Gine them a Ismml" he eried. i« Firept

The wild riders turned n theif saddres aaa
their rifles leaped to their ahaulders, FiFm
era pressed the tr ra. and msy sent the
lurn compliment with aegurate

A great commuotiion msued un KI'IB tap BY ﬁii
blutl. Some men fell, others Btaggerdl 4
with plain evidence of bnvlng Been it &
many of the living, appalled at the SHew 6f
marksmamship, turned and fled te save theiF SWA

lives.

Like dew the oppusition lﬁdﬁﬂ aw
motion from Jesse provented thi 5’}"(“ %
cheer. It would not do to eall mm mah é&éi
sary attention, and thefe wm fes Ewmt -
them who would fiet Fun at the

But a few rods further had mﬁ fﬂﬂmﬂ‘i 80h8
when the banks of the ravine suaaenly tsll EWE
and they emerged to level lafd. Iy
looked eageriy to see what they haa ia &% %’5

Their first view was of a fores of ifeapg
formed and in rogular maseh, bl tnix Sf-s &L
near enough to be dARgLIYHS 8 v? AFeF BY ¥
for, and all over (he plah ﬂB apred st
them, were plilnly ema mm w B aEBHEd L6
a humnn wall pat

| we are m lor m" eried Jit Gum:

e, cum e out threught" asked Frank,
* We must. Who here wlsbéﬁ ta Baek our”

‘ Be'yi came the o
’ Make the duh for liberty, and

mins,
besss,

rem ng@ if we fall 10 pass.”
,';TT °%°' ad Jogk Keepe, rwk

i‘m a moment they had
they swept Ta‘rl;mmeyllﬁé Iﬁéﬁiﬂt&{ﬂ; Bt @
E@"P

were well maum@a Jﬁiii &
Iaverite [BFses, Slﬁ %rg sg;—
Y 5 Bout as well pro-

wgly and the’ oh

Thei a dden
o e s prepad LIk
something Impvrm!m and HS HOW & %W W gi
it was. All set themselven tg [he (ask 8f cap-
turing the wild Fidefs,

n, on|

The James Boya had selegtid 18
th id
megyv;v:umégn!!\ Sh%m Hetaed Es&%ﬁ% fmii

Right ahead were men whe funat A5g6d;
and all knew it could not be aem wm]a {9 5%%
s e T e G s i
an
tire, be knew what to ’ Bolig 16 o
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DEATH.

*1Fhay must give wayl” he cried. “dUp with
your rifles, aad give them oar compliments.”

Crack!

Crack!

it was no child’s play whes these rained
marksmen tried their hand. Dowa toward the
foe whistled the lead, and men fell from their
horses here and there. At this some ted, while
others stood their ground and tried to keep their
courage up to the desired point.

* Drive them off™ ordered Jesae James, *' We
maust not risk losing any of eur command by a
tight at close quarters. Again, men, againl”

It was a thrilling scene. The forees of law
were standing firm thus far and the cuteome
was doubtful, while toward them sailed the ban-
dits. Every horn was at its utmost, and the
play of their legs was wonderfui. Each rider
was a veritable Centaur in skill, and they weunt
like a part of their horses, indeed.

Could they go through?

Alll depended on thn chanece. I the foe real-
fized their power it would go hard with the ban-
dits.

Nearer, nearer yet, and still no wavering. The
ground shaok under the tread of the heavy heofs,
and seemed to roll in billows away from the

And while they went the bandits sent
shot after shot to clear the way,

It was a duel now. Shot answered shot, and
the foe Btood up bravely. A little more of that
courage and it would be their figh, Bot what
cnorage could stand the hail from such deadly
riflea? Steadily had the numbers of the man-
buntera decreased, and the limit had been reach-
ed. Courage gave plaee to dismay and terror,
and they turned as one manm and fied m: [
save their lives.

A shout burst from the wild riders,

“+Hureab! burrahl

“See the besuties got” yelled Jack Keene, in

derigion.

“We have the first round,” shonted Frank
James.

* Yes, and we'll have more.”

The scene had now besn ehanged. The lines
had been broken, and it weulld be a chase with a
little hope for the bandits. Trae, escape seemed
out of the question, but they had learned that
no fight wag lost until somebody else had won
i

On they rode without any let up in their

“ They all pursue us,” cried Framk.

*Yes, but we are not yet takem”

* The soldiers hasten this way, ton.”

“flhey are not In it at presemt.”

* Lucky they are not mounted.”

“They will be with us later on, bat
horseman we have to fear now.”

*The bills seem full of them.*

¢ €arl Greene made no vain boast, a8 far as
his numbers go.”

It waa a sight calculated to try the nerves of
the bandits. From all quarters the foe were
bhastening forward, and the chase became warm.
It wag not thig which worried the fugitives just
then, but the difficulty of holding the pace they
must assume,. It would be a long pull as well
as a hard one.

There were sqme of the zealous foe opposed
to them who bad an idea they could settle the
matter right away, and these mem kept up as
constant a fire as could be made. Thus, the
fugitives went among bullets at all times,

Spitefully the missilen of death sung past their
ears, but they had good luck for a tioie ia es-
caping them,

* Jesse,"” spoke Frank, presently.

* Wikt 17

it's the

** About our course. What is your plan?”

* I8 not the so-called west road the best way?"
©1 think so, but is there not danger of our
g headed off tirere?

‘There ia, surely, but what else can we do?*

It had occmrred to me that we had no choice.”

*The only troublo is that if we are by any
chance blocked from lnklng the west road wa
shall have to eross the river, and that would
throw us into a region whera apeed would be out
of the queation, and we should be penned up in
the hills. There they might possibly be able to
starve us oot.”

« 1 was thinking of thatu™

¢ Since we have no choice, holv.er, all we
can do i8 to go on and trust to huck."

* Carl Greene has rarely made a more des-
perate effort to take us. Hag he all Misgouri at
bis back?

“ He hasn't enough to succeed,” stubbornly
replied Jesse.

The bandits Wera Bo longer doing any Buieg.
As it would do no especlal good they preferred

to hold their ammunition and make sure of bav-

ing enough for the whole campaign. The pur-
suers, bowever, kept up the fusillade, and there
was 00 moment when the fugitives Were sure of

Crackt

It waa warm work, and almest any force but
that now 10 the saddle would have faltered at the
prospect, while the conflident air of the pursuers
told that they did not have a doubt.

As the bandits went on the chief interest be-
came ceatered In the questiom of whether they
would be able ta make the west road as they de-
sired, and their hopes received a rude shock as
they pressed on. Their present course took
them around the side of a hill, and as they swept
to the opposite side a cry broke from Frank
James® Jipa.

+ Cut offit"

* More soldlers!” exclaimed Jim Cummins.

Jesge scomied deeply. A force of uniformed
men were marching along the very way they
had aspired to go, and it became certainm at a
gllncl that their plans must he ameuded,

“We can'l. meet that party.”*

 Then we must cross the river?"

Jesse swept an anxious glance around.

v It seems to be the one hope,” he confessed.

“ Wheel, thent’™

* Yes—away to the rixenl”

Sharply they turmed to the right and rode
away on the new track. Whether they had been
seen by the soldiers was not clear, nor was it
important, for the pursuers, seeing the soldiers
themselves, raised a cry which cowld not fail to
attract their attention, and from that time they
were to be added to the oppesing force.

The new departure put ali foes In the rear for
awhile, as far as was to be seen, but even in a
direct race there was great menace.

* On to the bridge!” hecame the cry, and tiney
spared not their horses ic the endeavor to get
there ahead of peril.

“ Erank, there is smoke in advance,”
Jesse, anon.

* Yes."

*¢ Can it be a signal fire?*

* It geems hardly possible.”

“ It does not look to be enough for a hurmimg
housge.”

“ No. Possibly it is somebody burning brrusin ™

‘The pillar of smoke mounted before them, but
after these commemts no further heed was given
to it for the time. On they went, gaining, a Jittle
as they rode, and winding along a hilly road, but
as they neared the bridge they suddemly came
out on a hill top.

Below was a valley, the river and the bridge. All
this they saw, but they saw more. One glance ex-
plained the meaning of the pillar of smoke, and
the ex; ign wag startling.

* Thunder! The bridge is on fire!” Jesse eried.

* Yes, and our retreat is cut o™

said

CHAPTER NI
TUE PLIGHT IN THE MOUNTAIN.

It wa3 little wonder that the bandits paused
in dismay. The smoke and flames were alike
naing from the bridge, and passage seemed im-
ible, especially for the horses.

It is a fiery furnacel”
Younger.

* No going over there," added Bill Chadwell.

“We must go!" declared Jesse James.

« But the Hamea will seize upon us.*

“ And the bridge must be so weakened that it
will not bear our weight,” ulerud Ed McMil-

£

!xelalmld Cole

VWhy not swim the river? aukad Jim Cum-
mins.

umk at the bauks.” requested Jesse. “ They
are high and steep, and the stream runs like a
flonl. No horse cowld keep to his work in that
river, that is sure.”

v Jease, we are losing valuable time,” Frank

urged.
“VEng; the foe are gaining rapidly while we
it bera”

« Men!"” Jesse cried, “sshall wo let that thimg
alarm us? Who are we? Have we not often
taken our lives in our own hands before? Do we
weaken mow?"

“NNaser|” shouted Jack Keene, and the apirit
of the leaders flmshed into the breasts of all,
‘e follow where you lead, Jesse!” was the

* On, them—am!™

No more needed to be said, and as Jesse gave
the order to Siroc and dashed to the ventare, the
whole band came thundering along close after

him.
Mad, Indeed, the attempt seemed, for the

flames were mounting higher, and the Whole
structure might well be thought incapable of
sustalning the weight of a single horse.

Yet their very lives dépeanded upon crossimg
in safety.

On they went, while the sudden cries from the
rear told that the pursuers had seen the fira,
and that it was regardedi as highly to their good.
'Ttiey did oot think the bridge could be crossed.

On swept the bandite, and the feet of their
horses made a miuviature thuauer which was
rolled back in echo.

Lightly those peerless steeds spurned the
ground they touched as if in disdain of the con-
tact.

Now they ate so near that the smoke is borne
by the wind into their faces, and the crisis is at
hand.

Not a word passed -between the adventurers.
They were commiitied to the vemtwre, and, as
they could see nothing promising of which to
talk, it was as well to remain silent. Now, too,
they Id see the bed of the stream. It was
fillsll ;in some places with water which rushad
furiously along, while in others it was broken
by rocks which reared their heads above the
rurface with jageed pointa, A fall there would
doubtiess be fatal.

‘The bridge 18 at hand.

Into the cloud of smoke rush the fugitives.

Jesse leads, and the feet of his horse pound
upom the planks.

Wil the fite~weakened support stand?

How this will be the bandit king cannet tell,
As his companions come speeding on the gtruct-
ure shakes omiimously, far more tham the bridge

to do under like circamstances, and it ig
clear it is much aflected by the fames. More
than that Jesse cannot tell. Smoke wraps him
a8 in a garment, and he can see nothing but
red lines in the robe of gray. He dreads lest
the fire seize upon Siroe #o as to injure bim, but
the hotse does not hesitate,

Boom!

Boom!

Boom!

Under the beat of the many hoofs the bridge
sends out ts eche, but to the alarm of the riders
it does more. It shakes so perceptibly that one
of the bandits sends up his voice amidst the
smoke:

“ It is going diowm*

There is an ominous creaking, and Jesse him-
self is filled with fear. A plank breaks short off
ulnder Siroc's feet, but the animal does not stum-
ble.

A few yards more and the bandit leader clears
the bridge entirely. Gasping to get the pure
air he turns and looks back. Will the others be
a3 sacoessinl as he?

&rer they come, one by one—Jack Keene, Bob

. Frank James—and now they come so
rast lie cannot recogmize them. Al are over
but Ed McMillan. At the very edge a plank
breaks under the forefaet of his horse and the
head of the animal goes dowm. It looks like s
clear fall and unbounded disaster, but the hhorse
makes a great effort and springs clear of all.

A moment more and he is beside his compan-
ions in peril.

What a cheer goes up from \he band then!

+The horge 13 not even

** And we are all over in salety By thumder!
this is something like jr."

* Will the enemy foilow?*

“1Piey dare mot”

“The bridge i8 now well nigh impassable.”

= Let's stay and watch grem.™

“ Yes, and exalt over their defest.™

Such were the suggestions from the band, but
Jesse James was not disposed to follow the line
of conduct marked out. They had achieved a
temporary triumph, but until they were many
miles away they could not safety defy the foe, and
to wait and give them time to concoct new plans
and cross the river, which they cowld do a Jittle
lower down, would be suicidal.

*Move on!” was his arder.

“ Do we take the road yonder?” asked Frank.

“

*“It's a good denl up bill and dowm™

“ What

“ ngresa wlll be alow. ™

“ We dare not take to the open cowntry,™

« Exactly my thaory I wanted to bear from
you on the subj

*@n by the bill road, men.”

The bandits were reluctant to go. They had
seen the foremost of the pursuers pull up near
the bridge with every sign of rage at the gain of
their covsted prey, and as they leoked at thé
mmntlng flamvss unmdlly n vm natural o wish
to moek them. But they tiFned dewn (he
Fiver as if wlth  elear laai, aid the DYy sgw
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bow wisejit waa to accept Jesse’s plan and move
on.

They t accocdingly.

Jesse’s practical reminders had checked the
disposition to exuit too much, and they remain-
ed well aware of the fact that their situation was
utill desperate.

Haif a mile they bad gome when there Was
fresh alarm.

vifesss, look yonder!”

Frank pointed directly ahead as he spoke, and
the bandit king did not need to ask what was
meant. Something in the road they wished to
travel was fall explanation.

o More meat”

4 It muast be & part of the force against va."

“ Yea”

* We are cut off.”

“ Can we meet them?"

* They seem too many for va.*

4 They are, and we must take to the trackless
hills.”

Jesse spoke the last words witk decision, and
his jodgment was good. Haif a mile beyond the
road was foll of horsemen, all pressing om to
meet them, and it was clear their only safe coarse
was to deviate from their line of travel.

* Thiey Bee usl” cried Cole Younger.

“ Yea; hear them yell™

“ Amd they ride all tha faster this way.”

:To the hills, ment”

Jesse led the way as be spoke, and the bandits
left the traveled way with their horses urged to
the limit of their speed. For a few rods this was
kept up, bat as the groand grew steeper, they
moderated their speed from pecessity.

‘The lead they had made irem safe for & few
minutes, and they coald not afford to wind their
horses.

It was not_to their llking that they entered
this area, Not one of them knew what was
there. It was arange covering many acres, ai i
appearances indicated that it was rough and
tangled all through, and it might prove a veri-
table trap.

Imkm back presently, they saw the latest

feue the road and start In direct chase,

and ths lead was not by any means one upon

which they could count. Jesse gazed at the

towering walls of rock in various places with
joubt expressed on his face.

“ Frank, suppese we run into a blind pass
here?” he asked.

“ Don’t mention it.”

« It will do no good, 1 eonleu bnt if it comed
we shali have to grapple with i

“ Wouid that night would Mll"'

“ It won’t harry for us, and there ia consider-
able time yet before we can have that help.*

“ Press oa while we can.”

They did press on, but always with judgment,
never asking mare of the horses than was pru-
deat. They mast be kept in good condition, at
all bazards,

For half an hour there was no change. They
went on along their courss, and the pursuers
were to be seen winding in and out among the
koolls and little valleys, but n was not a close
contact. To a certain degree the situa:ion was
encouraging, but what Jesse had feared was
really to eceur.

They had entered a sort of canyon, where
each baok was too high to be scaled, and the
leader's eyes were never at rest. There was
nothing he could regret in the way of judgment,
ag it seemed be bad dooe for the best, but the
result was dmnnnging.

Saddeaiy he palied uj

“ We are in a trap!” he eried.

“ Thunden!™

The bandite gazed in dismay. The cnnyen
ended in ancther wall of rock quite as high and
unscalable as those at the sides.

“ We can’t go on.”

“ Cliffs_on three sides, and each & hundred
(eu hmhl" exdlaimed Jim Cnmmmnu. +* Whew!"

By Japiter, this is & deat

'l‘hay gazed at the high roeks wllh mementary
alarm, for they knew the pursuers were coming
on steadily. Most of them tried to grasp at a
means of reprieve, but Jesse wasted no time.
Clearly he saw there was but one way, and the
only hope of profiting by that was to move im-

odiately

m

« Back!” he cried. ‘(! we ean resch the
opening to this hole ahead of them there may yet
be hope. Ride for Jife!"

Quick to act when ealied npon the wild riders
tarned and dashed along the back-track. It was
a gradual descent now, and smooth enough to
make swift riding safe. Bwift riding was used
to the extreme, too, and they fsbed along at
talt spaed.

'l‘h;v‘y neared the beginning of the eul-de-nc
Waould it be reachied ahead of the foes?"

1 do not see them yet, Frank!" cried Jease.

« We may pass in safety, afver o’

“ The next minute decides it."

Oo—on! With 8 grand rush they met the
gap, and, as the leader bore around to the right,
it was seen that they had, indeed, gained the
point before the foe, but that was uot sayimg
much. Looking down the "slope a trifle they
saw the anemy toiling up, and ooly a short dis-
tance awa!

A loud hall came to their ears. -

4 Fhaled

Not a man answered; not a horse was check-

ed.
The last of the fugitives passed the danger
lue and the flight was resumed anew.

* Halt, or we fitted®

It was the last warning. It passed unheeded,
and then the ball was opened. Rifles cracked,
and lead whistled up the slope. One or two
woands was the resait, bat no one was serioasly
injured.

The marksmen were not coatent until they
had tried it further, but they lost ground while
they fired, and it was abandened.

Half an Kour passed in the same old way.
Among the rocks and ravines the fugitives went
their cowrse, and as they did so they caw the
mouantain shadows grow deeper as they drew
nearer to bight.

They were riding along another canyon-like
pass much like that which had nearly been the
rain- of them before. They had entered |t re-
luctaatly, though with the beliet that they would
get through all right, but it was not to be. e-
tween the cliffs was am o apace of nearly
thirty rods, with trees grewing irregularly along
the conrse and a stream of aome size wsndering
through the eenter.

The roar of water had been audible for some
time, but they were not prepared for what was
tivaljy presentec. abruptly to their sight.

As one man they drew up their horses, and
dismay returned. Like the other canyem thls
one ended in a high wall of rack, the conditions
being precigely similar except that in this case
;hu water fell over the cliff with a fall of eighty
eet.

“Hilozes!” mmttered Frank.

“ Trapped again}"

** We maust turn back™

“ We can never pass here.”

“ Only a bird could go up those rocksa.™

Jesse James allowed his men td do the talk-
ing. He was looking anxiously towand the rear.
They bad coine so far along the camgyon that he
feared it would be impossible to return in season
80 get out in safety. The same idea occurred to
Frank.

*“ The enemy must be at the meath of the
pass,” he murmmred to Jesze.

+l fear so.”

“ Then we mast light here."

“ Gads! It will be \hs death-place of us all,”
declared Hobbs Kerr!

« Has any one an Ideaf" demanded Jesse.

There was no reply, and for once Jesse was
himself at fault. As' ld not retreat it
did seem they were in n dnm-tnp

« Have we got to make a desperate stand
here?” asked Cole Younger.

* Why need you?"

A quiet voice at one sido asked the question,
and all tarned abruptly, They saw
there a man who was a stranger to them all.
He was a tall, lank person, dressed in homely
garments, and armed with a long rifle of obso-
lete pattern. *

“ Hallo! whu are you?” Jesse inqaired.

“ Joe Bliss."

* What are you doing heye?*

* Looking fer a job.”

“I'm afraid we can’t help you."

4 Maybe I can help yoa, though,”

“+Haowt"

« By getting you out o’ thie.”

* Can you do it

“ Certainly.”

“ Jn what way?"

Joe Bliss laughed.

“ Yon don’t see any way, eh?*

1 do mot.”

* It is just ahead o’ you.

He pointed to the fall
pleased,

“1a this a mere joke?

“ Come under the water and I will show you,”
Joe replied, calmly.

, but Jesse was pot

CHAPTER 1V.
DANGER AHEAD.

SoME of the bandits were growing impatient
at the easy, careless manner of the man who
cailed himself Joe Bliss, but Jesse spoke quickly.
H there was a ray of hope to be g-med from this
man they could not afford to miss it.

4 Stranger, do you know how we are sit-
uated? be demanded.

“ Judging by the way them fellers are chasm”
after you 1 should say you was in a mighty bad
way," replied Jos, serenely.

“ What do you know of them?"

* Nothiin’, except that I see them chasin’ ye.”

“ Are not your sympathies with tiem?

“ Don’t know that I have any sympathies with
nobedy, hnt this 1 do sny—dly- waut ter get oot
! 'gy“ h 11’e did you say?”

“ what line you

“ Uoder the falis.”

“ How can we go there?"

* Mister, you talk too much. Do you take me
at my word or not¥

Joe begam to get impatient, and Jesse Jeaped
to the ground.

“tBe 50 good as to show me what vou mese,
and then } shall know what to do. Lead on,
stran, er 'Il look at this on foot fifiss"”

Jue mafdmd to the edge of the fall and then
camsed some surprice by walking deliberately
through the sheet of water. Jease was hownd
to see the matter out, and he followed unhesita:
tingly. ‘There was a ratheg unpleasant dash of
water, and then he stood in a feeesd With thé
fall on  oue ?Ida and roek on the olher. He éotld
Ly
Where are yout™ be asked.

* Here!" culmly replied Joe.

“ What next?"

“ Look here, or feel here, if you wlam m!
you will see or feel sumemmg ol IWPEFEARCE.

“ A hole iu the clitft”

. Whera does it go?*
 Gradually upward uotil it reaehes the
ground above. It is largo euough for men #id
borses to go alike, and when you are 6nee 6i
tlie upper ground where will yedr putsuers bst

" oefieve'| am

* I believe ] am the only man Jn ¢k
l.h’lt knows of this queer py e regrom
“ You are gure our horaes ean ge wpP’

“ Then the shall”

It Jesse coutd bave had bis own way 18 wauld
have explored the pasaage before tfuéilﬂ ta ie
but this he dared notde new.
might descend on the baud wmln my w&n‘
He strode out of the reeess and {6bk SiFGc B\‘t
the head.

* Follow me, every man|” fie diréstsd.

It was no easy matter to get the ﬁﬂlmmi t6og
into such a place, but a suceess was mads
of the attempt. Thus they disap, emﬁl f‘g
outer pari of the cauyen, and a§ i! Wil Etf
too dark for trailing, there was He| t it ’i‘ﬁ
pursuers would be very mueh at fat)t 5
time. It only tema nea :e 888 1 sas
would make good his prei

“ Lead on!" d|rac!nd J'esse

“ Come with me.”
neige Hnshed ahead and the baadit kidg éame

They entered a natural ¢u
a Jittle higher than (HG ; ﬂi\il W IEB Wﬁi
but as a.l Bﬁd disfouh!

a8

aM

i

ssnmk thia elaeiﬂ
P B8 4 BAFd aFlace. g’

It was not the best of
were restive and worried B?{h%ﬁﬂ&
EDHG

lm ﬂéﬂ not fegel thej

e semu Eswlﬂ )

aBReF 8afe é & ne
For some nma tne ekea afpul

then fresh air strack yugen Jéiii’iﬂPEE d

emerged from the darkness. OR alf EE
the men came out, nnu me uﬂaﬂfﬂl-&ﬂﬂ
was voted a great s

“\¥¥here are we no-df‘ uked Jesse.

+ Where you are much safer than befers.” fé:
turned Joe. “1itiwiii take yout anemiea
time to get np“ere by any route sther than E
one we followed, an’ yon ‘un@ kin take 4 b
in* spell of you want.’

“ We don’t; we want to go om.”

“ Where?"

- and the reach of those fellows who pur-
sue na.*

- Wani ter leawe: the 1ills whad),

There was silence, and the blﬁalli m‘veyéd
eachi other i the dim light questionisgly:
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« How ia it, Frank?" asked Jesse, presently.

+ What are yoar views?

* If we leave the hills We mast submit to hot
ing."

“ Yea.®

“If we nay we shaii be none the worst off as
time passes.”

4 [ shouid say not.

* Jge, what are the chances of successful hid-
ing?”

g" With so many horses along I can’t promise
tao much, but ef ye waut ter resk it, I'il do my
best ter help ye.”

4 Is there any oppertunity to get food here in
the mountains?

*“Ef you kin strike up a bnrgnin with the gate-
keeper et kin be done, I reckon.

“ Wiatt

~  Why, ye see thar sa pond up hyer that sugp-
plies water ter the Yankee mills below, ter the
north o' the hills, an’ thar is a man who sees ter
the gate. He Ilvas up hyer with bis fwmily.”
*¢ Is he safe?"
“ My no(itm is that yoa kin buy his soul fer
mmey
4 He cam have all the money his heart desires
if be will feed us. We must eat. Why, [ am
about famished pow.™
“So am L7 declared Jack Keene, and the
others echoed the assertion.
* Le's go there at ance.”
* Lead om!”
Joe obeyed, but it was omly after they had
e a mile through the mast tangled of ways,
they reached their destination. This, bow-
ever, just suited the bandits, as it took tham well
away from the pursuers, and a3 night bad fully
fallen it seemed that they would be sure of a re-
prieve. During the trip the leaders had talked
earpestly with Joe, who seemed to be loyal, and
whom they meant to bind to their serviea at lhe
first ehanee with & generous, Mo
the result of the eonterenee wan that they déemed
they woald do well te atiek te the mewatain for
the time Being.

As Carl Greene appeared to have all the men
he could cail to his aid, a little deiay in wrying
to break through wouild do no harm, they rea-
soned.

What Joe -tad cailed s pond was usually dig-
nitied with the name of +* Jake.” it was a good-
Bized sheet of water, lnd Iny ad gilent before the
bandits as s ghostly

Off at one side :hay culd see the gate-keep-

eu house.
“ Come on,"” said Joe, and Il see what I kin
do fer you uns. Qld Sim Banger ia atill up, ez
you kin see by his light, an’ you kin talk biz
with him. I don't know him mueh, ner like him
any better nor that, but money s a big lever,
stranger.”

They weat to the house. It was a much Jarger
structure than was to be expected, and less algh-
orate than even the lacation would seem to dé-
mand. Al thia was easily explained. It had been
built in war time for a very different purpase,;
and had simply beed passed YeF aa it Was §
gate-keeper when fe was pl thera by tie
ownera of the Yankes mills:

Joe knocked at the door. It was opened by a
big, loose-jointed, ill-looking person. He gazed
at them In surly silence.

* Hallo, Sim!" said Joe, cheerfuliy.
“ Uh" grunud the gate-keeper.
“tHere are some travelera to see yo— "
* They kin go away!' declared Sim, making
move to shut the daor.
“ Hold on
¢ Wt
4 They want to huy supper of you.”
“Wal, they can't’
Sim ngmin tried to shat the doer, but Jesse
suddenly produced a roll of billa and held them
out enticingly.
“ We pay for what we get,” he asserted.
8im gazed at the billa and seemed to wesken.

“ Wtat Is it ye want?” he inquired.

4 Supper for all hene."

““How mueh?

4 A doilar a head”

« Will ye go away them?*

‘mAlso, we will pay you a dollar 4 haad fof
sleeping accammutntions. Two dellara éaeh;
Sim, to feed and house us. How ia thatF”

The gate-keeper scratched his chin through
the fringe of red whiskers. He was o lurly enas
he did not want to doiit, but the meney 8|
him in thunder-like tones. ~Straight to h?i mm
went the influence of that men

“ We will make youn no trnuhue," urged Jesse,

“ Wil ye pay iv advance?*

4 Yea"

“ Gome In: I reckon we kin do somethin' for
e’

Even then Sim was surly, but the work had
been done.

The harses were pat under a shed, and then all
entered the house. By that time Tim had his
workiug force under way. It comsisted of his
wife and daughter, both of whom were off the
same piece as himsell. The old woman was
scrawuy,and ugly to look at, while the younger
one awakened no spirit of gallantry iu’the usual-
ly attentive bandits.

The women eowid do their present task well
and expeditiously, however, as they proved, and
preparations for supper went on rapidly.

All attempts to warm Sim up to conversation
proved unavailing, but he did not go to sleep.
He sat and looked at them keeniy for a lomg
while, and then suddenly broke fortin:

“Who be you, anyhow?"

41 am a surveyor,” repled Jesse, coolly.

“m what¥

“Land surveyor.’™

“+Hom!”
dslm did some “sanrveying* himself, and then
added:

« Takes a good deal o' help, seems ter me.”

* We work for the State of Missounii

“ Wihat’s all yer gans fer?”

“ To aveid trouble with those who think we
menace their rights. Of caurse the State would
not wrang anybdy, bat we can’t stop to argue.
We have to simply keep folks off,®

*4Hom §*

Sim grumted non-committally. Jesse had been
anxious to convince him, but he waa not at all
sore it had been dome. Sim was an ugly man,
end his disposition seemed to be stubborn in the
extreme. What he thought now could not be
told from his grim face, but if he had had any
reasen for rebellion, such a course would have
been expeeted, but with the money they had
glver?, it appeared as il be ought to be satistied

BW.

When supper was ready ali ate heartily, after
which Jesse, Frank, Cole and Jim had a confer-
ence.

« Are we to stay here overnight?” asked Jesse.

+{ think it will be best,” returned Frank.

* Will not the purseers head for here, natural-

o

“ Say, rather, wiil they not rest over might?*

© If sansible, they will.™

*< It seems to me we mny snlely take thimgs

easy

“ Ia Sim to be trns\ed!" nlked Jesse.

“ What could he do?

« Betray us.”

4 He can't go to any town before lre should
be up and ready for business, you see.”

“ What if he knows of oar pursuers?*

« Hbow qan g

4 It does not seem likely, but he may. Still,
we must take risks, anyhow, and it may be well
to hazard "

This plan was adopted after due considera-
tion, and all went to bed. Before then the
women had disappeared, presumably with the
same object in view, but Sim did not seem in
haste. He sat by the kitchen #ire and nodded
very innocently, but, though he had been paid
£ well foF hia services, Jesse did not feel In-
elined ta trust him very much.

* He Is the sort of man who wouid sell oot all
parties, if he had a chance,” the bandit ubought.
“If be has the doubts of us he seems to feel there
is danger that he may do la-aaming on the Ju-
das I'll keep my eye o himn.”*

T as not hard, as Sim was at suech a point
that Jesse could look out through the door of
his owm room into the kitchen and see the gate-
keeper all the while, and he resolved to defer
sleep for awhil

There he lay and watched for an hour. By
that time he was growing sl . and the rest
his comradies were gemng was v-ry enticing to
loak at and consider.

w1 reckom it's nll right,” motiered the bandit.
10 go to sleep.”

Yawning, he hall-unconsciopsly turned his
gaze toward the window, As he did 8¢ he saw
something which caused droweiness to &pring
away from him with one bound,

A'ray of light had ebet through the air, eut-
side.

The dickens! what was that¥*
1t was a natural Inquicy, for the light was of
larger dimeasions than a lamp Would make, and
it had shifted itself,with singular quickness. All
hli auspicions returned
canmnndeﬂ women!” he thought.
“When I bave my eye on the I
haven’t all thi family under watch, by any
meana.”
After this he would net think of remaining
idle, of course, and he softiy left hia conch and

started oat of the house. As scom as he wam
beyond old Sim’s view the danger of discovery
seemed past, and he walked out of doors with
some confidence.

* Now to See about that Jight— Hallol™

He had east his gaze upward. There the light
was still to be seen, but not in the tremulous
way Iu which it had Hashed across the sky be-
fore. It was burning steadily, shooting out its
rays inta the darkness, and the point from which
it proceeded was the upper part of the house,
where the women of the house -had gone when
they seemed to retire.

While Jesse gazed there was a soft fsoistep
near him. He turoed abruptly and saw Joe
Bliss,

4 Nice sight that,” mattered Joe, crustily.

* What do you make of it?"

“ Red lights ain’t usually burned in houses:

u No,”

“ Nor llglm as hlg aa a caltt™

* Right

“ Why uhonld them women stay llp nnd burn
tle like thar, when they should be in bed!

*3dae, 1 suspect a piot,” declared Jeue.

“ You would be a fool ef ye didn'e.”

“ How happened you to be out here?"

**{ was auspicious o’ Sim an’ his women all
the while. I tole ye I took no great ehakes o'
faith in the old man, an’ when I see how lie act-
ed, even whea you had put out yer cash ter him,
I said ter myself I had better watch over my
charges. No sleep fer me this might.”

“You are a trump, Joe. Have you ever seen
the like of thia light up here before?

“ No, I ain't; not in all my waaderin's on
the moantain, but, now I think of it, I do re-
member I've heerd it said the old gate-keeper
had some way o' sigoalin' with some kind o
lighta when he had certain thinga to tell ter
them who employ him.”

¢ That settfes it

“ Howt

 This light,” repiled Jesse, "' ia undoubtedly
intended to call some one up here. Iu brief,
Sim has taken our money end then set out to
betray us)”

CHAPTER V.
THE RESULT OF TREACHERY.

Joe Bumsstrack his hand on the barrel of his
rifle foreibly.

“ You hev jest aboat hit it, I do believe. That
darnation old gate-kesper is meaner than p'ison
au’ be has showed it mow.”

* Haw long will it take them to get up here,
if they see the light?

“ That ain’t "

4 How?"

« Which way does that light p'int?

“ South-enst

“ Who s ﬂnr thar?"

“ Hal our pursuers of the day."

“ Non you jest hit it, by mighty!
Ilght ain’t meant fer them | am a liary*

“If that is so the gate-Seeper must have
seen them before we came.”

+ Looks that way, don’t it?*

4 Why is the light directed toward that peak
over yonder™

“The question nat'rally risea ain’t they thimk-
in' some one will be there ter see it? S'pose a
man come along same houra ago an’ tole them
about you fellers, an’ they agreed ter signal jeat
hka this of thar was Any(hmg ter signal fer?’

* Good !
« When you come out I bad an kiea.*

Et that

4 Ter take a boat an’ row ower ter the peak
you mentiom ™

~* Joe, l am with yon. We will do it at once.
Come on?*

They hastened to the side of the lake. Joe
was not long In timding a boat, and they em-
barked,

*+1 used ter be a sailor,” said Joe, “am’ I'll
show ye I ain’t forgot how ter pulll”

He had not, and the little craft waa sent rapid-
Iy away in the darkness. The old quietude was
aver the lake, and, as Joe pulled very
there was scarcely a ripple to disturb the
a8 they went.

In dae time they approached the opposite side,
and Joe ran the boat into a little cove and they

aut,

“ Now fer fun,” said the guide. * B we find
any mean critter hidin hyer thar will hc the very
biggest sort of 8 rumpus, b

4 Do nothing rash.™

*1won't. I may kill five or six o them, but
I won'’t be masin™

They stole up the side of the peak and ad-
vaoced toward the summit.
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tWe onght to have pat ont that signai light
before we came,” remarked Jesse, oneasily.

“ We wouldn’t hev stood the same chanee of
catchim® them."

“ That 15 troe. Carefolly now; we are near
the eritical point.

Joe dropped upes hl! hands and knees and
moved forward like a specter. Jesse loond it
hard to imitate such mm.lan, but he did well
enough, and they were soon on the summit of
the little peak. .

# I don’t see nnhmin grumbled Joe,

** Maie a full gearch before we decide on the
point.”

The search was made, hu: withoat result.

“Not a soal here but ws.

“ Then why s tlie light stifl directed here?”

*“ The women may think there’s somebody
around.”

+ Very likely, and we will have an accounting
with those same womea. I do not like to be
severe 0) them, but our safety is at stake, and
this light mast be pot oot. Back to the boat!”

‘They went, entered the craft and rowed te-
ward the oppasite shore. Silence had fullen be-
tweam them, but, when they were half way across,

Ilg stopped short and whispered:

» Be stiliL™

“ What is it?!

“ Listem?

4 Qarst"

“ Saore as you live. Others are on the lake,
an’ we want ter know who. Tbey are comin'

this way. Lay low an' see the resvit. By
mngmyl Il bet It's old Sim."*
he other boat advanced, It was net

g:lng ID very slow, but was being rowed with
e skill of an old hand, and little seund came
to tell of its movemants, yut the light was strong
enough to enable them to see a good deal.

« Qnly one aboard,” remarked Joe.

“ It most be 3im."
“ ] on.*

“ At the hut slows op. He sees us!”

They were now close kogether,

1 See what the eritter will do,” soggesied Joe.

The * critler” censid to row and the beat
drifted like their own. Evidestly they were un-
der observation in return.

« Dew’'t give him an ounce o infenmatinm*
reqaested the previous speaker. * He may give
hisself away—— Thunder an’ lightaing}*

Joe dropped his ears and ciapped his hands @
hig bead.

Bang!

The report of a revoiver had accompaniad this

monstras
" An yoa huily bit?" asked Jesse.
Bang!
" Bnrnln' tortures!"” yeiled Joe, this time clap-
ping his hands to his shonlder. **1 shaiil be shot
inter bitsl"

Baogl
Agnin the other boatman fired, and Jesse
thought it had gome far enoagh. Whoever it
wasg had taken a turn at them withomt any com-
punction, and they bad the same privilege. He
bad drawn bis owm revolver, and now

with a8 accurate aim o8 was possible:

Onee, twice,ithree times he sent the lead fizjng
away, and It had good effect. Buddesly the
other person seized oars and began to row off
with speed. Jesse made a move to grasp their
own biades, bat Joe was ahead of bim.

«§ hev two mortal wounds, but I kin overhaul
that boat or sink in the try, by mighty! Hyer

8t

He began to pall like one in a mateh race,
and the speed he got up was amazing. Desper-
ately as the other persom rowed Joe gained
rapidly. Tie lead was being quickiy wiped out.

Naturally, Jesse was using his eyes, and he
suddenly gasped:

- Why, it's 8 women!

A what?"

v Sim’s gal, yon bet yer m@mawo It would
be jest like the eattie. Pull her up!*

esse aroused. They were Row near the ether
boat, and he deliberataly covered the female
rower,

« Stop, or I fine!” he shented.

She dropped her oars, bot she was pet yet
sabdoed.

Bang!

Bang!

Twice ber revolver spoke, and one of the bul-
lota et through the'bandit’s elothes, Jee bad
not ceased to pall, and this took the iwo boats
very near to each other., The womac stood up
reckleasly.

« By thander! [ dont miss this timel” ghe
declared.

The revolver was leveled, and Jesse felt that

if ahe was not preveated the discharge would
be fatal. Wiith life at stake it would not do to
remember Ebe was a womaan, and he did not.

With the quickness which the had learned in
his wild life he pressed the trigger. He was the
fraction of a second ahead of her, and thoogh a
bullet whistled past his ears it missed by a par-
row margin.

Her ahot had been spoiled, bat not 8o with
his. She fell and lay toandening arouud in the
bottom of the boat.

“ Thunder! you hev killed ber]” mattered Joe,
startled.

“ Maybe not. Pat me alongside the other
craft.”

It was dome, and Joe exclaimed:

“ It's the old woman!"

“ Bim's wife?™

»

“ Well, maybe she wants more of this.”

The woman had ceased to struggle, and she
now Inisgedi;

“On!  yomu dcwill
wouldn't [ wing you!™

“ No, yom wonldn't!” Jesse retorted. *I
have learned your caliber, and you would be
treated like a man, or, more properly, like a
Jezebel, which you are. S3 you wanted fo
shoot us?™

“ Yes, I did™

“ Why?*

it I bhad my revolver

* You are Jease James?*

“ How do you know tinat?”

« Didn’t the man who waa along durin’ the
day say you was around and might be here. Oh!
I know youw.”

« Who was this man?*

She suddenly seemed to think she was doing
too muchjtalfi

Noue of ynnr business?” she retorted, after
a pause.

“ Well, yon !ee wlu( you have done to your-
gelf by obey ng hi

“If T omiy had my revolver)”

8he groped in the boat for her weapon, bot it
had fallen overboard, and she had to forego her
iutentions.

She was as venomoas as a maimed snake, and
Jesse was not sorry he had treated her like a
man rather than a woman.

Joe looked uneasily toward the gate-keeper's
house.

“Take a grip on the boat, Jesse,” he request-
ed, # an’ [l pull ter land. We may be needed
there.”

“ Puii yoar best licksa™

Joe sent the boat humming along, while Jesse
hung on to the second craft, and both were duly
beached.

“ Woman,"” said Jesse, then, * what have yau
tried to do to us? Who are these men you have
signaled to?

Find out for yourself!” she snapped.
Yon are beaten. Why not deserve good
usage from as?
don’t want i,
Yoa tried to shoot us.
revolver on you?

“ Do it, if yon want tot™

“ You are a fool?*

“ Then there are two of us.”

“ Do you want your waumd attended to¥

*“ Nat by you. Get out!

“ Have n as you will, you Jehezell
bleed to death it is your own faut.’

The bandit stepped ashore, and then he and
Joe hastenesl toward the honse.

Later they might have a laugh at the expense
of the Amazon they had left, but for the time
they were too much comcerned about the safety
of their comrades.

Their way toward the front decor took them
past the window of the room where the bandits
had beea left BIIEIQ, and they did not misa the
chance to look in and see how matters were pro-

Suppose I tara my

It you

The view they obtained was startlimg.

The men still slept, but there wad one wakeful
persom in the room. Among the Weepers stood
the gate-keepor's daugfiter, a bettle in ene
hand and a revelver in the other.

Her paturally coarse and repulsive face now
had an expreesion like that of a veritable tfiand,
and they expexted to see her use the revalver 6n
the belpless bandits.

Instead, however, she kneit and applied the
bottle ta the nostrils of one of the band.

“ 8he's draggin’ them!™ Joe,

Not a word said Jesse, bat he ran toward the
door, eager to stop this canning plot. He
reached the door and flang it open, Anethef
mowment and he would have been inslde, but
something happened.

Crackl

é hnllet sped pm his bead.

Thar! was a well- kum mnglng seagation. in
his arm, and he kuew he had been hit.

Haif way between the two main roomid stood
old Sim, and it was he who was taking this tar«
get exercie. Jesse's blood quickemed with jo-
dignation. He was tired of having the whole
family a target of him, and he was deter-
mluud to show one of them what it was te make
an uncalled for attack. His own Fevelver éame
out quiekly,

He fibed.

Oid Sim fell

Jesse rushed into the next room. He had
dreaded to see a scene of destructiom thers, Im!
what be did see was not bad. A dozen of the
bandits were on their feet, grasping their revels
vers and looking around with a mixtare of nes
vousuess and determination to aee what meeded
to be done.

* Jesse, what ig it* cried Fra

But the bandit king atrode lo ms side of the

=

e ha €
cealed her bottle and revelver, and Wae tryig
to look ipmecent.

* You are done!” cried Jesse, with fieren em:

phasig.
“: Huh?” she questiomed, with an air of dull-

5.

“ Hand over that revolver.”

“Me? I ain't got none.”

“You lie! Give it to me.”

He bad caught sight of it in the lelﬁi of her
dress, and it was wrested away promptly.
H":.wnch her, Jee,” the bandit u Foeted, (6

“That I will, and she goes over the range if
Ahe meu trick on mi by tibus

grasped her arm rnugmly, wmeh ﬁi\!iiﬁ
o r nlnl and try to get away, bt 06 held

Jesse saw that George Sheppard, Woot
and Bill Chadwrall had oot et H 81160k saéléﬂ
one in turn, but they gave A §I§B o ﬁ?

“Thonder! are they dead? asked Frank
James.

I lhlnk not. Do yor smell ehlereform”
eur lovely hostess has been doning thés.
Get them into stronger air and help (Be
it. I do not think tﬁly are bad E’
ot come just a8 1 did; this ma wa\ﬁ‘m B
: gau these people proved tréschierouss’
mh them!” cried Bob Yeunger, angrily.
€0l I reckon we have them foul.”

M Bom't be 80 surel” exclaimed the woman,

gv’nh L) ugensh gleam in her eyes. “It ain't

bsl A bugilhyn
lm have hort laer, 1 mll kil you!* seremm.
A" ”
#@# gg&g@hm 10 kiil ;am
sgwss !-)Emmc ea, ole gall” advised Joe
gg! FS" l9 FN@ like & Madwoman, and they
iR of binding her securely.

@N 99 e(us the gate-keeper. He had
86YOre WouRd, and mg not lflr;; to ;o m;

had a clear tield, but Jesse Was Aot 1t wail
Sk

ast. He had the signal
then called all £he men aF i éﬁ'nlﬂ o4, i
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yoB think your motber will bring
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e want 1o
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B 6-keeper and his broed have
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10 this piace.  They will eoto, Well,
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among the hills, of fake &
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il
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Baw Fronk

vo make ourselves mafe here \f we
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“ Danger is everywhere for us,"” remarked
Cole Younger.

vERut which s the better way?"

Thid point was debated at some length, and
each man was given a chance to voice his

8.

e was rather disappointed when he foond
the majority against him, but he accepted the
decision, and said they would stick to the hills
for the time, This decided, they looked to their
vigible situation closely. The chloroformed
bandits had fully recovered, and there was noth-
ing in that line to trouble them. The gate.
keeper and bia wife wers both too uveroly
wounded to have any danger left in them.

latter had been brought Into the bouse, and tnn
ihree membetrs of the family were loeked in ene
o0 56 Ehﬂt !ha daughter eould eare for her
aritable par

Some of the men were im favor of seeking
satisfaction for aft that had been done against
them, but it was Jesse's decisiom that they had
gotten the best of the fight and could afford to
be easy with them.

Watches were duly set, and those who were
not to stand guard at once went to bed. All
must be in good condition for the morrow.

One man who did not intend to sleep at all
was Joe 5. He constantly wandered around
with hia rifle in hand, seeking to protect bis
charges, ag he regnrdqd them.

Later in the night, when Jesse was awakened
by his own order, Joe came to him.

* Do ye 8'pose everyhody in these parts kmows
you are around?” he inquired.

“ Vary likely they dio.™

* Still, they may not.”

f Troe.”

* Waal, I've been thinkin. Now, it's a part
o' Sim's duty, a8 I've heard say, ter let out a
supply o' water from hyer every mornin*, early,
tee supply the Yankee mills below. Sbouldn't
we see (6 that?

“ Why shonld we?"

“Ter keep folks from wonmderin’ why the
water don‘t come dowm.”

“ The point is a fine one, and I think it a use-
less precaation, 8o widely are we hunted, but it
will do bo harm to see to it. Yes, the water
shall go down as usual. Lal us go to the gate-
house and attend to it now.”

They walked to that point.

1 am sorp at the lowness of the dam,”
said Jesse. +1 Bupposed it womkl be much
higher.”

“ Wal, yoa gee this was mestly a natural pond
hyer, and only a comy little work was
necessary ter make the dam. More ought ter be
done pow.”

“ Why?"

“The dam is mighty old an' weak. Some
rain will take it all away.”

*“ Once loose it would go to the plain be-
low like mad.”

“ So it would.”

Tiey stoed and looked down the ravine which
stretched to the north. As Jesse had pointed
out the liberated water would make a tremend-
ous race dowa that descent.

4 Now for the mill™

They entered the building, but found it so
dark that they could see but Jittle.

“ We shoald have brought a light from the
house,” remarked Jesse.

1 reckon we kin attend to it without. Stand
where yon be, an’ I'll fiud the gate.

Joe moved on. All these structures had been
put up, a8 Joe had explained, at another date
and for another purpose, and the gate-house was
like the living quarters, out of all pmpoﬂima 1]
the use it was now put to. Jesse did not know
where to go, 20 he stood etill and waited fef his
companio

For anhlle he conld hear Joe moving, but 88
be receded lesa was to be distinguished. The
roar of the falls drowned much whieh would
otherwise have been audible, too, and he wag
o|hligui to walt without any elew te the aifud-
t

Finally he thougfit he heard a footstep near at
handd Trying to see through the darkness, he
aski

4 Ia that you, Joe?*

“ Yes."

“ Have yoa got the gate uwp?
"Vieen,"

All the while the other speaker was advanc-
fog. It occurred to Jesse that his voice sounded
choked and unnataral, but this he gave little
thought. He came almost to the bandit's side.

«1do not hear the water escapimg,” added

Jasee.
“ It's all rigkt.”
“ Bay, is that yoo, Joe?'

Suddenly the bandit asked the question again.
The peculiarity about the voice was now added
to by the fact that Joe seemed to have growm in
stature. He now looked almost gigaatic, and
this unnatwral graowth gave Jesse a suspicion,

As he spoke" he raised his hand, but he was
not quick enough to preven; the catastrophe.

Like a tiger the man sprang upon Lim.

“ Diel" he hissed fieneely.

He had wrapped his arms aroand the bandit,
as if trying to strangle him iu boa constrictor
fasbion, and Jesse was almost crushed in that
tenacious hold. Then he was tripped, and the
man fell beavily upon him.

It was practically a complete surprise to the
bandit. His suspicion that the other person
was not Joe bad been but momentary when he
was attacked, and he thus had no time for de-
fense until he was beaten down, so his assail-
ant won the first round in the encoanter easily.

He seized upom Jesse’s throat.

Death lurked in that grasp.

The bandit rallied and made a desperate effort
to throw off'the bulky form. A comimt eusued
which was like that of two wild animals iu a
grapple to the death.

Over and over they roiled in the struggle.

Jesse managed to break the strangier’s grasp
on his neck, but he could not seem to do more.
He was over matched in strength, and all his
agility barely sufficed to save him from such ut-
ter defeat.

in and again he Flided partially from the
arms of his foe, but only to be seized again and
subjected to a new pressure.

Whom he was fighting the bandit could met
imagine, but one thing was sure. He had got
to end the fight or it would go against him. He
was a hundred pounds lighter than the unknown
and he was like one anchored.

Time and again he had tried to get his ma?l
ons but all in vain. Now he railied for a fresh,
desperate attempt, feeling that it must be done
them or pever.

Raising his clinched band he struck the stran-
ger full in the face.

An apnimal-like roar followed.

+«1 will kill you!” howied the adversary.

It was well said, but a trifle too late. Jesse
had secured his revolver, aud he did not hesi-
tate to use it. He clapped the weapon to the
giaot's head.

He pulled the trigger.

“*Wiho-0-0-0r!”

‘This or something like it escaped the lips of
the giant. His big arms beat the air like fbils,
and Jesse was glad to get out from under that
heavy form and away from the threshing arms.
Roar followed roar, and he began to think he
had encountered beast instead of man in troth.

erect, congratulativg himself on his
gooa lueck.

Crack!

Crack!

Crack!

There were three flishes just to one side, and
three bullets whistled through the air. Al went
close to Jesse, and one of them cut a line allong
bis_arm,

The fresh assault was too moeb for his pa-
tience, and he dashed madly at the markeman,

« It's your life or mine!" he shouted eavagely.

The danger was too much for the revelver-
man, He turned and tlied. A few steps took him
out of the mill, but right there he made his mig-
take. As he emnrged he was throwa into sutli-
cient Jight for his form to be distinctly visible,
and Jesse did not Jet the chance pass, His own
revolver was (hrown wop.

He fired.

The unknewn fell. . o

He began to twist about in a way indicative of
pain, and Jesse ran 8o hig side.

«“ For Heaven’s sake spare mel"” the ma# eried,
feebly,

“Ob! you are not so much on the fight as
you were, it seems.”

«1 am beat, and I recken I have my death:
burt,”

« You brought Ic on yoursel™

1 kuow I did."

“ Who are you?"

«“ My name is Dan GColes"

« What are you doing bere¥

« Zeb and I came up ter try an' capiore you.”

“ Who ig Zeb?"

“ The man you fought in the milk™

“ Oh! I see. Well, why did you come for such
a pupose?*

“ There was a reward offered for you, an' we
thought we would get it, 8o We came up.”

* How do you like your succeas?*

“ Yom have killed me, Jesse James.”

* You tried your luck on me first.?

“ So I did.
plain.”

“ Why were you in the mil?

“Zeb an'l waa bound ter find ye, an" when
we come hyer we soom sized the situatiom wp.
We went inter the mill ter comsult, so as ter be
out o' the way, an' then you an' the other feller
come out.”

“ What have you done with my companion?®

“ He is tied up.”

* Are you sure he is not injured?"

“Yes."”

“ [a anybody else near of your gang?*

%] don't know. Zeb an' I was alone, but Carl
Greene said it would be your plan to hide in the
bills, an’ 1 reckon the hills will be full o’ his men
by morniw’.”

o Bare

“They will have you, Jesse James!" added the
man, with something like triumpih creepiug into
hia vaice,

“ Will they? Well, I may have something to
say about that?

The bandit made sure that his foe was not
making a pretense of being badly wounded, and
then left him and returned to the mill,

After sgome trouble he fouud Joe Bliss by the
gate, tied as had been stated.

He was released, whereupom his tongue ran
swiftly with the tale of how be had been set upon
by the other men.

Jease gave him but little time to dwell wpon
it, but went to the giaot.

Zeb had paid the penalty of rashness, and the
Jast shot had been too much for him. He was
dead.

Forgetting all about the gate, the bandit kimg
hustened to the house with Joe by his side.

‘The men were aroused aud told of ihe Jatest
dewelq

“ Now,” added Jesse, ¥ my advice is that we
get away from here at once. We are somewhat
rested, and mature thought tella me we only Jose
valuable time by delnqu our departure. Weg
must get away sooner or later, nnd any further
delay will only give the foe chance Lo get at us
mlm‘)_ decisively. Why not make the effert
now?’

I die like a fool and I cau't com-

+1 agree with you,” said Cole Younger.

“ And 1,” added Jim Cummins.

“It's the best way, I thiuk,” Frank said.

There was not a voize to oppese the judg-
meat of the leaders.

“ Get ready!” Jesse directed.

There waa not much to be dane. Their horses
were brought out, saddled and bridled, and
ail the food they nunlld tindl was made up in a

package. Oue of their Iast acts was to unfasten
me door of the room where the gate-keeper and
hia family were, but it was done softly so it
would not be heard inside.

The second of the fighting men of the mill was
found not to be seriously wounded, and he was
brought in and laid on the fiwor. They bad then
doae all.

“ Mount!" ordered Jesse.

They obeyed.

“ Are you all ready?"

“ Yea"

“ Follow me, then.™

They rode down the mountain.

Joe Bliss' knowledge of the vicimity enabled
bim to tell them that the easiest and quickest
way, since they were gaing to the north, was to
take the bed of the ravine down whieh the
water fouud its way after escaping from the
lake, and this was done.

Joe did not go with them far. He had no de-
gire to kegp them compmuny in their lawless ride
80 they parted there from this valuable ally afs
ter rewarding him well with cash. Then they
went on alone.

Night was not yet past, and as they rode the
walls of the ravine was blacker tham ever by the
way. {o many places these walla were jimpass-
able for horges, and they gradually took the form
of cliffs.

In the center of the level space the stream
rushed swiftly along toward the lower Jand
where it was to feed the wheels. of the mills be-
fore referred to.

The bandits used caution in their journey,
but they saw no one by 'he way, friend or foe.

“ Wa shall reach the foot of the mountain be-
fore day dawnB,” remarked Frank to Jaesee,

“ Yes."

“ Which way then?"

“ We must push on to the west. It is the nag¢=
ural avenue of eacape, and though our 66ufée
will be readily suspected we can take ne 6thef.
We are in good condition for thé werk, and 1
think we may surprise Catl Gree

“ What is that sound?” asked Jlll\ Cumminag
sonddealy.
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“ Wihat sound?

* A kind of rosring.”

“ Probably the wimd,"

“ It hardly seemg like jr.”

“ It's from the rear,” added Frank, “ and is
like the roar of waters in a fidod”

4 Can it be the dam has broken away?” mur-
mured Jesse, thoughtfully.

It was opt really intended as a question, for
he did not think such a thing could be possible,
bat the idea was soon impressed forcibly wpon
the minds of all. The roar grew louder with
rapidity which was startling, and every eye was
tarmed to the rear.

“+ believe your suspicion is correct, Jesse,”
said Frank, nneasily.

“ But what shouid break the dam?"

* Possibly it has been tampered with,
strong?”

*+1 remember now that Joe Bliss said it was
not &t *

“ Either of the two thiogs may bave caused
the tromble”

“Set it down that the dam has burat!" cried
Glola.Ynnm@zr. “That roar cam meam nothing
else.”

“ Quicken yoor paee, boys!" ordered Jesse.
“ We can't oat of this ravine, and we would
be drowned like rats if the flood got at vs.’

“ Look!" shouted Jack Keene.

He pointed to the rear, and there was need of
no more expianation. Between the walls of the
ravine was a high white mass which looked like
a great tent.

" The finod!” cried Jesse. **Om men—an for
Foor lives!®

Was it

CHAPTER VII.
PURSUED BY FLOOD AND MAN.

terror. Rearing its head in air like a devouring
monster, the flood was leaping toward them at
speed they could not hope to equal, aud if they
were overtaken their lives would go out like
teeble candles.

Down the bed of the ravine they sent their
horses fiying at full speed, but for once the feet
of the noble animals seemed to their riders as if
weighted with

“ Look for a place where we cam get up the
tanks!* shouted Jesse James, hoping there
might be some break In the wall of rock.

“ How far to the open land?” demanded Hobhs

« Half a mile.”

“ ]Tihe“ we shall never live to see iv."

*44 Keep up courage.”

“ See the flopdd™

They did see it, and only too piain. The great
hillow was like{a monster thing of foam, and even
in the night it was a gpot of remarkable white-
mess, 80 great was the contrast ween it and
the surrounding area,

4 It gaing every rod!” called out a dishearten-
ed bandit.

« Men,” thundered Jesse, * set your faces to
the front and ride! That is what we are here for,
not to look back like Lot's wife. Look ahead
and ride! Keep your horse wetl in hand 30 as to
avoid a stomble, and give ail yoar atteatiom 1o
the work in hand. Ride your best™

It was being done already. Those animals
were accastomed to boing catled upon for their
supremest efforts, and they were not slow to re-
spond now.

On, on! It was a magnificent race, however
it might end.

Despite Jesee's order no one counld keep him-
self from looking back, and the sight was ter-
rible, and, really magnificent.

The great billow was gaining, and its roar was
now Intense. Whiter, too, It looked, and its
sweep was tremendous. If it once tonched them
their lives would go out at a breath.

Oun, on! It was a mad, a grand race for life.

On, on! Wall did they deserve every foot they
'wont over, but the fiood could not be shakem off.

On, on! Buot now the foe presses ciese and
the end is near. Vainly they look for some
break in the cliffs, for they are hemmed in help-
{ess. The most saoguine of them sees no way
of escape, and they feel a fear no man coald
awaken,

Nearer presses the fioad. Its booming sound
i like thal of a maester sea, and itd front ia
seen laghed into leapiog foam.

A grand, aterible sight—a sight which seema
sure death to the score of riders.

Nearer yeul The race 18 almost run. Like a
bloodbound it presses on their heels, and the
rearmost of the band imaginea he can feel the
touch of the dashing spray.

“ We shoald have degerted our horses!" mut-
tered Jesse James,

Too late! It might have been dome before, but
now the men would have no time to scaie the
cliffa. Too late! Anmd the fliocdl is almest at
their backs.

They gaze once more and see the fren billew
rearing its head far above them, filling the ra-
vine from gide to sidle. A moment more and it
will cover the riders and steeds.

Too latel No way is open now but that in ad-
vanee, and there thewlifls rise in midair—

“ Hurrabh™

The cry barsts in wild accents from Bob

It comes just as the bandits are
heads to the doom which seems
surely theirs, but there is that In tbe cry which
makes every one look up abroptly. No time is
that for talk, but Bob’s pointing band and their
own eyes tell the truth.

In place of the stubbomn rocks they see open
land on either side—a suddem change of scene
ag glorious as it is nnexpectedl —and with one
impulse they awerve to the left and dash out of
the line of death.

Noom too soon. Foam is iung by the billow
on the rearmost of the party, and then it goes by
with a mighty rush. Some of the water escapes
to ome gide and the horges are wet to their bel-
lies, tmt the impetus of the food canries mast of
it on ita direct course sufficiently far go they are
in no danger.

They stop, while the floodl goes shooting on its

way.

For the time the stoutest-hearted there are
speechiless, but Jesse fimally findls his tongue.

4 Saved—saved!”

He grasps the band of the man pearest to bim
and wrings it with fervor, and the example is 8o
comtagious that all fall to the task, and they
shake hands and laugh like schoel boys.

“ Saved—aavect"

Such was the cry which came from all, but
they had too much to think of to waste much
time there. , all daoger from the
water wag over, and they rallied to the demandg
of the occasion.

“Qur human foes remain,” said Jesse. “ Give
the horses five minutes to get their breath, and
then we will go on slowly. No hurrying until
our brave chargers are agaiu themselves."

Haif a mile they rode across the fieids, and
then a road was reached which stretched away
toward the west. This they took and continued
to ride ag fast as was advisable. Day bad dawned
and the sun was up—a pleasant day to look at,
but one they saw with them without amything
like pleasure.

There they met an old darky and Jesse halted.

* Uncle, how long have you been outi”

« Lawd sakes, I was oat afore day!” wad the
reply.

« Have you any other riders?*

sab.”

« No,

“ Alll quiet here, eh?"

“ Yes, sah. I s'pect dey is all huntin’ fer
dem Jesse James Boys."

« We are doing that, tea.”

* Be yelt .

“ Yes, we are one of the parties.”

» Was you uns de same who waé in de am-

busb ¥

* What ambush?*

“ Ower yender by the big tree.”

* So there was an ambush there, was there?"

“ Yes, sah; men hid dar all nighu™

* Wikere are they mow?"

“ Duono. Mebbe dey gome to anather of de
ambughes."

“ So there are more?"

“ Lawd sakes! Yon must be funny men ef
you nns doa't know dey is all through yere.*

“ We knew of something of the kind, but not
just where they were, for we are strangers in this
section. Well, we do not need tn go where reg-
ular watchers are set. We want to strike out
where we are likely to find no other hunters,
and by doing it wa may find the James Boya.
Can you tell us where to go, uncle?”

* Dat i can’t, fer dey watchers is all around.
Dey is like de sands ob de seashore, sah, an' de
Jesse James Boys will be huog up high as Ha-
man afore miphts”

« Thank you for your encouragemant, uncle,
Good-bye.”

The bandits rode on,

“ Thander?” exclaimed Frank. « iff they are
ag t}:n'ck a8 they are said to be we are in a bad
way."

« We are warned. Now let us fight onr way
throngb.”

« It's old work, but it looks a little onprom-

# On, men!” urged Jesse, * This is our time
to make a good showing.”

Quickening their speed, they swept away at a
lively trot: They had aveided the ambush of
which the old man bad spoken, but they conld
not long expect to keep out of denger.

At the end of a mile they neared a town of
gome size. If circumstances had been favorable
they would have gowe around it, but, as this
was out of the question, they atruek into an
easy trot and thus made entranee to the main
street.

It was their wish to pass as hunters of the
James Boys.

Their scheme might bave gone well had it et
been for an unlucky ocourren When they
reached the center of the place they saw there
was gomething of an excitement. Men were ¢ol-
lected, nearly all of whom had ritles with them.

“\I;nm:g ready for the bunt? remarked Jesse.

“ Ves.

“ Will it not be well to stop and guession
them as If we were real hunters?

* Do 8o, by all means. If we don't they will
almost surely be gnapicious, but a bold meve en
our part may enablelus to bluff our way irough.”

A little further they went, and then Jesseé
drew up in front of the staring eountrymen.

“ Gentlemen," be easily inquired, * heve you
seen any strange riders about liere thia moFn-

A man with a taft of beard on his ehin réplisd
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Those near him had seen enough of it, but
the danger was not all over. It was qulu a
distance to the end of the street, and ail
that way there was abundant ehance for ﬁlle
men who were hovering around the doers of
their houses to do harm.

As a rule these persons turned and daghed
into the houses, but their object Was s06m geen.
They came out, or appeared at the windows
directly after, and they had all kinds of weapona.

These they pre to use, and more bullets
swept toward the fugitives,

Crack!

Cracki

Crack!

Tue air was fall of deadly muosic, and it was
1uil of bits of lead which carried death in 1heir
train.

» Tame these tigers, boys!” thundered Jesse.

Other rifles were raised, and this time the
bullets sped toward the houses. There was a
tremendous rattling of brokem giass, but the
destruction did not stop there, for some of the
lead went to its work more effectnally.

It was a ride through vital danger, but the
bandits were recovering a little frem their shock,
and they made themselves heard as wellas felt.

sounded their yells.

* Dowm with tbe meddlerst

“ Fight your way!*

“ Give them shot for ahot!”

*¢ Long live the James Boys!"

Afterward this day was like a terrible night-
mare to the citizens, and even those who lired
now were 8 good deal dazed, and it was like real
life only in the dreadful execntion as they saw
the wild riders speeding dowm the street, their
horses going like mad and their own Centaur-
like progress so thrilling to bebold.

Outlaws they might be, but they rade like
masters of the art.

Carl Greere never conld claim but the people
bad rallied well at his command, bat to the most
warlike of them it was a great relief when the
band passed the last house and went galloping
off by the west road.

They were glad to part from such visitors.

With a rosh the towm was cleared, and while
Carl raged in impotent fury the bandits rapidly
receded.

“ Pursue!” higsed the detective. * Pursue to
the deatin?

CHAPTER VIIL
JESSE SEEKS REVENGE.

THE band galloped on their way.

“TRunmdker! but that was oue of the hottest
calis of ouc lifel” cried Frank James.

“ Carl Greene has a measure of raxengs; “add-
ed Cole Younger.

41 should say he has, and a bloody one.”

“4kt's a wonder we got oft' so well,” declared
Jesse. +We were right among them when the
firing opened, and we have reason ta congratu-
late ourselves it is no worse.”

“\Wimt! with four men dead?"

v Even there we are lucky. They are gone,
and [ am sorry, but you will see they were not
our old members, bat the four we added for this
oceason.”

« It 18 odd they were ali killed and none of us
taken,” morm. Jim Commins.

* We hear charmed lives, perhaps,” suggested
Jack Keene.

“ Yom don’t want to get that notion,” replied
Jesse. “If you do we may tind ourselves minus
more followers before we get out of tl From
the hour of the first alarm this has been a ride
for life or death, and a little change may make
it death for ns all”

« Carl pursuesi” exclaimed Frank.

«“It was to be expected, but he hasn’t the
means of doing mugh just NeW. thm We want
is to keen clear of all reguiar forces.

Tiie citizens had mounted the best they could
and were hurrying along. Carl might have die-
tanced the whote lot, bat he did not eare to, per-
haps. With such followers he couid hope for but
little, and he doultiess banked more on being
able te add hia faverite searchers later on. It
Waa 3 mystery how be happened to be without
themh, anyhew, hnt n, did not keep the bandits”
thenghts 4 great while:

They kept up their own speed and had the
pleasure of seeing the pusuers gradually disap-
pear from gight. Even Carl was uo longer vigi-
ble, and they seemed to bave the whoie scene to
themselves.

‘This led Jesse to meditate,

“ There was some serious miscarriage of the
detective’s plans at the moamntain,” he fimally
sald. “1lfiiec had not been so we should pever
have gat through their lines as we did.”

« It does look that way,” Frank agreed.

# With all tbe force he had he must have had
a well-detined scheme for surcapture.”

¢ 1t has not panned out pure goid to him.*

“ No doubt gome of his men are respensibie
for the failure. There was probably gress neg-
lect, but we have cause to bless whoever did

)

Holding their course as rapidiy as was prodent
the banditti pushed on until past noon. They
were moving through a billy country when one
of their number looked hack and immediately
sounded the note of alarm,

4 Look,"” he directed.

“ Ha! men behind us.”

“ Yes, and riding fast this way. »

“ It may be a party of farmers.

It is not,” replied Frank, demdadly. 4 Un-
less my 'eelmgs lead me all ustray we are again
in for it.”

“ Let out another link, boys!” nrged Jesse.

* If we hnrry we are sure to attract attention,
and maybe there is no need of winding our
horses again.”

“Doas I tell ym and perbaps we may be
nble to trick tiremn.”

“ How¥"

“ Do you see that the caunuy just abead is

wooded wilh a hill on one side?"

“ Yes,”

* We will try the effects of a stratagem there.
It may fail but if it does we may as weil fight it
out right bere. That party Is not large, and we
can make them tired if they attack us I think.
Oon!”

Rapid riding for ten minutes took them to the

woods. It was not so extensive as they had
hoped, but this did not prevent Jesse from try-
ing his trick.

‘The hill rese on the right, with a small stream
om the left, and the road carved around between
them. At what he judged to be the praper point
Jesge left the road and followed by his men, has-
tened up the hill.

* The greater vsrl nl the woed s on the other
gide,” he explained, * and even when they find
they have missed uu, they wili be likely to look
on the wrong side. With the reprieve thus gain-
ed we may give thani the slip whollly.”

4 We want to get quiet before they arrive
here,” cautioned Fraonk. * Owur horses are mak-
ing a 1 of racket.”

“ Ve will paase on the summit. Here we are,

The top was reached, but what they saw he-
yond was not what they had expected.
woods ended abruptly, giving them a good view
and they were surprised to see a dozen horsa-
men riding away at lull speed. They were cross-
ing & field hut the latter quickly joimed the road
where the highway curved around, and into this
they urged their horses at a gallep.

“ Well, that's & badly seared l«zl,"' yemarked
Frank, ln surprise.

 What do they flee from?" asked Cole.

* From us,” replied Frank.

* Why should they?"

“ That [ doa’t know. It is eertain, however,
that they were encamped here, and that eur
coming took lhem out of the way at the speed
you have seem.™

“ 1 reckon they must be as much out of love
with the law as we are,” surmised Jesse, with a
laugh. * The wicked fiee when no man parsu-
eth, We have done that ourselves and we know
how it #s.”

“ Well, a cottondail rabbit wouldn’t be ig it
with those fellows.”

There was a general laugh at the expemse of
the mem they had frightened se much, but they
were recalled to other matters by the beating of
hoots on the hard road below.

* Our own pursuers!” cried Frank. 4 Now to
see if they halt or go on.*

# They must have passed where we turned
oat, and they are still going,” added Jesse.

“ Yes, and they pass the knoll.”

“If only they would keep it up!*

“ Hal" exclaimed Jesse.

“ What?

1 Is there not a chance that they will confuse
themselegs on the strangers we have scared up?
Unlesa they are men who know us weli*they may
fail to discower the change, and keep on & pur:
auit of the other party.”

“ Jupiter, let us seel”

The bandits erowded forward to where they
could watch the road further o,

4 See the strangers hoof it?”

“ Geing for dear life, atn't they?"

“ There's the second gang.”

« Great luck! they do pursue the stramgers.”

*“¥es, and it's & hot chase.”

Despite all the signs the bandits found It al-

most impossible to believe their good luck, and
it was not until the rival racers begam to ges
well out of sight that they realized it fully. Then
there was a hearty laugh. They had no means
of knowing why the strangers were so much
alarmed, but it was clear they had done the
James Boys and their followers a great service.

As they receded the bandits consulted.

“ Where now?” asked Frank. + We ought to
lose no timwe.”

“ This useless chase may do us more geod
than we suspect,” replied Jesse. * Now, I am
in favor of striking off to the south, and seeitng
what we can do ther

« Just the plan,” agreed Cole.

* Right here there is chance to throw them all
off the scent. Let us make the move.”

Once more they got under way, and from that
time there was no delay. they and their
horses were in due comdition they were always
moving on, and when rest was necessary they
took it in some secluded grove.

Afiter it was all over it was never piain to any
one how they made their escape. They only
knew that, having been forced to abandem their
project, they acted the part of stealth and sue-
ceedied in their work.

Carl Greene, having laid the plsc 80 earelully.
and having once seen them in it, w:
know they had escaped him. So averyhmiy wmn-
dered why it was so. The explanation was that
luck favored them. That was the story in brief.

Three days from the acene last described the
band halted in a growe. Jesse had been unueu-
ally th L for some time, and he fifindly
hrnke the silence by owrnng to Frank:

4] leave you after to-night.

“ Leave na?*

oFeg "

“ Why?*

o am going to seek revenge on Thomas
Berry.'

“ The sgoumdrel!*

“ He thought he did a big thing when he be-
trayed us, but he may change his mind,"

“ Would it not be well to wait awbile before
we go there

*1 go alowe.”

"Nmmse. Jesset
pany you.”

“ No, Frank; yon will not.

M Why is thi s

1 can do the work just as well alone, and it
will be safer,

“ Not for mm"

4+1 have no fear."

“ 1 must ingist upon going with yow.”

1 go alone,” repeawd the bandit king,
ul-llr 1 have thought it omer, and it is best

I, at least, shall accom-

I go alowe.

“Bat if you get into troanbkie you will have mo
one to aid you.®

*+1 Intend to keep out of trouble.”

“ What will you do to Berry?*

“ Have revengel” and Jesse looked ominous.

+ Providence aid you.”

4 That scoundrel was a deliberate decoy to

us into the hands of the detective. Pre-
tending that lie had beem deprived of his rigints
as a stockholder in the bank, and ousted from
tlie directory of the comcerm, he pretended to
give us the sec of the bank 3o we evuld g6
there and rob it. What was the result? Wa
went, and we found Carl Greene awaitin
with men enough Lo capture A county of MissotFi.
Al a dellberate seheme on Bery's part, | de b6
lieve, and few we Ml Feap as a8 SoWR."

“ Right, oo™

“ We lost four men in the useless raidl”

1 am not nilllng to lose my share of ce
chance at revenge,” persisted Frank.

“i lmow, bat I am going alove.”

“ When!

At onee.”

“H ysm would consent to my mccompanying

oa—"

41 have planned it otherwise.”

Frank James, let the matter drop. It was plain
that Jesse was fiked in his determination, snd
that meant that urging would be wselass:

The bandit king prepared for the venture. He
secured material for a disguise and made himself
up as a farmer. If he had nem oing Against
Carl, it would not have been a disguise, foF
he bad often asaumed It be bi‘b a8 Carl wall
k‘neﬁ, but hie did Dot expeet te s8R the dEieCivG
at all:

Bidding goed-bye to the band, he set out
mounted on a horse ag little knowm to him as It
was to the forces of law. It would not do to
take Siroc along, and the change added mach o

his safety.
Well did he know that the trip was ons of
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great
daiily

Making use of a circoitons roote he gradoally
wound aroood and, at the end fize days, woa
in the vicinity of the last disastrons campaign.

One evening he reached a point Where a big
mansion stood at the edge of a presperoas town.

. A colored man stood by the roadside and the
A bandit pulled up. Speaking in a dialect suited
to his agsmmed character, he askedi:

# Kin yon tell me whar I be?”

* Why, sab,” answered the colored man,
“yyon'a on Massa Thomas Berry's plantation.”

“« This it¥

*V¥es, "

“ Yom wark for him?"

+ Yes, saln™

“sRigit smart place he has hyer.”

“ Dar ain’t a smarter one ia dese parts, sah.”

*cBesn with him 14

* Ever sence he was born.
ahead o’ bim.”

** S0 he keeps the old phumintiom ™

* He do mow.”

Howr

~ He'a tryin’ ter sell it off o he kin move ter
New York,” and the negro sighed dismally.

* So he's got land ter sell?"

« Yen, more’s the pity.”

* Wal, 1sorter am on ths watch for land ter
bay. I'm Ben Minker, from Webster County.
Up oar way we all want ter @ell, but we can’t
get nothin’' fer what we owm. The land is all
Inid op on end, ye see, an’ et ain't worth baolin’
ter the next Jor.”

“ Up in the mountings, is it?*

“]ahomid say i1t is. The Ozarke jest rare
their heads up like a mettlesome colt.”

* Yon're some ways from »

* Pm lookin’ fer a new land o' promize.”

*+How is that?*

** Oat fer land specaiation, ye see. Going ter
buy somewhar whar I won’t see the rocks all
the time.”

The colored man sighed. Having seen his
master’s passion for selling out, it o to

raril. anyhow, bat that Waa a part of hig
ife.

Isarved his father

- the negro that it waa melancholy to see every-

body trying to dispese of the old homestead.

~ So Berry wonid sell? pursued Ben Minker.

“ Yo "

*I'll call an’ see him.”

4 He won't be in until after sapper, sah.*

“ Tt cali then. I s'pose I kin git ‘commoda-
tions at the town yender, can’t 1%*

“ Dar’s a hotel thar.*

*« Al right. 1'll amble en, an' eall an' see vea
‘aos this evenin’. Will yom teli Berry that a gent
was along lookin’ fer laud?*

"

Ben Minker whistied to his horse and went on
his way, He had learned a good deal during
this comversation without betraying himself in
return, and he waa emcouraged.

¢ This land matter will give me an excuse for
seaing Berry,” he solilogumized, as he rode on,
« and if he gets out of the interview all right he
will be lucky. Ak, Thomas, you shall see what
it is to betray the James Boys!’

The hotel was reached, and the man from the
Ozark mowntaing put up bis horse and made hima-~
selt comfortable.

He said nothing aboat land bmylae in that

. Too mach talk on the subject would
make himself too conspicuous, 0 he lay low and
waited for evenimg.

Then he would see the man Who bad soid oot
the band.

CHAPTER IX.

WHAT BEFELL THE AVENGER.

E James was not dispesed e let aythlag
pass by him in the way of amusement. any &
time in the past hia love for what he termed
“fun” bad placed him in troobie, and he was
still the same Jease James.

There were no men loaflag around the hetel,
aod if there had beem, he would not have eared
o see them long, so he bad to be idie or seek
other chances for amusement. .

When he firat arrived he had noticed a comely,
bri gitl, who wad undoubtedly ap em-
ployee of the place; and when, later on, he Ro-
ticed her in the grove just beyond the buildings,
he sauntered out that way.

He had a susceptible heart himeelf, and, as he
was not ill-Jooking In his disgaise, he hoped the
girl would prove susceptibie too.

Reaching the be was surprised to gee
another girl with her—one who looked 86 much
like ber that It waa plain they were sisters.

Jesse came to a halt.
forgetting his Ozank dias

“ Ladies,” be said,
Bect, *1 hope I don't intrade.”

4 O, not at all,” replied the girl he had seen
before.
] soppose yaa are a guest of the hotel 10?*
“Lawal I'm the table girl,” was the laoughing
answer.

“1 happeasihilet”

“1t is s0."

* Wiy, yon have a more distingaished air than
haif of those you wait oo, I'll swear!” aud Jesse
looked astonished.

The girl seemed very much pleased, but she
replied:

“ They don’t think me any more than dirt, but
what do I care? 1 am poor, but I reckon [ am as
good as any of them."

1 ghould say so. Folks that are rich don't
always have brains, Now, I am blessed with
some money—{'ve seen the day,” complacently
interpolated the bandit, **when I have made 4
goad, 2olid haul of cash in one day—hut I ain’t
proud.”

“ Yom look sensible,” added the second girl,

“ 8o I hopel am.”

+ Won't you sit down?"

“ Den’t care if 1 do.”

The ice was broken, and Jesse had made a
good impression onm these commtry maidens.,,
‘They were accustomed to seeing plain clothes,
80 his own apparsl did not distarb them, and
his manmer was silently  voted fascinating by
both.

Am hoar passed very pleasantly. It was only
a flintation with the bandit, but he was an old
hand at it, and he was deferential and polite to
such a degree that he made steady advance with
the rosy-cheeked girls.

Finally tbe table gicl had to go to the hotel,
but her gister lingered with the suppesed farmer
from the Ozark region. He bad for the time
torgottem all about the revenge he had to seek,
ond he made the most of this oceasion.

He suggented a walk, and they moved away in
the gloaming.

He was not bashful and he wonld have taken
the main streets, bat she had some reason for
not caring to appear too much in public—he was
not slow to suspect )t was a matter of stern pa-
rents—so they kept to the side streets and ad-
vertised themselves but little.

Supper and everything else was forgotten by
the bandit; but, fimally, the girl said she would
have to gu. They parted in the grove where
they had first met.

*1 would like te call on you to-morrow,” re-
marked Jease.

*Perhaps 1 can see you herve,” hesitatingly re-
plied his companion.

* Alli right; here let it be.”

1 will come around to see my siter.”

« Ha—ha! Very good! Weli, pleasant dreams,
Jittle girl®

+Thank youo, 8ir.

+ Good-night.”

8he went away, whereupon Jesse langhed
lightly.

What will she say in the morning,” he won-
dered, * when she learns that Tom Berry (s killed
and that the Ozark farmer ig the one who did it?
Confound it! I sometimes think I might get
more out of life by being a decent man and hav-

gome true woman like her—— Bah! what

I talking about? Who am i? Let me get rid
of this weakness. Is it like an outlgw?"

He laughed, bot there was little mirth In it.
He waited awhile to crash down the better feel-
ing aromsed by the girl’s influence, and then
went to the hotel. He was waited opon by the
second siater, but no comversatiom passed be-
tween them.

After supper he went to his room to make the
last preparations for the ommious work before

Good-night!”

4
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Alll thig while,” he mused, ‘1 have carried
the decoy letter Berry sent me before the band
came or: that useless quest. I may as well de.
stroy it mow."

Ha pat his hand in hia pocket.

He felt carefully, but did not find the Jetter.

“iTkallo! bow is this? I know it waa in that
pocked, bat it may have got into anether. Thun-
der! -the thing is gone.”

There was danger in the letter. Kt was not
addressed to his own name on the envelope, but
the Inside hare his name in full,

411 have lost It since I have left the hotel,
sure as fate,” he added presently, 1 don't
like that. It it's fouud it may ruin me., Where
could it have gone?”

He was more worried over the matter than

18 usual to him ia criges, but he fiwally had an
1dea.

¢ took some things oat of my pocket when
I was in the grove the last time. It may bave
fallen out them*

“ What does it matter?” ha finally exclaimed.
« It's not likely to be found until I am well out
of town. I'll let it rest. Yes, for why peed I
worry about it? It's folly to de so. Now for
Tom Berry aud revenge?”

His whole maed changed, and he yielded
again to the ruling impulse of his trip. = Berry
must die, and it was ime to get aboat it.

Retorning again to the hotel, he made final
preparations and ordered his horse to be ready
&t a certain time. Then he went out aud made
his way on foot to the house of the man he had
doomed. Berry had heard of him from the old
darky, and was 50 anxiowus to sell the plantation
that he did not stand on cerem: when he
Jearned that the proapeetive buyer was #gain
thare.

Jease waa admitted at once.

The bandit could hardly eontrel himgelt when
he saw the man who had decoyed the band inte
their recent troubles, hut he did net intend te d6
his work inside the hewwe, and he exrbed his jn-
dignation and aeted his assamed part welk

1 am glad to sea you, sir,” said Berry, shak-
ing his hand cordially.

* Thankee, neighbor,” Jesse suwwered,

n :R-i'd you find good accommruiiutiona at the
el?
Ou Yas.”

*1 would have been glad to entertain you
had 1 been at home.”

“ Wal, it'a all right, suythow."

1 hear you are ia these parts on Buginess.”

“ Lookin® fer Jamd."

* Did my servant tell me you are from the
Ozark region?

“ Very likely, fer I be. Ye see, the land thar
« oll tarned up on edge, an' whan auF SEOCK
feed they hev ter take one another by the tail
an’ lower theirselves down the ofiffa tef @it amy-
thing ter eat.”

“ Ha, ha! I have haeard it s a reeky, hilly
country.”

Powerfull"

Weli, sir, I am going to move to New Yark
and try my luck with the Yamkews, and I am
going to sell this plamtation.”

* How much?

:.l;n“ thousand dollars.” ) bt i

it more than I thenght o' payia', but
hev the stull ter bay et of 1 saf ot -
 You will find it well worth all 1 agk, and if
you will come around In the mering ! shall be
gladleo shaw it to you.”

“ I'll see it iu part, tér-uigHy”

Howe: " DAl S
wg}tymﬂl guide me I'lt look afeund a lifils

NOW.
+Bat you can tell nothing in the darkness af
* Not as ter the soil,
I

but I ki
lay o' the land! I'm n = ey ggalégsagig‘gim
* It seems & waste of time, But if You 33y &6

Ido, an’ thea I kin think 1¢ ever duFip’ the
night.”

Tt Was Jesse’s object to lure the planter awa:
to where he conld wreak his vengeanee agdl Dﬂ{
0t of town before any one wnn?ﬂ kiow of tha
deed. Berry did not auapeet this, and theugh h§

thought the wh f hia vi
couid not nﬂord"::z :ng;f‘ﬁ‘:l‘?‘fi e Bﬂ%, ¥
He was about to agaee t8 £he propuuitivh whel
a servaut appeared and H
“ Massh Alfred Haynes is yers an' would 1iks
ter se yous fer & Mo, m%'.-"
oy —
@ 80y8 Lo K
early, an' Waiigs fi%%m ¥ it %EE- Y fﬂ%ﬁ §ﬁ;er.
+ Well, well, replied Herry, impatispily, © |
will ace him ifyou will exeess e, %ﬁ. flﬁlfﬁ{."
i il ...3%?,’;‘@:%%,’. Jesge, unauspiciousiy.
whssrng went onnllélrgd was g'eﬁm b aEnriaed
ien he saw
nhen e tom oz o fis Ial1oW Gitizan
“ Wiat ia this!" he asked:
4 Berry," returned Hayoes,
ot in therer”
* Am Qzark farmer—"

“ whom Bave Y68

R T
E‘B‘gﬁ@?ﬁ%ﬁg. hﬁhan%nﬁ?lsuﬁ%: e, of the

e e ~
e ot LR R
:'_g{. m‘i 'l;lfg' yoo are mad, Haynss»

]

The 7isitor extended a letter. It waa the
game Jesse had lost in the grove, and aiiiei:rii
the one Berry had written to decoy the James
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Boys to that vicinity on the former oceasion, he
was not slow to recoguize it.
Where did yon get this?' he asked.

“4lt was found in a grove where this reputed
farmer had been, and we suspect it was he who
dropped it. You can guess the resi”

** But this man is not like Jesse James.”

“ Of course; he is disgaised.”

#Tell me all about i

4 The hostler at the hotel found it in the grove
and brought it to the landlord. They consult-
ed, and agreed that the so-called farmer seemed
to be & man in disguise, and then they came to
me, In a twinkling it fitshed over me that the
outlaw had come here to kill you for decoying
the band into danger.”

Berry turned pale.

* You startle me,” he confeased.

“ We are in time to save you, as you wiil see,
We have brought men enough to subdue him,
aud thig we will do immediately,”

« He i3 a desperate fellow.”

1 koow in”

“ He woald kill us ali it he could.”

“ We will give him no chanes, but rush right
in and gecure hi

“ e Is doubtless wetl armed—"

“ 8o are we.”

4 Then there may be a mistake——"

“ There I8 mot.”

The visitors were so confident that Berry was
comvinced, and he Bald little mare against the
plan. It was arranged that they should makeja
great rush when the chance came and subdue
the bandit before he could use or draw his weap-
ong.
It was easy to pian, bot the numberiess cau-
tions they gave one another showed how their
courage was affected. They regarded Jesse
James ag a veritable demon, and were a9 mucti
afraid of his revoivers as if he bad been a dozen
ordinary men.

It must be tried, however, and the less delay
there was about it the safer it would be for
them,

They went seeretiy to tiie door. Jesse was sit-
ting as Berry had left him, and wholly unsus-
picious of danger.

‘The meh looked at eath other. It was to be
noted that some of them had lost the ruddy eolor
of face they uscally showed, but the bravest of
the party was not iu moed to jest about it then,

“ Ready?"

Haymes asked the question, not by speech but
by metion, and there was an affirmative nod
from all,

The door was filung open.

‘The dozen of men rushed in.

The sound of their feet was Jesse's first warn-
ing, and, though he bad not suspected danger,
it waa enough to cause him to leap to his feet.
He turned, and a swift change came owet bis
face as he saw so many intruders. His hand
flasdiedd to his powieet, but he was not in time to
make a atand like bimself,

‘They piled upon him io a body.

He was dashed to the floar and then they pil-
ed upon him mgain.

He was under the weight of hundreds of pounds
of human flesk, aud strong arms were grasping
at his bands or legs to preveat damage.

It needed no explamation to let him into the
secret of all this. Ever prepared for rough work
aad the enmity of men who obeyed the law he
had defied, be knew now that his plans had all
miscarried.

He stroggled In vain, bot at that time there
was gtill the ruling impalse io his mind, Cap-
ture was certain, but he wanted to be svenged
on Thomas Berry.

He had suceeeded in getting hia revolwer out,
and, ag he canght sight of a certain man through
the mass that hemmed bim in, he acted secord-
ingly. Pushing the weapom a little through the
arms and legs around him he pressed trigger.

Crack!

One chancs he had, and then a sudden twist-
ing of the mass of men pinioned his revolver
hand and it waz all over. A skillfal person en-
veloped hia arras with a rope, and a few turns
made him helpless. Amother rope and his lege
fared the same way.

Force of numbers had prevailed, and the lion
Was netted.

Not until then did the capters realize that the
triumph had cost one of their nomber dear.
Thomag Berry lay on the floor bleeding profusely
from a wound.

*{ am dying!" he gasped.

* The oatiaw has killed him)" cried Haynes.

* Lynch the roffian

':,Ay, ase me rest of the rope to swing him

op!
Bueh was the advice advanced by some, but

others had more regard for the majesty of Jaw.
Realizing that, no matter how much a criminal
may deserve death, citizens part from every
gemblance of their manhood when they try to
rob the law and do its work themselwes, the
covler-headied of the party combated the idea
and carried the day.

The lynching project was sbamdoned.

A mesgsenger was hustled away to bring a
doctor for Berry and the constable to take charge
of the prisoner.

This done, they tried to stop the bleeding of
Berry's wound.

“It's my death-hurt!" he gasped.

“ You will ymliy*

“*No, no; I feel that I have my deathn”

“If that is 80," added one of those who favor-
ed lynching, * Jesse James dilea before another
sun riges!™

CHAPTER X.
WHAT HAPPENED IS TUE BANDIT'S CELL.

THE bandit smiled sarcastically.

*«{ shail live to see you a dead man!™ he re-
torted.

“ we will gee.”

* The rope 18 not growm which will end my
career, but you can’t say the same with confi-
dence.”

“ Jesae James!" retorted the citizen, **1 swear
to yoa that if Berry die® of his hurt you shall
swing for it, and not wait for trial, either.”

a allt?
teel different when you are brought
to account fot shooting Thomas Berry.”

“ It was done iu self-defense.”

“ You came to his house to murder bim."

“ How will you prove it»

** Wait and see, But Kttle proof is needed to
comvict sach a rufflan as you.”

“ Easy, my maa, or you will briug ou apoplexy
in your rage,”

Jesse was irritating his captors, but they saw
the folly of talking to him and let it drop.

The docter came in haste. He examined
Berry, and found he was in ne Immediate dan-
ger of death, but the wound waa one which
might well be regarded as serious to an ex-
treme. The bullet had passed close to the spine,
and he feared that vital part of the system bad
received harm which woulki be permanent.

Berry was put to hed, and Jesgse was then es-
corted to jail by all the men of the party. He
amiled in derision when he saw how he wag re-

He was bound so securely that be
could not by any means have broken loase, yet
they all walked close to him, watched him
sharply, and a2 many as could keep thelr hsnde
on him did so.

Thus might a captive Bengal tiger have heen
egcorted to a place of imprisonment.,

The jail proved to be a place much stronger
than towns of the size usoally are able to boast
of. It was of stone, and gloomy to look upon,
and Jesse could quickly see that it would not be
easy to break out.

He was hurried into a cell, and, with the ropes
still om his arms, left alone. This was perfectly
safe, for he could nat break those bands.

Left alone, he gazed around by the dim light
of the candie left with him. He woald have ko
put op with primitive comforts while he remain-
ed there—the jail was not for luxury. He sat
down on the edge of the cot.

“ Well, this is interesting!” he muttered. *¢i
am netted as sure as fate, and the outlook is not
promising.”™ .

He struggled once with his bonds and then
stopped.

“ Uselesa! They have me secore, and what
Carl cannot do they have dose. Fine chance for
me. The news of this will go singing along the
wires, and Cart will hasten here, aud all Mis-
souri will be up in arms to greet me—with by~
man's ropes and the lilke.”

‘The bandit king was taking it eoolly, but he
was far from satisfied with his situation. Weli
did he know how fiemiy they Wweuld try to keep
the prize they had won.

*“ And the band is too far away to help me!
he mauttered. R

Bold as he was it was a discouraging tmought,
and be lost his useal high spirits for awhile.
His old mood was brought back by the accur-
rences outside, The natural sounds of the jail
were soon added to by the murmur of many
voiges, and he knew the whole town was gather-
ing under the excitememt of the news of his

it was a big night for the citizens.
Jesse heard them clamaring outslde. Some
called for rgpes with which to give him over to

Judge Lynch, but the greater part were simply
eager to see the renowmed outlaw.

1t don't look as if 1 am to be put on exhibi-
tion, to-night,” remarked the soner with a
yawm, anon. *‘so [ may as wa|] lie down and get
some sleep.™

This be did, and whea his keepers looked in,
later on, they were amazed to find him sound
asleep. Such nerve impressed them as being
little less than astounding.

With this one exception there was little sound
rest iu the town that night, While Jesse slept
the people nearly went wild over the capture,
and they were tao nervows to become quiet right
away.,

When morning dawaed Jesse awoke.

“ Not lynched yet!” he laughed, lightly.
“ Possibly they mean to let me die of these
bomds. They are getting rather monotonous.”

It waa gtill early when the old murmur outside
told him that the crowd wail ering once
more, and Haymes finally put in liis appearance
with a man who proved Lo be the jailer, Matthew
Pyne by name.

“ Jesse James,” gaid Haymes, ‘1 have come
ag a representative of the people.”

*“ Among geese there 13 always ome that
quacks louder than the others,” was the bandit's
encouraging comment.

“ Don’t insult me, sir!'

* Did 1? Bless me, I didn’t think it possible™

“ Attend to business,” angrily replied Haynes.
* Where I8 the rest of yocr band?*

*“ Do you want them?*

“ Yes."

* Then 1 would su that yoa go and look
for them.” agest

“ We shalll™

“ Let me know your luck afterwards, will
you?”

“ Your men are pear.”

“ Good !

“ Are they not?*

“ Yeou say they are."

% Confound it! [ am after information!” cried
Haymwes, sharply.

* Praceed!™

“Of course you brought your followers along
with you.”

*« How did you guess jt?*

“Is it not trwe.”

1+ 8ince you request me to tell, it is true"*

* Wihere are they now?”

*1 don't kmow.”

“ Are they disguised?

* Oli, yes! and in line sh:

“ What do they assume ta be!

“ They are disguised as meu,” coolly replied

esse.
* Confouud yoor impudence! [ did not eome
here to be insulted! almost shouted the eiti-

“I{ you had done go it would have shown
poor judgment.”

“ Jesse Jainea, it will be to your geed o trest
me with vespect.”

1 was just thinking of that.”

* Where are your men?"

“ Where they are 1 don’t know, but they are
around. One ia made up as & minister, saother
as a lawyer, anather aa a laberer, another as a
peddiier, and 80 on through the list. They are §8
well disguised that their own mothers would pat
know them, and you may as well pive it wp.”

*+{ shall arreat every stranger who puts in sn
appearance.”

Jesee tried to hide thetwinkle in his eyes.
Uufortunately, his men were far away, but he
would be Jikely to put somebedy in danger and
make things lively for strangers whe might
strike the town,

“ Berry Is very bad off,” said Haynes, anon,

“ He always was.”

4 You are likely to swing, Jesse James.”

* Oh, 1 shall live to be a humdred.”

* Your career i8 ended.”

*It’s only just begom.”

1t's only fair to you to say that the lynehers
are gaining in numbers here. We who balieve
iu law will do all we cam to save you, but you
had better be prepared.”

“ Give me weapons, and [ am not afrald of
all the carriom the lynchers can get togstier.”

“ We would not think of doing thas.”

“ At least, free my itemds.”

“ Not yet. Possibly we may later an.”

Jailer Pyne put in an appearance.

“ The citizens are clamoring to bave a view f
the prisoner,” he explained, after a Io6g 66k
himselt.

* I suppose we must let them march thvough.”

It was dome, and a notable ccvumon it was.
They came with feelinga of hatred, awe and
horror about equally blended, but Jesse put 64
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his most pleasant smile, and going to the barred
dwr, Inngw and joked at the expense of all whe
ed by. It was a steady stream Uniil aearﬂy

nl men, women and children, bad been satiafie
and then the jail resumed its old quiet.

is was in paft accomnied for by the faet
that, as Jesse James gained from a chanee e
mark, 80 many of the men went out to search
for tbe other outlaws.

‘The kl:} of the bandits laughed anew as he
thought the vain quest.

an hour passed. During that time ne
one had been in 8ight, but lie tinally heard light
steps In the corrider, and he looked with inter-
est. No man made those steps, and he was
curious to see who was coming. Some one ap-
peared at the barred door, and he felt a simgular
thrill,

It was the rosy-cheeked girl who had been big

companion in the walk of the previeus night.

Something made the hlsmi mount to his
cheeks, bnt if he expected a cordial greeting he
was disappointed. She u,ond still and leoked
with a strange ex ion upon her face. Rally~
ing suddealy Jesse stepped forward to the burs.

"1 was very good of yon to come here,” he
said.

Her lips moved, but she said mething.

* Very kind,” he repeated, somewhat aWke
wardly.

Now he couid see that her face was pale, and
that there was much In her face whieh teld of
deep luling There was horror with all the rest,
ond the spark of better manhood she
bad be!ore awakened was stirred anew.

Agnin he finahed. ,

* Tiings have chtﬂgld IIEOB lmt night,”" he
said, more awkwardly than befo

Her silence was suddoﬁly hrakgn.

* You—you!” she gasped. “ Are yom Jesse
James!

His nsuaily bold eyes fell.

* I am,” be eonfessed.

* The outlaw?"

* So men call me.”

* Apnd it was you I was with last might!"

There was 80 much in the wWords that he felt
the blood increase in his face. This Was a goed
woman, and he had wen her respect onee.

I—i did yon ne harm,” be muttered.

“ You claimed to be an henest man, and oh,
what wonld they think if they had seen Uz i@-

ther!”

8he clasped her hands, and her fiRe face Was
tremulous with emotien.

The evening stroil wmsh had b 9 little tg
Jesse, had been much to her, and 1t had Been R
trifling matter to see thio delusion shatiered thug

Ta

et they didn't see ust" asked Jeese, and he

simcerely hoped for & veFly in the negative.
I think no one &

* 1 am glad of that”

«But, oh, 1did not suspees this!” and again
she clupeﬂ her hands with emetion Rel i9 be
mis!

The ‘bondit was uneasy, bat he vm hmmmg
much like his old aeif, and he i

* How happens it you were lemd 10 come
bere mow?”

+ No one knows I am hare”

+ Then how did you get here?"

+1 am the jailer's daughtes."

+ Hal 18 that 0% o

* Yes, I am Vesta Pyne, and the jailer is my
father.”

“ Your slater—"

+ She Is hourified to learn Whe you are, and
she says she would be giad to pull on the Fepe @
bang yow.’

~ %06 1 not kind, but you are 8 im!ﬂfe——
scDon’t say thatl” eried the girl, gharp!

“ Why not?’

1 shonid have believed you lust wah

Her pretiy face darkeaed and her head ll.
nnd Jesse was eloted. Right here he saw

[

i) wny not new!" he asked, wwmg 2 mek:
ancholy air. “ I hun my_faulie | know, but |
am humaa suil. Was it idle faney whlsh made
me pause in the midst of severe Work 19 Walk
with you? No, no; it wes ;emoambg dupsv
than thul it was the homage of & m&n (8 lkue
'BBII'L

v
“ Why d';uyben emw
1 know yoR ROW."
« Dosssthat: end adl1?
Yes.”

“ Why?"
Because you are Jesse Jam
+Is that & eirme Which mm be atened

for?? ,,
i enrth, It cannot; In Yiewven, 1t may”

“ Are you so unforgiming®*

“ I am not that. I wish I eould plrﬂan yan
in reality, and 1 wonld do so giadly.
nothing, though—"

+* No, no; say not that. You eun. and sure-
ly yoa will do something for me!™

The eager bandit leaned forward and devoured
her face with his burning'eyes. With her, n#ht
there, was the one hope of his suceess.
girl loved him and upen that weakness he must
work.

“ Nothing, pothing!” she asserted. “1 am
Borry for you, but that is all. I know you eow,
and it seems to turn my blood to ice. You are
Jesse James——"

“ And do yon think me nll w&’f'

* Ask the men of Mirsonnii

“Is there not such a \hiu@aa aman being leas
black than he is paibred?*

“@mne sin the best may commit, but to sin res
peatedly shows the heart which prompis the
crimes.”

“ Vesta, if I stay here I shail be Iynchedi™

8he shivered at the blunt speec, and buried
her face in her hands.

“lI am not fit to die,” sald Jesse, with as-
sumed mourrfulness. * My life has not been
what it shonld have been, and if the lymchers
come, I shall be hurried into eternity with my
sina still scarlet.”

‘Why did yon not think of that before?"
Gapﬁvity quickens the tlow of one’s better
thoughts.”

‘Let these thoughts han full acope.”

*Bat the lynchers—"

*Do not 8peak of them.”

* Ah! they are not to be rid of™

«Think of the other futmne™

*Veatmll™

« Wi

+You will not see me die hered?

* What can I do?

* Your father is jailer here.
can get the keys and liberate me.”

“ Ne, no; § would not if I could”™

~ And must my life go out tius?*

“ Look for other help; I can do notbing,™

She turned to go away.

Somehow, you

CHAPTER XI.
A FOOL AND Mi3 REVOLVER.

“ VeEsTMdl®

Jesse James spoke in the most pieading voice,
and the jailor’s danghter paused.

“ Are you going to leave me tuas?"

1 mlm There is nothing for me to slay
longer for.”

I8 it nothing that my life is in danger?*

It is not my fauie”

Little girl, do not desert me now. IfI were
in a regular prison I would not care, but this is
not that. It is a jail so weak that it may easily
be entered and a prisoner taken out to be iymched.
Vesta, don‘t desert me! Bring me help! When
the way Is elear, como with the key and open the
deor—*"

N, no; I cannot!” the gﬂ eried.

* Will you not save my kifle¥"

* Look to the proper source for aid’™

* But the lynchers will come firstrsts=""

« Heaven forbid, but be that as it may, I can
do nothing. Do not ask it me. I must
now. No, no,”—he had called her name plesd-
ingly—"Eesmuot, will not listen. Geod-bye!”

She hustened away.

Jesse looked after her lhengh“ully.

* There is hope,” he murmired. * Yes, jus
one grain. It is no mere, but I will cling to il
The girl is touched. Now she knows who I am
her very soul recoils from me, bot she can't
shake off the spell wholly. Cheer up, my bold
bandit; there may be hope in the maiden yet.
Thunder! I hope she will not make & vow to
eome here no mors!”

Jesse walked his cell and meditated. The
girl’s visit had changed the current of his
thoughts vastly. Bofore there had been no vis-
ible chance, aad he had taken all philesophi-
cally, but it was not so now. Life was as dear
to him as to any one else, and he began to Jook
to the future and speculate on bow much he could
kope for from Vesta.

“ A woman’s love will lead her into all kimds
of folly,” he muttered, * and it may not be my
fate to die in this den of foes. No gallows for
me if I can holp it, and I'll keep my eyes open
for belle Vesta.

Again a footstep in the corridor.

“The jailer,” said Jesse, aloud. “ No, I thimk
not; it isa shuffling, uncertain step, like that of
a drunken man, Who comes, I wonder?*

A man appeared at the barred door.

He was young, bat seemed to have gome to-
seed. His hair strayed over his shoulders and
face in a wild erratic manner, and that face was
dull and vacant of expression.

He took hold of the bars and looked in. Big

grew his eyes as he Jooked.
Well,” cried Jesse, alter a pause, “ what @o
yoa thluk of the grizzly bear?”

Tiie man at the door giggled.

“ Be you him?" he asied,

“ham.”

“ Where be your claws?*

“ Don't worry, but I bave them with me.™
hl:l didu't think you would look so mild as
tl

“ Who are you, myhm-/”

* Little Willie Bewsom.™

Jesse had eagily perceived that bis visitor was
weak of mind, and he determined to see if there
was any hope iu him,

* You are lucky, Willie.”

*Ibe? Why am 1, mister?"

" You are firee.

 Yes, that is s0.”

n#But 1 am shut wp.”

“TRimtiie because you are an evil man, and
the people don’t like you. The old ladles shiver
when anybody says Jesse James to them and
then they say, ‘@ﬂ!‘ mwwmmbnm

“ Do they say tivg?

" 'l'ha old ladles wrong me, Willie.”

* I don't know.” replied the simpleton. ** The
old ladies are good, and they know lots of thimgs.
I like them wod it mokes me feel bad €6 566
them sbiver and be 8o much sfrsid.”

“ Theru is no reason why they should be sfrgid
of me.”

“ Tiiey say there is, and they know s lot of
thm’gzo Do you know what 1 am golng to do?”

Wiilie produced a revolver.

“lanm going 10 shoot you?

“ Thunder! why should yon do thgt’

Jesse was really startied. The Kérctofore
blank face began to light Ap with a wild éx:
pressior, and it became avident that simple Wil
lie was dangerous.

“Tam not going to bave the old ladies wor-
ry,” repeated Willie, * and the only way to helis
it Is to shoot you. You had better pray, for 1
am going to begin right oflL”

“ See here, you idiot, put up that rsvolvef,

you will kill yoursel( with it. Willie,” a8 & Bew
ld-a strack tlie bandit, * let me uiy the wi
of you; 1 will pay yon well, Wil you gell itf
“ No, 1 won't!” waa the stubbora reply. ' All
I want is to kill you, and 1 am golag t6 dve it
He took aim.
. Hald up!" shouted Jesse,

Wlllle fired, and the bullet eut & fiele in £
bandit's sleeve.
i EI’&‘E

& Slop—nopl" yel]ed the prisener.
A fool Willie was, but ne ﬁwa eﬂ& mw

that gum, you foo)?"
pature often seen in his k
mined to kill Jesse ana Eut the algalﬂaﬂ foe s

9asse, and he set out 6 d
The hnm‘l t did ;
on e oandit did some of the liveliest ddaiirk

Bang!

Jease seemed to be trai i
o e o training for the pesition 6f

Hardened adventurer that the pFiseher wa
the little cell and being shet b Bigeea 36 4é)
?;;:’;J :n;;‘i “:n aid Al ne eml ;nggvsm é
away whenever L W@"% gf%
gu:lmd;l!‘ﬂeull Eﬂsk e! gmlﬁﬂ the tamem u&‘l
d'i:Tn;E: {ﬂro: f: lrl‘;'ggtiéfﬂéllﬂﬂ “Wilfis
thrust the revolver EBE@HE‘h 5 g
hot, we Bﬂlt‘fu %ﬂ é
8 o oo o R“:éz““f ﬂmu% i il
ton's grasp, aud It went Fattliag 8 {15 HLGF
= %Lg?;aoécl;atozgi? %‘2@ yau aemg‘ Gét
away from there!”
e o Mo {5
ver lay at Jesee's foat, iﬂﬂp ”415%% lfgﬂ&ﬁ ﬂg?ls
Hauol What is geing on HB ﬁl{ean

he was appalled at the (Hought 6f iiﬁﬂg e 18 igﬂ'
but Willie held Io ms BHE B§
Help did not come, and Jesss felt | lﬂﬂt 18 st
ourth shot was fired the
omvead Bal
Just then there was a amm m ms éafﬂdﬂf
Wiille grew panic-strieken. He lgpked Gﬂ'ﬁﬂ
t dnder the Yot
“* Well, sir,” tbe bandit inswaml it eﬂsfé iagd
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Tuil nsw, but one of your fellew citizens bos tried
to shoot

“ 'rrymg the same trick you like 8o well, eh®”
retarned the jailer, with anything but friendly
attention.

« Am 1 to be butehered in here?*

1 think the lynehers will select some tree

With thia unsatisfactory und non-commital ye-
ply, the jailer went down the corrilor to look for

Willie. He bad po sympathy for the prisoner,
but he did not inted to have the village fool in-
vade the jail and do any such promiscuous shoot-
ing. Willie bad fled, however, and the jailer re-
turned to the cell.

** Are you hit? he iinquired.

4 No,"” Jesse replied, + but is this a sample of
what I am to expect?”

“No; our way is the rope.””

“ Be urlolu. sir, for cmee. [ object to this
latest work.”

“FPropenly, too,” more soberly returned the
jailer.  * You shall be troubled ne more with
the fool. I'll keep him out.. 1 don't kuow what
fancy sent him in, smyiow.

He wandered on, but, now Jesse was over his
panic, he not leel 80 very bad about the simn-
pleton’s Under the bed was the revolver,
and though he was not now in comdiition to make
any use of it, it might do him a good deal of
service later on.

“ The idlot made me dance the liveliest dance
of my life, but there is balm in Gilead. Now, if
foolish Vesta will help me out, this revelver will
come in play, as there are still two shots in it.
I daresay. Dear Vewta, come guickly.™

‘The bandit laughed iightly. He liked to bend
people to his will and make use of them, and
the hope from Vesta was so strong that he did
not yield to gloom in the leass,

Amen Hagnes and the other men came to the
cell. They had hunted for the other bandits and
found no one, and they had an jdea that Jesse
might be induced to betray his comrades.

He waa given all the chaace in the werld, but
he coatinued cheerful and frivolous and belped
not'at all. Instead, he was quietly saucy, and
he often stung tbem to the guick, so that they
weut away in an angry mood.

As night approached Jesse grew mervous.
Several times men had guthered outside his cell,
and voiced sentiments which werried the bandit.
The threats of lynch-work became more clearly
defined, apd it was not to be taken with com-
posure,

I it had not been for the one hope from Vesta
he would have beea glad to see Carl Greene ap-
pear, for that man would find a way of saving
him from mob-law, and this was one thing the
bandit cou'd not think of with ealmness.

He got the revolver out from uuder the bed
and managed ko thrust it into his pocket.

* Confound these bonds!" he mattered, “* why
can’t I get them offt If I am to be lynched 1
want to make some mave in the game, mjself”

After some thought he selected a place where
be could chafe the ropes, and then begam the
long task of breaking them uundn It wn nol
ensy, but he labored on, being intarru
eral times, but aticking to the werk m!h(ully

Night fell.

The bonds were weakened hat not removed.

The bandit grew decidedly mervous.

“ Oh! that the band was here!” he muttered.

Aht a footstep in the carridor; allight step,
too. He started up and looked eagerly—uthen bis
blood leaped in his veins aa he rot lized Vesta.
She was very pale, but her manner was that of
one with a fixed purpons.

“ Little girl, [ am very glad to see you,” cried
the bandit.

**Hash!
hear yom.’

“ But you are my friend—eh, yes! my friemd.”*

*“Do youn deserve my friendship?” Vesta asked,
tremulously.

#i—{ am trying te.”

“ Jesse James, if you ever get out of bere
what will be your life?*

He thonght he understoad.

“7 am tired of tl ife and [ want to re-
form.”

“ Are you sincere!’

“ Can you doubt it?

*1 don’t know what I doubt; I domt know
what t think; but one thln{ ia sure, if you re-
maim here you will die at the hands of the Jymch-
ers before dwy.”

“ But you will save me—yom sarely will”

* Jesse James, it ia something terrible for
your life to go out EQ"

* Jast what I vhimik.”

1 know my duty to my fellow citizens, hnc I
may have a daty to yoar tmm eonl
the doubt cu that polat which worries no—th-

Do not speak so loud; they will

inability to know whether there ia hope that you
will refirm.”

Her voice shook with emotion,

“ Then [ will be your friend forever?

* No, nol” she cried. with a shiver. i do
not want that—i only wish you to be a friend to
yoursaif. Save ynmmlﬂ when you are gone, aud
1 will save you mow.”

“ Biess you!” exclaimed Jesse, in an intense

vaice.

“ Seet T have the kzy to this door!™

* Angel of my life!

“{ have tned to thmk o( n  way of getting you
a horse, but I know of mon

Jesse thought he could Iind a way, but he re-
plied mee

1 am a good foot-traveler.”

“Itisa wnnﬂntlmm of the help I giu yor that
I do not furnish you with any weapom.’

“ It may be hest 50,” agreed Juu, thimking
of his present prize in that line.

Vesta applied the key to the door and then
hesitated.

*: Quick!" Jesse breathed.

“Tt may be a mistake——"*

“ No, no; it i3 not. Hastem!

She turned the key, and the door swung back.

Jesse hastened out. Hi3 hands were still
bound, but she had thought of that. She had a
knife and the bonds quickly fell away. He made
a move to seize her hands and preas kisses wpon
them, but she drew back and preven

“Come with me,” she said, tremulously.

A few steps aloog the corridor aud they were
where the opem land stretched away before
them.

M Go!” spoke the girl, ¥ and may the impulse
of good be strong within you. Go, but do not
forget that your life is given you to repent.”

CHAPTER XIiL
THE HUNTED BANDIT.

JEssE JAMES had devoured tbe scene before
him with eager eyes. He now turned to the
girl. She thought it was to impress his grati-
tude with lover-like warmth, but right there she
made a mistake. She drew baek to aveid him,
but tha bandit was piaeumly a different man
Ll’liﬂ Wh@ﬁ he was in the el e had Made use

A, ARd Bow I:Eﬂl the EBHIES was done Ber
usmlnm had dapar

He felt able to cnre rgr himself, and did not
think seriously of her any further.

“ How can I go 80 as to best aveid them until
I am out of town?” he asked, guickly.

“ Keep to this side of the tawn."

1 will. Thank you!*

he hastenesd away.

Vesta had been anxious to aveid any warmth
of .demonstration, but she was hardly prepaied
for this summary andmg of their interview. Ex-
cept for the erratic words by the cell daor he
had made no shaw of thanking her, and she bad
risked enough to deserve something, she
thougt.

She watched him horry away in the night
shadows, and then shook her head.

«] hope I have made no mistake,” she mur-
mured, ** but he does not act like ome whe is
hcgmnmg a better life.”

She paused, hesitated, and added:

41 fear I have made a misinke!”

This idea often came to her in fulure yeara.
She never saw Jesse James againm, and as hey
share in his ecape, through good luek, passed
unsuspeelnl by ali, she had na trouble over it;
but when, io the !nnure years, cured of her fapey
for the hnndlt and happily married to a worthy
man, &he thought of the events of those two
days, she suspected as she did then, that she
hatl made a mistake in releasing him.

Jesse bad no such thought te Worry bim, and
he bagtened away with a light heart.

« They don’t take mealive again!” he mutker-
ed. **am free, and free I will remain. Where
do I go mow?

He paused and looked around in uncertainty.

“ Tom Berry still lives, bot perhapﬁ T have

myself there

’rha idea was correct, for Berry lay for twe
months on a bed of sickness before he was able
to desert that towam forever nnd carry out his
plan of removing to the Norkn.

«i must have a horse,” added the bandit,
“and, aa I can’t’ go to the hotel in anything
like safely, I will see what the nearest stable
will yield me.”

Moving on he arrived at the point named and
unhultmn ly opened the door. A horse was
in the mﬁ and though it waa too dark to
admit of lnythlng like a good examitation, the

bandit found that the animal’s legs were trim
and smooth to the touch, and his maaner was tirat
of a mettlesome young horse.

Finding the saddle and bridle Jesse put thenr
oo and commenced taking the horse out of the
stable. Just then some one else entered.

# Hellot what 13 geing om here?” he eried.

Jesse was for the moment too mueh dismayed
to reply.

« Thief!" cried the owner of the stable. + You
think to steal my horse, but you will find it won't
work.”

He sprang forward to seize the baadit, but it
was no time for the escaped prisoner to Ihenme.
Iie had mechanically drawnm the revolver mc-
quired from foolish Willie, and he now used it,
Taking quick aim, he fired, aud the owner of the
horse dropped.

Jesse hurried out.

“ You scoundrel!” cried the weunded man
¢ you have doue your work poorly, and I'll be
the death of you yet! Help—help!™

The cry startled the bandit, but he could not
stop to attend to this man. Besides, he had
but one bullet in the revolver, and that might
be needed for a more pressing occasion.

He leaped upen the back of the horse aud
dasied away.

The cries of the wounded man rose with power
wiiich told that he was not fatally injured.

* Help—belp!™*

“On, horse—on!” urged Jesse. ' You
now belong to a man who will put you to severe
tests if you long remaim hia property. n—ont”

There was a sort of lane which led through
the town back of all houses, and this was the
coarse the handit was taking. He lacked the
knowledge of the place which one ought to have
to flea for his life, but he intended to take a direst
course and keep on to the best of his ability.

“ They are being aroused by the yells of that
fellow,” Jesse muttered, looking back. *‘T hope
1 shall not have a brush befora I get out of the
town, I want a little breathing time. Yes, and
what would Vesta think of her protoge? I have
had te sheot one mam already, and if the record
18 langthened she may net think my repentance
sifears.”

He laughed lightly, but the laugh died away
aa a hoarse shout came on the air.

“+Hallot”

Several mem appeared where a street intei-
sected the lane he was following.

“ Hnltl" added the speaker,

u Go¥

Jesse dug his heeis into the horse and the
sprited animal sprung away with long bounds.

“ Hold on!”

The bandit turned his head.

Some other time!" he enied, mockingly.

“ Stop or we fie:”

Buch was the order, and as they were In hot
chase it was more than am idle threat. Jeate
bent forward over his horse's neck and said noth-

ing. He was speeding as fast as possible, and
in that lay his hepe.

Crack! cracki erack!

1t was the sound of rifles, and the bullets cut
close to the mgum s ears. A ciose call, but
this he was used

« Pursuel” tlnlmieud the leader of these
men.

Tney came sweeping along in the rear, but
Jesse's hopes ran high. 'mless be was ourgen-
eraled he thought he ougiht to give a good ac-
coant of himself that night.

* Oh! for the band now, and there would be
masic these fellows can but poorly guess ap!™
he thhonght.

There was music of a certain kiod, now.

Crackl

Crack!

How the buliets sung around hia head!

«1 don’t like it,"” he d. +* They can
hunt me without acy danger. I have only one
shot in all, and the advantage of a rifle would be
a veritahle bonanza to me, 1 haven't it, smd
they will make it unpleasant. What iz ahead of
me?”

He could nat answer the question, but he
knew what waa behind. The cracking of the
rifles told a story plain and decisive. He longed
to see the end of the village, and gct on good
ground where he could speed his bors

Crack!

Crack!

A bullet tore through his arm.

« Perdition, these fellows will be the death
of met” he cried. “*Why am [ defenselass
when I need a rifle the most? Ha! yonder i5 &

bridge, and it looks to be level land beyend
there. lllmn sail this lﬁlmil there as well
a8 they m a feel. OB, good here, and

I ai
we wlll tan the bridge 0ybige
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‘The river at that point was very wide, and the
covared bridge which spanned it was like s
shed-like structure. He did uot doubt hi
ability to get through ia safety, but a8 he reined
the horse around to take it he had a great
shoek.

It was not part of a highway, bot a railnead
bridge, and as he saw the rails mcking up 80
high in front of it, and the fact g upnn lmn
that it was not intended for the p
thing but trains, another thing d-mpenul hll

Baynnd doubt the ties would be destitute of
planks, as a covering.

Quickly the handit looked back. The pursuers
were still coming at a gallop, and now o close
that he could Dot change his conrse. He bad to
take to the bridge, and the oanly question was,
whn uhould lie do with the horse?

ed speedily. Giving the animal the
shnput. ramlndnr possibly be urged him oB to
the bridge at full apeed.

*Go it!" he yelled, ‘“we cross it of tbe uies,
or fall to death somewhere along heve!"

Mad wus the venture, but for & time it pres-
pered. The horse kept on, though the ominous
rattling of his hoofs told that he was fnding
holes in the bridge. Plainly, only the ties were

ere.
1 shouted Jelu.

»&eep your courage
up. for miue is

‘Ten feet, twenty, thlrty, forty——

The horse fell. .

Josao had relensed his foot, and when this 0c-
carred he made a leap and landed safely, but
oune of his own legs went through a holy between
the ties, and he nearly fell through the bridge.

Pmlllng himgelf up he took au account of
stock.

The horse was flonndeirng about helplessly,
and thc hudu arrived at 8 deeision with much
of reg

L I'vs got to trust to my heels. Well, here

0es!
& He mmd bot oaly 8 few steps had hs tmken
before & vnice soanded just ahead of h
*+Halt, or I ehoat!”

The bandit pansed io dismay. With the old

arsaers coming fast after him, and this an-
E own menamr on the oppesite side, he was
hemmed i R

*Po ysn surreader? wag the demand of the
unknows.

Jesse said nothing, bat stood still and peeved
into the darkness. ~As far as be d see, there
was oaly one persom on that side, but it weuld
not do to be imprudest. He held bis reveiver
ready and watched for the foe, bat the darkness
was 80 intense he comld not distinguish even the
outlines of a form. He dared not lire hy guess,
for he bad ouly one bullet.

That shot was too precioms to be wasted.

* What is your answer?" pursued the speaker.

Jesse did not reply or move.

however, nnless there was ample water the fall
wonld be fatal, and he was inclined to believe
the citizen had told the truth about the matter.

“ This is fine!” he thought. “ Penned up
this, and no way ont, and only one ballet to
help me through. Badi*

‘The horse had been finundering aronnd, and
it now managed to get a hold with its feet on
the footwalk which passed through the bridge
and pall itself to the level. Then it backed out
with remackable skill and lnck, and waa clear of
the brid It was greete vmh a cheer, but
hastened back towards its stahle.

Jesse saw his one friend go with real regret.
It lseemed to make bia situation all the more
helples:

“cElus,” called Haymes, ‘Sinppose yon and
Bonner and Gray work your way onto the bridge
gradually.

To drive Jesse James ml:."
Why don’t you do that
We want him on thl-

ell, I don’t know that I hnnkerlor the job.”
Nousenset Come alend™

“If you want anybody to poke their way inio
this pitch darkness, do it yourself!” retorted
Ellis.

* You ere afmid”

*Iam,” admitted Ellis, calmly. *iFve kenrd
of Jesse James before, and I'll be hanged if I go
in and let him kiil me like a duck, We agree
not to let him pass through here, but if there is
any invading of the total darkuess be is iu, you
can take the job. I won's!”

*Then how are we to get him?*

** We might wait until morniomg "™

“\Newner!” declared Haynes. ' We are not to
be bluffed by one man, if he is Jesse James.
Boys, ¢l

CHAPTER XIIL
TROUBLE IN THE MAIL CaR.

HawnEs started to lead the charge, bot a cer-
tain fact quickly impressed itself on his mind,
Not one of his men were following him. He
stopped short.

“*sAte you naleep?’ be demanded.

*\We aln’t gein' inter that dark hole an’ let
Jesse James shoot us inter bits?” declared a
stoedy citizen.

*NNonsausal Are we not a dozen to his one!”

* Yes, but there is only one ¢’ me, an'ef 1
was ter be shot, what goad woulu it do me ter
meditate that tlie rest o’ you was left slive?

The logic of this reply silenced Haynes.

** Possibly you are right, and we will try an-
other system. We are weil supplied with am-
muoition, and though we can’t see this fellow,
we will give him our comylinents. Boys,
into position and send a rain of lead Into that
hole until every chamber of your revolvers is
emptied. Make the lple! Ju the bridge too hot
for hlm to live througd St

« Confound yon! yen cau 't play any tricks on
me!” ded ¢ “Take
thatt”

Crackl

Crack1

Crack!

The firat buollet grazed Jesse’s neck, but he
was careful Dot to let the next do 80. Quickly
he dropped fiat, aud ail the rest of the shots
went Wi

. Hallol" yelled one of khe original parsoers,
* what is golng on in here!

* That yon, lynm‘" anted the marksmab.

* Yes; who are you¥"

¢ Eilia.”

 What’s the shooting?'

«wThe mam you were chasing iz peuned upim
here.”

Good! Has be killed nmyquy'b"

* Reckon he ain’t armed, loF he ain't retarned
none o’ my shots. It may be ] have killed hinn”

" Are you alpne?”

v No. Bonner and Gray are with me.”

* Hold that side of the bridge and we will
soom see the end of this. The maa you lhﬂ at
was Jesse James.”

+ I thought likelp

*“ We have him !onL sure as you live. He
can't get out of here, and we can secure him,
certain.’

*He may drop to the bed of the

“ It 18 sore deuth to try it Tba m&er ig
shallow, and the sharp stones stick up all along.
No human being conld survive the dmmp

‘This was of interest to Jesse, Lying on
the ties he had been wondering if he eanld mke
the deacent in safety. He was looking down

fizedly, bnt it did bot little good. He conld gee
the bed of the river far below, bt just what the
cbances would be he coald not tell. Certainly,

” thought the bandit.
v.hey have me.”

The last order suited the mea and they pro-
ceeded to carry it out. They 100k a position,
and the firing began. It was all haphazard, but
tlie bullets flew through the bridge in aill ways
and at about all points and angtes for the pext
few minutes.

Wmun they stopped all listened imtently.
yen hear him?*

“ I reckon

*He most have been hit.*

¢ 1 snouid &y s

* Hallo, Jesse James!!"

There was no reply.

“Boys, we have winged him!” declared
Haymes. * Now,!Blilis, you push ahead and——"

“ Go ter thunder! I'll wait hyer until morm-
ing before I venture in there and get hit. Have
we any proof he is shot? Would he be fool
enough to answer you if he was alive? Well, I
reckun not.”

it! we waste time. Go for a light,
Rnndnll—m & dozea of them. We'll have Jight
a0 the kmdxa mll be plain to every eye. Thst
will settle it

'S0 it willlf"

Tisese words were muttered under his breath
by Jesse James. He had escaped the bullets by
lying close to the ties, but he realized what the
new scheme would do for him.

Toot! toot!

It was a sound up the track, and Ellis sbout-

* The train is coming!"

‘* Good!” returned Haynes. “If lnythlng is
left of the oatlaw that will end his career.”

Jesse scarcely heard the last few words. The
aonouncement from Ellis had given him an idea.

The train womid pass throogh the bridge.
Woald it be possible ior him to seize onto & car
as it went by, and thus make good his escape?

« Rioky!" he murmured, “chu¢ by thuuder! &

img to try it Here goes for vietory or
eat 13

There was not much time for preparation.
‘The train was how almost at band, and he rose
and stood by the track. He bhad hoped that it
would slacken speed greatly before crossing the
bridge, but if it held up at all he was not con-
scious of the

“ A mighty hig rigk,” he muttered.

He set his teeth tightly and welted for the
critical moment,

On came the train. The headlight gleamed
brightly, and the mouster engine made the bridige
shake as it daghsd along over the rails. It was
like seizing death and trying to win in & grap-
ple, bat the baodit did not et his courage

waver.

The locometive passed, and so did one car.
By that time he bhad calcalated the moves be
should make, and he grasped bravely at the sec-
ond car. His hand cloged on the hand rail. I
was impossibie to ran by the ear and leap at bis
leisure. He had te do all in one breath.

His hold was secure.

Then the decisive spring was take:

Up he went, and then he louud bimgell
upnwllng on the platform.

For a moment he was jn danger of falling
again, but lie quickly recovered his balance and
as the train went thundering along, he feund
hlml!H“ a h;:_slenger. without a serateh,

G!Imly he laughed as he realized how well be
had beaten the men by the bridge, and then he
stood still to think aboat his chances with the
train men,

It's not likely they would recognize me a8
Jesse James,” he thought, * but there is one
thing in the way of my success. They took all
my momey away at the jail, and I have nethi
with which to pay my fare. 1 wonder what
have struck here, anyhow, and hew leng 1 2t
bluft it out without, eashing ever foF my ride?

No lirakeman was near, and he sutveyed the
cars nearest to bim.

One was for passenger servige, and the other 8
mail car.

He put his hand Into his pocket where pestled
the revolver with the lone bullet.

*THwre must be registered letters in that ear,”
he enllloqulzed, *and I might be able to hield up
the two men I gee there aud ralse a stoek of
money. Shall I try i

Uncertain how to act, and leeling that, with«
out a horse, weapous or money, he was very help-
less, he sat down on the steps to meditate. His
will was good to attempt robbery on the mail éar
at once, but every mile he ewle POgTeEs 6 (X6
train was vitally important te him.

While be was still considering the point & man
came oat of the passenger car, Jesee's fifst fear
Ithnc he was the conductor proved to b ground:

8,
rﬂnlhﬂ" sald the stranger, “aire you sick?’

" Yau or why do you ride where you sve?”
Jesse took the hint.
1 was sick, -nd Tcame out here to get

M

" Lm»l‘(l out you don't get fleug off the cir."”
7
"r’EhB 15 8 Bice ¥an.”
* Yea

" me miles fnrthor without a stop.”

* AFe you sure¥*

“ ¥es, My time table says so, and 1 heard @
fmap agk the conductor if there wasn’t some
Way he conld get off Sooner, and the eaptain

there was no stop.
That is good.™
o So it is™
‘The stranger thought only of the spai
;m making, but Jesse had oiher thi %salﬂﬂyiyi

“ Do you know what time we fial 4

uallon?" asku Juu. 8 ¢hs e

“ Thank yom"™
* Do you get off there?”
“ I am not sore; I may.”

“ have to keep on all night, 86 I'll g6 §6 e
sleeper now. I hope,” and the SiFanger Igv@h-
od, “we shall not be wrecksd by {6 Jafies

Boyl o0 the way.”
" ﬁ:: :hey ar:nndllmrs?’
“ 0 my know! bt
38 uncertain os he wink sl ang dondc &8

“] don’t suppose you want {6 586 thes
* What! See those fbmub? Well, | Eﬂsﬁlﬂ
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eay not! Why, it wowld slvo me a fit if I got
within a miie of one

The passenger lnnghed a8 he said this, and
Jease joined him. A few more words the stran-
ger said, and then he gave a pleasant good-
night and went into the car again.

Go your way,” muidered Jesse. I dom't
imagine yon will see any of the James Boys'
gang to-night, but you may bear from them
again before yon go far..

Afiter considering the chanees of meeting the
conducter and being asked for his ticket, g\au
finallly decided to enter the passenger car and
ride in as easy 8 way as possible while wailing
for the next stage of affairs. This he did, and
a8 his entrance caused no attention from any
one he settled down comfortably in a seat.

* Shall I try to rob the mail-car or not?" wag
the all-absorbing question with him.

He finally decided positively and in the affitm-
ative. He wanted momey and was wilting to
create fresh excitement.

He had no wateh to keep track of the time,
but & man who gat just in front of him did this
often enough for all é)rnc(iwl porpeses, and in
plain sight of the bandit.

When Jesse thought the time for action had
arrived he left the car and walked outside. Pre-
vious survey had satisfied him that the mea in
the mail-car were wholly unsuspicions of danger
and that the door to their resort was not Jocked,

Thus, when he walked out he did not limger,
but promptly entered the other car. The clerks
bad been lounging around, but one of them now
apoke With sharpness.

* You've made a misiakel/"

* How is that?” Jesse inquired, meekly.

« Your place is in the other car.”

“ Why so?

“ ‘i‘his is not for ordinary Bniseng@rﬁ—
1T am ot an ordmary pagsengen.”

What are you?*
“ A mail inapackon.”
“ You are my grnndmhar a8 much. Get out

The clerk advanced a step, but Jesse sudden-
Iy produced his revalver.
« Haods up!” he eried.

The clerk fell back a step and made a motiom,

toward hia pocket.

« Draw that weapen and you are a dead man!*

crled tha bandit, fi .
h-wib-what do yon mean?” gasped the as-
mlmdad clerk.

“|I meam that you are my prisoners, and if
you try to resist I shail shoot yom beth. This
train is in the bands of my men, Each car is
full of them, and the passengers are all heid wp,
We reign here, and resistance means death.”

“ Yom are joklng.™

“ Do yon know my name?”

“ No.»

“ilt I8 Jesse James

“ Thonder!”

“ Now you will see that I mean business.
Your livea depend-npon ynnr keeping quiet and
obeying me. Come bere.

“ What for?” -

« Becanse | say 8 Foel! womld you dare to
disobey? But you n ed not be alarmed if you
are prudent. Come bere.”

Tiie revolver enforced the demand, and the
clerk did not demur further. He went to Jesse's
side much as he would appreach a tiger, and the
banditfdeftly relieved him of his revolver. When
this was dome his compmuion was served in the
same way, and the robber’s triumph seemed as-
Bl

«Both of you sit down yonder and atiend
strictly to your owm business. I have three re-
valvers now, and it's an arsenal that weuld blow
you to vieces if I showld put the serews on.
Dom’t tempt your fate. 'l'lurq will be mabody
hutt it you act like sensible men, baot just so sure
28 you tfy to baffle my plans you diel”

The bandit’s blackesi d \hig

but the clerk, mistaking the metive of the de-
mand, saidi:
<1 beg that you wiil not take thia from me,
gramditatiher,

for it was given me by my who is
now dead.™

“ Keep it until you see him again!” was the
grim reply.

Jesse opened the side door of the car. 1t had
been his purpase to ring the bell and bring the
train up, but luck favored him. The train was
passing around a sharp curve, and, in order to
make it in safety, it was the custom to run very
slowly.

This was being done now, and Jesse saw it
was bis chance. Aloag the track was a bank of
sand, and he decided that he would run but little
risk if he made a leap from the car there,

His decision once made he acted promptly,
and without a word to the clerks te went boldly.

He had uprnng with good judgment, but this
did pot prevent him from turning a somerszult or
two when he landed. He picked himself up un-
injured, but he was well aware that he could not
afiord to waste time.

The clerks would soon give the alarm, and
then we would have to move with agility if he
did not improve his time inmmediately.

He ran up the bank aud saw a house close at
hand with accompanying buildings, The stable,
in particular, interested him,

“ We will see what is there!” he

u Yea

“ Open the door!

Black-baired Jack attacked the lock, and in
a few miuutes the door swung back before his
efforts.

“ Now comes the pinch,” added Frank. *«I
know this house weil, but there may be a slip-
up, in gpite of all. Step like cats, Follow me!™

They entered, and Frauk erept along the hall
and then up the narrow atairs. Like ghests the
robhers ascended, to the upper figom.

“ Have yom the light, Jim?" qumomed the
leader,

“Yes,”

“ Give it to me."

A dark lantern was thrust into Frank’s hand,
and he next turned the knob of the door which
was directly in front of him, A3 he had expect-
ed, the deor was not locked, and the way to the
room was made o The bandit stood on the
threshold and sent out a ray of light.

It revealed a mam in bed, aud the fact that he
lay mo still, with the light gleaming in his face,
was proof enough that he was asléep.

The light wasa shut off.

*‘Forward!” whispered Frank James.

Noiselessly the three crep to the bedside, and
then the leader agaim spoke:

Remember your directions!

He turned on the light fully once more. The

sleeper i of it, but the time

He ran forward. The buildings were all dark,
and when he opened the door cf the stable there
was nothing to show that he would have to meet
man or dog. He heard a borse moving and went
to the stall. Casual examination satistied him
it was a good animal, and he led It out of the
stable.

* Young and trim of build,"” was his comment.
“It will do, and with ita help I shall be same
miles away before day dawms, [ reckon.”

Finding saddle and bridle he put them on, and
then, still without being seen by any ome, he rode
away.

“ Possibly I'll send pay for this brote some-
time!" be jaugbed.

CHAPTER XIV.
THE BANK TREASURE,

Teavel tramp! tramp!

A body of horses mowed along the highway
with slow and measured tread. On the back of
each was o rider, aud these men were as quiet
as the horses. A chance observer, seeing the
cavalcade, would have been likely to thiink“them
the most r@amal persons in the world had he
not been led to wonder why nearly a seere of
fen Fode thus together.

, If he had been given a chance to Jook
closer, it might have given biui a shock to see
that each and all were fully armed.

If he had known that the man at the head was
Frank James he would have understood a good
deal, eapecially if he had been a resident of Mijs-
souri.

“ Yomder is the town, Frank,"
of the other riders.

«d see it, Cole.”

 Alll appears quiet.”

4 Yes."

* Twa to one that we rifie this bank-in success-
ful styla Who beis against me?*

“ We don’t waot to bet againat our owm uu-
terprise,” declared Frank James. Hesi
am more than ordimarily interested in this bnak.
When Jesse returns I want to have the news of
the great suceess to tell to himm'”

* We will do 1t,” asserted Cole Younger.

* Jim Cummins, what is the time?” asked
Fraok.

“ Just one o'clack.”

“ We are about right. Ride om and we will
see what this sleepy old town will give up to
us.”

The bandits contimned until the very edge of
the of hauses was reached, and then

remarked one

i look

threat, and the clerks sobsided ealmly

They took the seats indicated,

u Where is the registered mail?” uskoal Jesse.

He got the information in 8 Weak voice, and
then he went at the next stage of his work. He
handled the letters with dexterity, opening them
rapidly. The aums of memey thus secured were
not o Jarge as the hauls be was accustomed to
mm bu: seldom had gains been more welcome

He was getting the means of paying his way
to safety.

He had not forgotten that the train Was Bear~
ing a station, and he finally stopped work and
approachad the clerks.

“ Let me ses your watch,” he requesied.

1t was done, and the bandit neted t.he time,

dismounted, placed their horses in an out-of-the-

way place and put Dick Littleand John Young-
oF over them as a guard. This dome the rest
eontinuedl by a side atreet, andi thus drew pear
the very ceniter:

“ Halu™

They obeyed Frank's command, and then he
added:

“ Jim Cummins and Jack Keene, come with
me.”

The three glided away. Frank evidently knew
the course well, and at the end of five minutes
he halted again in front of a neat little cottage.

* Al Is guiet,” he remarked.

“ The cashier mast be in bed," Jim suggested.

*{ think so. Anghow we wiil not delay about
entering. Jack, you have the tools?’

had come when they wanted his sitemtion.

Frank shook him rudely.

“ Wake up!” he commanded.

‘The stranger’s eyes opened.

It was a startling sight which he saw.

In front of bim stood the trio of intruders, and
while Frank kept the light goiag fully, Jim and
Jack held revolvers to the head of the ex-sleeper,

“ Be still, or you die!” ordiered Frank, sternly.

\Wnld grew the zmsiam of the man in bed.

—wih—mimt!” he gasped.

'ﬂh\y to sound an alarm and you are a dead
man! Remaim quiet, and you are in no danger.
Which shall it be? Do you take life or death?”

* Is this a joke?” cried the stramger.

“ It is no joke, Jasper Collins, We are your
masters. Do ag we tell you and you live. Refuse,
and you die. Do you take life or death?’

With those revoivers staring bim in the face,
it was nof singular that he took the side of pru-
dence.

«1 certairly am not going to be shot if 1 can
help A( " he replied, frankly. “ Wiar do you
want

" Get up and come with ws!*

It was an imperious commaund, and Collins
saw that it was made in earnest, He wasa
frighteued man, and he determined to take wo
chances. Uunder the persuasive influence of these
revolvera he arose, put on his clothes and was
ready to go with them.

©Out of the house they marched him. Each of
the bandits cast a wary glance around, but there
was no one in sight but themselves, Straight
they went to a point near where the rest of he
band bad been left, and paused before the most
substantial building of the towm. It was the
bank.

“ Open the door!” Frank ordered.

Collins turned very pale.

* Great heavens! don’t agk me to do this?” he

iped.
ey
+ Bat I can't open it if [ would ——

“ le are the cashier, and you hnvo the key.
Op en

1 will do anythi "

Glaur to his head the revolvers were placed.

“ You will obey us or die!"” declared Frank
James. + Neo words, now; all you bave to do
is ta obey me.”

He raised bis hand, made a gesture, and the
rest of the band came forward. The cashier found
himself surrounded by this grim and terrible band
nnd his beart thumped heavily in bia breaat. He

am to realize the situation, and the desiré
wh ieh every honest man has te be faithful 16 his
trush waa at wak with his peraomal fears:

Deftly Frank slid hig hand into the eashier's
pocket and brought out a big key.

He passe it to Jack Keene with a quiet order,
and in a moment it clicked in the lock. Jack
tried the door and it opened.

4 0dd!” muttered Jack. “i did not fedl the
pml:ureollhe bolt at alk The lock mest be
weak."

The bank was opem, and the prisoner was
hustled inside by the bandita and the way elesed
again behind them.

* Collins,” said Frank, guietly, * we may a3
well tell yoo who we are. My name Is Frank
James, and these are my men. We wish yéu {6
open the safe. In fact, you are gaing i6 opeh
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it, whatever yon may desire. it i8 death to ve-
fuse. Yom know the comi ioR, aRd we do
Go to the 8afe and tory the eombinatim.”

They pushed him toward that peint.

The safe stood a little out of sight of one whe
might enter the bank, and with the faint light
they bad not yet had a gmuﬂ view of it. Now the
view was secured, and th ey gaud in amazement
at the aight presented to them.

The safe was already open.

“ Thunder!” Frsink uela[ﬂ@ed.

All eyes were fixed upon this marvel, and then
the bandit tarned to Colling,

“ How ia this?"

*1 don't know,” replied the cashier,

(2] ic :he practice to leave this open?"

"

* Did you forget to :Iose lc last night?

“q11ll swear it was cl

“ Then why is it lh

“That 1 don’t knowl" ﬂeclarad the cashier,
aud his expression bore testimemy to bis ver-
acity.

* Somebody else may be in here," suggested
Jim Commins.

“@olims, do other bank officers ever come here
at night?

No.”

“fHeen who could be bere?*

. should be here”

“ Where does yonder door leld ¥

“ There is a small room there.”

“ Cole Yoonger, take two men and see if any
one is there,” ordered Frank, umeasily.

Cole mationed to Jim and Jack, and they went
and pushed the door. All was dark and
silent within, but when they flashed the light be-
youd them, they easily saw a human fligure near
the extent of the room.

More, they saw two revoivers extended aud
bearing on them.

* Dogs!" crled a deep, sepulchral voice, *‘yoo
are dead men!”

It wasan ominons warning, bot the bandita
did not forget the force behini { them, It looked
as if their surprise was not complete, but they
were preparad to fight. it out.

« Hands op!” added the unknown, with sud-
den ferocity, + He who tries to fire at me dies.
1 bave the drop. Hands up?™

They wera not just the kind of men}to _obey
such an order tamely, and reckless Jack Keene
threw up bis bands—not empty, but with a re-
velver firmly clasped in one of them.

Crack!

Jack’s revolver went fiying away, torn from
his grasp by a bullet which strack the weapon
90 pear bia fingers as to benomb them for the
It was - startling ocannrence, and all
Like angry bees
ed toward the point of action, and it
If the marksman would fare hard if he
was slone,

Suddenly he broke into a hearty laugh.

“ Yoa blind meet” he cried, * dow’t you know
me? Am I s0 soon forgotten? Is there one whe
rememibars me, or shall I have to be introduced
all around?”

* Jesse James!". gasped Cole Younger. .

“ Nobody else, boys!" langhed the bandit
king.

Dumfounded were the outlaws, bat a8 the man
came forward and the light felt fully upos him
there was no room for doubt. They gazed in
blank sitence, and he seemed to find it very com-
ical

I,

He laughed long and merrily.

« Thia is one on yoa, boys,” he declared, * i
1 bad been a foe I should have been likely tode~
feat your plans, bat such is not the case you
aee?”

“ Jegse, how-in thunder came youo hexe*! Gole
demanded.

=1 was on my way to rejoin you.”

s But thia bank —-'

«Tempted me, 8ol broke in. 1 picked the
lock—it ia a weak, simple old contrivance—and
then came in and ‘blew the safe open With pow~
der.”

“ Upon my word!"

“ You see, bogs, 1 have done alone What yon
coald not do as a body, withost munx \ho heip
of the cashier. Moreover, 1 have
sesaion of the bank treasure, 50 w- d lay
but littla longer. Captain Frank Jnma. kindly
direet your men to rifla the aafe of what Is left,
and than perhapa we had better be J|gamg.

* Jeage, you hnva the joke on us.’

41 have,

“ Wa can endure 1t, thoogh.”

“ S0 can we all, if we get away with the
treasure,” and Jesse grew serions. ' Boys,
to work, and clear out what I have left. We
want to bid adiea to these acenes.”

Tt was no time for explanations, and work was
attended to first of all. The bandiiti secured
whatever was portable, and then they tied up
the cashier and prepared to go.

Jease’s own horse was near—the one he had
secared after leaving the train—and by the
means of rapid work the whole party were able
to depart in a ly uhon time.

They rode away toward the wes

«“ Jesse, ] am amazed to ﬂnﬂl yon here," as-
serted Frank.

« It is all simple enough. I came on a train
ontil within forty miles of here, and then bor-
rowed a horse from a farmer and finished up. This
bank tempted me, and I just raided it for fun.”

" We supposed it memch stronger than it proved
to be, and gave a good deal of time to it. I went
in disguise and boarded a few days in the house
with the cashier, thus gaining much informa.
tion.”

“ Our methods were different, but the results
the same.’

There was comsiderable to be sald, especially
by Jesse, and comversation was lively as they
rode on.

All that night they hastened on and until noon
of the following day. Then, as they had seen no
sign of pursuers, they rested until nine o’clock of
the evening, after which they resumed their
way. A few houra more of sleep late in the
night and they were themselves.

The following afternoon found them traveling
aroad which ran along a dead level. They knew
a great swamp was on the south side, and, hav-
ing slight knowledge of the vicinity, they -were
aiming to keep to the north of it,

This they thought they bad done, but Frank
spoke sudidenly:

‘+Jemse Is thia rightr"

“ What

“ Are we on the right road?’

“ Do you think otherwise?”

“The track seems to grow fainter all the
while,”

“ Have we missed the main road?”

“ It is that I am afraid of.”

4“4 By thunder! it may be so. This way is sin-
gularly faint, I will admit. But say, if we are
on the wrong track we are liable to have serious
trouble. This is a mighty big swamp and we
should be lost in it. I have hnard ot ill fepﬁ-
tation. It's a perfect comtbimation ds, quag.
mim nnd desolate stratches of nII Mndn cxéept

‘4 WB mnsl not go on blindly,” declared Jim
Cummins. “ Do yom rememiyer the knolll we laat
passed? [ believe if 1 cam go there and take a
view I can decide from the pointa there viaible
whether we are on the right traek oF the
wrong.”

“ Come with me, Cole.”

The two galloped along the back track.

Tea minutes later they were om the alevated
ground referred to. They gazed around sharply.

« Cole, we are wrong, " asserted Jim.

“ ] think we are."

1 know it. 1 remember thia region an we
were over it a year ago. We should have kept
ta the right here, not to the left. The eourae wa
are pursuing will plunge ua inte the swamp

* Hal

“ Where!

“ Comlng along our trzcik.”

* Yes, and a large party. By beavans!
you recognize the mam in front’

“Thhunder? it looks ]lks—”

* It ia Carl Greeme!""

Thera are other ridevs"™

De

CHAPTER XV.
THE FIGHT 1S THE SWAMP,

THE banditti, waiting on the read, 4e0n S3W
their corrades come ril ing baek at full spead:

“ Something is wrong!" declared Frank James.

% They do seem excited,” admitted Jesse.

1 do not see what can threaten s ifi fhis
out-of-the-way place.”

“ Are we ever safe™

Cole and Jim arrived at a gallop.

“ Boys, we are in for it!” eried Jif.

“ Are we on the wrong road?”

“We are, but that a ot the weFst."

“ What more

* Carl Greene is purauing nst”

The announcement was 50 HAEXPEEtHd ﬁ at ths
men gat atill and could say A6t & werd. Jim
Cumming went on hastity;

*GGarl is at the head of & large paF
following our trail, and they ifgﬂ iﬂaﬁﬂﬁbgj- E‘h 15
that we bave no time to Iose, Ws gai't HF %

the riight read #nless wa cah cut E&f&iﬁ
lotg—~

He paused and looked to the morth.

“Impossible!” asserted Jesse.  There is
enougﬁ: of swamp there, too, to get us bemmed
in.”

“ Then we must go right on and trust to Juek,
Carl is at our heels. Go, and lose no time.”

Such a warping from a man like the speaker
was not to be disregarded, and Jesse gave the
order ta start. The band went off at full speed
in their former direction.

The fact that the ditiective waa again on their
track was a surprise to all. They bad thought
that by following the cowrse now being pursued
there would be a period of rest, though he had
been dogging the main body while Jesse was on
his lone quest, bat this hope was provem fitile.

As in the past the tirelesa hunter was keepimg
them on the run, and they were seeing the re-
sult of the life !h.y led,

For two miles they held to their coarse, but
all the while the trail grew fainter, Signa of
human habitations bhad ceased to be seen, and
they were fiimally brought te the peint where not
a mark guidad their steps.

* We are enmesbed in the swamps,” said
Prank, gloomily.

“ Aud liable to arrive at any moment where
we shall have to fight or abandon our horses.”

All looked dismayed at this thought. They
did not have their favorite ateeda on thia oces-
sion, having given them ammmml
this was but little consolti hey
want to mnke what they hﬁﬂ. a8 it would leave
them balples:

“ The ammals sink deep in the trescherous
footiug,” muttered Jim,

Asg he spoke his horse almost became mired.

“ Boys, what are we to do?” asl

* We may as well fight naw 2a ever,

eed to the propesal, and they dis:
monm:g Y

The horses were put sufficiently in the rear &6
they would not be any more expod thah was
abgolutely necessary, and then the bandita {66k
place by the huge treea and awaited the esult
In a short time ihe purtuers earte 1o E'ﬁm aﬂd
they recogmized Carl GQreene at
was a foree big enan 'n ) aeemah Eh iVﬁHE
apprehension, and gi ith wol
rather have fun mn am thelF growad, Bhg
was eut ef the

On came the dmuma men et zbsgﬁ WEF8
comparatively near, but they did ﬂel commit the
folly of running dluelly iaté the

Perhaps Carl realized from me na ufe of the
way that the fogitive muat sopn bin B8 that a8
it may, he pulled up his own f6F

Soon all disappeared nmang “the trees and
bushes,

“ What acheme haa he?" wondered Jjas

“He knows what'a he's about,? eememe
Jesse, regratfully.

“ Possibly the idea ia to suFfeuRd &g’

* 1 80, we can't prevent it.”

“ Na,*

“ We had better throw ot Reute”

“ Let me and Cole go.”

“ Go at once.”

The scouts went their way.
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thrm themselves dowm, and no one Wwas
barme

“ This ia lively I cried Frank.

Jesae was about to reply, when a voice rose in
a clear kil

“Do you hear me, Jesse James?*

It was Carl Greene who spoke, and though he
was too wige to show himself, they had knowl-
edge of just what they had to expect.

“ We have you helpless here,” pursued the
detective, when he saw he was to get no reply,
«and the best thing youn can do is to resign
yourgelf to the inevitable and come out of your
dens. Do you yield?”

o Do you take us for fools?" retarted Jesse,
you seem our numbera?”

" Yn »
“ Would you be mad enough to defy us ali?"
“ We do defy yo

_ “ Then you will all die bere:

"+ tProve it, Carl Gressa!"

*¢ Your old plan of running away on apeedy
horses will not work here. You can’t run, and
we have yoa surrounded, g0 it is omly common
sense to swrrender.”

« [ see you have it all planped for us,” cried
Jesse, with sarcasm.

“ Will you surremder?®
“ No.*

—_

“ Then we move at once upon you.”

“ Go ahead

The coolmess of thia reply was proef enough
to Carl that he would waste breath by talking
further, and he dropped the comversatiom at
once. He called his subordinate officers to him
and spoke sgain.

“ Let the men move on. The idea Ia for them
to push their way througin the undergrawtih and
rout the Jamea Boys' gang, It not be so
very dangerous, for in this tangle no one need
expose himself if he ia careful. Let ua crawt on
until we are at eclose quarters, and then oar
lnpsrlor numbera will reault in the apeedy fall of

Flnely planned, but would It work?

The man-hunters were put in motion.

On toward the bandita they crept.

For some time there was not a sound in the
swamp which told of the presence of man, but
the lull waa to be broken.

On crept the detective’s men, closing in on all
ldes, but they grew to feel wonder when they
failed to hear from the bandits. They were get-
ting ao near that there must something happen
soon, yet they aaw nothing and heard nothing.

Thia was mysterious, and it made them de-
cidedly nneaay,

Had they miscalculated their own prowess,
and would there be a violent awakening aaon.

One of the men saw a bush just ahead of him
waver in what he thought an unnatural man-
ner. He did not like this. If ha went on he
must approach the bush and risk being shot. He
decided to try his own Jack,

He aimed at the bush.

He fived.

The report came dully, and the bullet whistled
through the bush. What it found behind it he
never knew, bat the woods im ly seemed
to spring from death to life. Riflea cracked here
aBd there, and a perfect storm of bullets whis-
tled through the vicinity where the pursue
were.

It waa close at hand, and the valley was far
from harmiess. Men were wounded by that
discharge, and were atirred to actiom, too. It
ahowed that vigorous measures mast be adopted
or it would go hard with the detective’s men.

“ Up!” shouted Carl. ‘* Up and charge!™

ftellows, and with their superstitious fears
aroused, they had growm pale of face aud weak
of limb.

1 don’t want to fight the devill” declared

one.

*“The only devila you have to fight are Jesse
James and his gang,” stubbornly replied Carl.

] dow’t see that we are [ghting them."

The detective had an idea at last, and he
turned bis face upward. The tree tops made a
tangled mass, but he caught sight of a human
leg amang the foliage, and then the mystery waa
expla‘ned.

“We have them!" he cried, exultantly.

Bang!

A bullet sped through the rim of his hat,
koocking that article dowa ower his eyes.

Bang!

Bangl

Bang!

The very ground seemed to tremble under the
discharge and the tree-tops to blaze with fire.
Yes, the bandita were found—they had given
deadly testimony to that effect. Seme of the
pursuers fell, while many of those who remained
were pnme :mcknn They turned to flee, and
were in mad has:

« Stand your zronnd!’ yelled Carl.
give way a foot?

Bang! bangi bang!

The rifles roared ln the trees agaim, and Carl
was wounded twice, though not severely.

“ Return the firet” he sbouted, in treazy—
“ ghoot!™

It was well snid, but the tops of the evergreen
trees were too thick. Some of his followers
obeyed him, but it was a chance volley and no
mere.

A mocking laugh came from the bandits.

wHow do you like it, Carl?* shouted the vaice
of Jease James.

“ At them, men!” screamed the detective.
“ Give them ghot for shot! Shoot them all—tire!
fire!™

Bang! bang! bamg!

It was a lively fusillade, but it did pot come
from the detective’s party. Inatead, it was from
the inviaible men in the trees, and it was the
final feather on the camel’'s back. Filted with
terror the foe on the grouad turned, and, de-
gpite the frantic commands of their lander. they
fled to n place of safety,

A derisive laugh followed them.

“ Jesse," called Frank James.
our chance?

“De not

“ [an't thia

*«For what?"
“ To get outof here. They have all gone one
way. an’t we retreat the opposite way?'

“ You are right; they will get the better ol
us if we atay here long. Dowm, men, and
get away before they recover from their m.

The bandita slid to the ground. They were
still laughing at the rout of the foe, but they
quickly abandoned for atern work.

“ Now for oar horses,” ordered Jesge. * Make
sure of them and we will leave here for gsod.”

They hastened off, but a disagreeable discov-
ery waa sodn in order. The horses had disap-
peared complately, and it became certain that
Carl had oot let any time go to waste. While
the greater part of hia mea had been doing nn

from enviable when semething unexpected was

“ Looxd" cried Frank,

“Ha! a man!*

% Yes, and an Indian at that; an Indian in a
canoel”

‘The sight- filled them ail with womder, and
they gazed In silence. Directly toward them
the craft was comimg, and in it sat the red man,
paddiing with slow and graceful strokes.

«1 would as soom have thought of seeing Te-
cumseh to come to life,” murmured Jesse, pres.
entlv.

“Perhaps he can direct us.”

* We will hail lnitn,”

“ Wait! He has not seen na yet, but he's com-
ing this way.”

On came the Indian, with the same slow and
easy morementa of the paddle, and he was soon
%0 near that they could call without sounding
their veices above a comwersational pitch,

* Hello!" said Jesse.

The red man looked up suddenly, and seemed
surpeised at seeing athers in his section.

*1 greet yon,” he replied, in English as good
a8 theirs.

“ Do you live near here?*

“ fes

4“4 Can we pass over this Jake?*
“ Have yoa a boat?"
u No*

“ There are no heats to be had here.”

“ How far to land?

* There ia an island in the middle of the lake,
and it is only a few rods distant, but to the other
part of the mainland is a mile.”

“1f you wiil direct us we will awim to the
island.”

* That place ia my home,” slowly answered
the Indian.

* Do you object to having us nun!"

* The good are always welcome.

“ We gurely will not abuse your hospitality.
Give ua leave to find shelter there for a time,
and we will not only remember you in gratitude,
but give you money maere than you ever had be-
fore.”

The cance man's eyes brightened.

* Money!” he cried

*“ As much of it as you Wiain"

‘The paddie dipped in the water, and the canoe
was sent skimming along toward the shore. Yt
touched, and the Indian quickly added:

“ Let the leadera of your pacty enter with me,
and the rest can swim, or,’if thuy i wait, 1
will paddle all over wi an hour.”
We prefer to go n« How many will thia
hold?"

* Three besides myself;”

“ Frank and Cole, come with ua.”

Carefuily they entered the frail craft, and then
the others prepared to swim. The singular pro-
ceasion set out from the shore, and the place
waa soon deserted. The distance to the istand
proved to be greater than they had swpposed,
and many of the swimmers were glad to re:
awhile on the way, and cling ta the protuber-
ances of the giant trees which rose from the
water,

Alll reached the island at last. It waa & dry
knall of several acres, and, but for the swmanp
which it, would have been a pless-

fighithog, or trying te, another
atelen the handita’ horges. Juat as thia bmms
elear there was a note of alarm,

« Carl and his men are advancing sgaim!”

* Retreat!” directed Jesse; “ we will puzale
them this time by being gome in reality. Re-
reat!™

Quietly the band slipped away, and when the
force arrived on the acene there was

To their feat aprung the

“ Forward!” yelled Carl.
Bravely they dashed ahead, and all around
they leoked to aee the bandita, They could see
fene of !hém. yat the Ilﬂa! hlﬂ not ‘br;nm ;;oku:
MMK fough, ye

na%%g Wwas Wiﬂﬂﬂ They Atlfaﬁ b]anxly at edeh

n wnn doea this mesn?” demanded €arl.

4 They are not here.”

1 gee they are nov.”

“ Thia must be a haunted weed.*

“ Yes,” put in another sgeaker */amd Lhay
have soid their uanll to the devil and he has
apirited them swmy.”

“Nonaensel” exclaimed Carl

* Then where are they”"

“Sorely,” said the detective,
lmkel the linea m-whm

“ Not near

* Not near me!

Stoutly the mea defended their faithfolness.
a “ Thia passea my comprebension,” admitted

*they have

a
Many of hix followers were rough, ignorant

0o one to be foum

CHAPTER XVI
TOE ENIFE AT MIDKIGHT.

THR bandits soon found they had made a mis-
take in thus retreating, Tbe character of the
treea changed, giving them no such chaace to
hide in the topa as they had done before, and
when Carl puraued, as he did apeedily, they were
badly placed. They fell baek, and were forcad
into a region where the grownd waa very low,
aAd water eovered many plaees in 1arge peola.

Suddeniy Cole Younger sounded a new alarm.

* There ia a regular lake ahead.™

* We can't cross that,” admitted Jesse.

“ Why oot awim?* asked Frank.

“ To where? We do not know where the lake
will end.”

This was correct. Trees grew all along In the
water of the lake, shutting ofl view, and it waa
Impossible to say what the extent of the sheet
was. They atood looking in a frame of mind far

P!
aot place. 1n the center the Indian had built &
shauty of sticks, bark and the like, and it was
large and roomy.

He did all he could to make them feel at home,
and proved to be a rather pleasant old fellow.

4 What Is your name?" Jesse asked.

* Running Woll.*

“ This is a strange home of yours.”

* The destiny of the fading red men is
strange.”

“ Who elae of your tribe is near?

“ Al are dead but my wife?"

* Jg she with yout

“You will see her preseatly. Her name is

ling Sun, and ahe ia a . She is
and Running Wolf tewch-
forehead with at n'-d :xmmn “ foe
to her strange thinga are She reads
the past and the future, lnd hnr mlnﬂ dwolla on
thinas we know not of.”

* We shall be glad to gee her.”

“8he will come. Like ma, sha ia of simple
life, for we are poor-

Jesse thought he oaght not ta let hia compan-
ion look whoally to promises, and he made haate
to give Running Wolf the money he had prom-
ised. ‘The Indian had much of the atoiciam of
his race, but his eyea brightemed perceptidly 4a
he held the eriap gresnbacka which the bank bad
26 racently contained.

Further conversation developed the fact that
DO oue ever came to the nd, and the bandita
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BOY 3 DASH FOR LIFE OR

DEATH.

Telt quite hopeful of being able to avoid further
Bight of Carl Greene and bis men for a time.

Presen there was a stir at the door, and
another person entered. Oue look was enongh
to satisfy them; first, that it was Runniog Wollfs
wife, aud, lecond‘ that she was, indeed, * not
like them.”

Her eyes gieamed with an unnatoral fire,
which told of a mind far from right.

Running Wolt introduced her, with bis ex-
pression of awe back again.

She regarded them, and her eyes grew wilder
than ever. Pointing a linger at Jesse, she ex-

alm

“ These are men of blood.”

Thetimmudits comld not avoid a cold chill. There
was that in her manmer which was very unpleas-
ant to the nerves.

“Blood is on their hands!” she added, with

“ Smiling Sun, they are our guests,” gaid Run-
ning Wolf, deprecatingly.

“ Be that as it may, blood drips from their
bands.’

“ Madam,” replied Jesse, * for omce yom are
deceived. We are poor and humble men, but we
thank our good monitors we are not evil”

<« Blood, blood, blood!” echoed Smiling Sun,
evea more wllﬂly.

“ My good woman, does the spirit of prophecy
never fail you! inquired Jesse.

“ Neverl"

“ 1t has mow.*
“ Not so, for I never saw more clearly. Dark
Is the way where you have gone in life, and I see
clouds hovering all around; and men, women
and childcen weeping for what you bave done,
but through it alt sounds the drip, drip, drip of
nmf. Ad’e‘d”“ bands are steeped iu it!” she

y

“ Confound it, Jesse, end this!"” requested
Cole Younger.

« Never mind the past, mmhm ” said the bam-
dit king. *“ We live for the future.”

« Hal your future is short!"” nnd Smiling Sun's
eyes fairly seemed to torn to fire.

“ Short, is it?”

4 Ay, and the end bloadly, bat to you it shall
not be as in the past, for then all went in your
favor, and in the future you fall. Yes, you fall,
and you die like the hunted tiger. Sudden and
yiolent shall your end be!”

The woman was tall, an'l, in a certain way, of
impressive fij mﬂ this, conpled Ilth bor
manner, so worked on the bandits that many of
them were sorry they had ever seen her. Evil
predictions are never agreeable, but when dinned
n one's ear by such a person—a reputed pro-
phetess—it was more than wop)

«“Do 1 die the same way?’ ukld Goll Yoon-
ger, recklessly.

“Yom?! Hal there is no end to you; no, ho
end. Yaour life goes on, but you shall pray for
death. Stone walls shall hem you in and your
ceiea will rise in woe, but you shall ery- in vain.
Immured like a man in his grave you shall envy
him, for your memorv shall not die as his dies!

“Enough of this!” exclaimed Frank James,
uneasily. * We are not here to leann the futore,
true or the reverse. Running Wolf, be so kind

‘this”

a8 to atop this.

«“ Great I8 Smlllng San, the dau;hur of S%?k—
ing Life, the grand-daughter
and hersell a prophetess of a rarl uklll!“ mup:
wured Ruoning Wolf, devoutly, but he made no
good impression.

uHere is more monoy." said Frank. * We
want to be left alove.”

There was one thing which wouid tooeh the
old Indian deeper than the faith he had in hig
mystic wife, afd that was the money of the wide
Uhlted States. Having seen more of it now, he
led Smiling Sun aside and had peace restored.

As night approached they began to think et
the accommaudations they coul i
Wolf cozld give them supper an uhsleer, AR
that was all, but was it not enougn? The)
thouaht so, and were doly thankful, Thus hr
nothing more had been seen or heard from Carl
Greene, and they hoped the assurance of the old
Indian that no oue ever came to the island
would prove equally true now.

In duoe time all lay down to sleep, Runnip:
Waolf taking position by the deor, where he ceuld,
as he asserted, hear the slightest sound, {nuy-
body came pear.

Time passed, Sleep wWas o nll the bandits.
The fire burned low In tbe hnt, though its rays
‘Were still strong enough to light mp the interior.
The glilmmering rays went dancing along the

walls, and played fantastically on the faces of
1be aleej

'nnlp.hmu dreamed. Evil was the drift of

the dream, and uncomfortable the feelings which
went with it.

He awoke—he opened his eyes.

He saw something hesides sleepers there.

Qver him some one was bending.

It was Smiling Sun, and in her upraised hand
was a knife, bright and sharp.

As if for a stroke hovered that knife in the air,
and the hand which clasped it was as strong as
that of a man,

Yet the hand was a woman’s; it was that of
Smiling Sun, and Smiling Sen's face was above
‘blu own, dark, grim, misshapen aud threaten-

ng.
%Vords passed her lips in low bot intense mut-

termﬁa.

“Diel” she whispered. * Die, man of blood,
and 80 shall all your party go after yon! 1 am
called to slay you as I would a snake, and I hear
bat to obey. Your hour is come, now the doom
is to be met. Doam of darkness—darck the past
whence you have come—dark the future whither
you are to gol”

Fraok lay like one palsied.

Clearly he realized that the woman was as
mad as a lunatic, and he knew, too, that his life
was in danger, but be could not move—he
could not break the spell of horror which was
upon bim.

Perspiration started out om his person, and
never had his agony been greater.

“ Yam are called and you maust go, pnrsued
Smiling San. *1 hear and [ obey.

Down came the hand—down came ths knife.

Frank James could never fully realize how it
happened, for be had no other evidence that he
bad aroused from bis spell of borror, but some-
thing—the inatinet of self-preservation, perhaps,
since it was not knowingly done—led him to
throw up his own band.

The prophetess’ wrist fell into his grasp, and
the blow was Then the spell was
broken fully.

Frank uttered a wild cry and threw the woman
away from him. Then he leaped to his feet.

All were quickly astir, and with that cry ring-
ing in their ears, they came up, with weapons in
hand, prepared for severe work. They found
Frank keeping Smiling Sun at bay with his re-
valver.

Running Wolf was inclived to be angry at
first, especially as the wild urood of the prophet-
ess had passed, but when the explanation had
been backed up with a ittle more cash, he grew
mollified, and paace was restored.

It was only slightly after midoight, and as
there could be no safety with the mad woman
around without a due guard being kept up, it
wnn arranged that the men should have hour

tehes through the rest of the night.

Ed McMillan drew the lot which put him on
guard finsit.. He was followed by Hohbs Kerry,
and at three o'clock Bill Chadwell took the post.
Bill had been sleeping soundly, and be was
lleepg still, but he intended to keep a good
watch.

Whether be really drowsed for a moment, or
whether anotber pair of ears was keener than
his own may not be knowm, but when be had
heard nothing out of the way, old Rubping
Wolt suddenly leaped to his feet and held a
warning timger.

“Histl” he cautioned.

Bill was afraid another mad person had broken

oose.
“ Whn |u it?” he asked.

“ A spy?'

“ Where?"

“Listen.”

“] hear mothimg*

“Come with me.”

The chiefs manner was sane enough, and Bill
did not refuse the invitation. Silently the Im-
dian led the way out of the but with Bill elose
behind, and the former's pointing finger s60n
brought light to Bill,

“ A spy!” the bandit whispered.

CHAPTER XVIL
THE BANDITS STRIKE BACK.

THERR could be no doubt of the correctness of
this assertion. All the bandits were in the
shanty except the present observer, yet some
man was by the structure, peering through oue
of the little openings in the wall,

Bill Chadwell needed no explanatiom of tbis
affair. It was clear that Carl Greene and hia
followers were atill active, and that fresh dsnger
menaced the band.

“ Well, I am going to,” replied Bill.

“ 8hall we speak to him?*

4 Wait! Indian, smy right where you are and
let me manage tl

The bandit walked away, using cautiom which
made his stepa inaudible to the casual listener,
and thus approached the spy from the rear. He
bad come qul!& cloic before he was beard. Then
the spy leaped to his feet, bnt it was only so
find hlmlm Ioaklng inte Bill's revelver.

“ Hands up!” cried the bandit.

u Whaﬂ" gnsped the apy.

Surrender.”

“ Why do you point that revolver at me?"

“ Becanse I am going to blow your brains
unc if you reslst,” frankly udmm.od the bandit.

protest against this—-"

“ Whnl are you doing here?”

“ Nothing." f

* You are a spy from Cnl‘l Greene.”

“ No, oh! me; 1 am mot.
hore. “ Nohmi’ a]a- woald hnve any business to do

ere.

«1 don't know the man you mentiion.”

“ Then why are you bere?

“1 am a lost huoten.”

“pAnd ™

“ You wrong me.”

* We will see. Go before me and enter that
ho”

The was rebellious, and be stood and
mennnd the athletic figure of the bandit,
longing to leap upom him. Bill read bis
thoughts.

“ Try it and you diiel!”

The spy drew a sigh.

“ Got™ Bill ordered.

It was bard, but the unknown saw he bad got
to obey. Sullenly he consent to be driven to
the hut, where their entrance soon brought all
the bandits to thelr feet. Bill made his work
konown, and then turded the prisoner over to
Jesse ana Frank.

The man was dnly questioned, but nothing
was red from

He stoutly puruluted nm he was a lone hunt-
ir who bad become lost in the woods, and
Hinenys were useiess to shake bim in this claim.

The bandits comzulted, aud the result was
that Jim Cummins and old Running Woll went
to the mainland oo a Ecott. When they return-
ed the report was just what was expected,

Carl aod bis men were waiting on the main-
land for the coming of the spy.

“ Men,” said Jesse, * this is no longer a place
of safety for us. If Carl ispiclous enough to
send a follower over b
to come himself, when hLe sees hi oes
retorn. What is the lesson we laarq from this?™

"l‘o get out,” replled Frank,

it emdl wee mustt ggo”

'Jeln, 1 think there is a fine ¢hanece ahead
of us now,” said Jim Camwing, 1 saw several
horses well apart from tnn men, ana l ba]lwe
they are our own. Is Ret ebas
us to regovet OUF amimals and EIIB qumly
away?®

“ go you think it possibler”

“ Then we will try iL"

A little more money was given to old Running
Wolf to quicken hia ideas, aud thed the Iadian
agreed not to release the apy wntil the next day,
or until friends of the latter eame, Thia settled,

the bandita he island:

They swam st ly to the milﬁlnnd.

“ Lead on, Jim," Jesse dire

Cufirmins took them alang lo om side of the
detective's party. Onge thay were 80 close they
could hear the convergation, And it eoFroborated
the suspicion that they had sent & 8py te the
i&]l\llldI They were 6w beeeming impatient aver

e delay.

“ Hasten, Jim,” urged Jegse.

+'No, don't be too headlong,” replied Jim.
“ Caution ia now better than courage. The
horses are over yonder. It ia delieate work to
get them away, and it must be dome on the
quiet.

“ Trwe. Guide us.”

“ Follow me.”

A little further and the animals were reached.
They stood in lg\'onp and with those ol the de-
tective's men. In the darkness it was not easy
to select their own, a6 a new and brilllant plan
waa avolved,

“ Take all y

t,” directed Jesse, “* and
we will try ta luvo %rl belpless. Get away
with nil it possi

Silently nnd lklllmlly the bln.c]llm z)rlmd;
Every mome) m.u arm to com
and they

m ly for an!

It was to lead :hnq;omg smm‘

“J do not know him,”
Wolf, softly.

rods to get to ground safe and dry ensugh te
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maka any degree of speed pessible after mount-
in
Oua after another was led to this dry gronnd

alleged nurse a young womam he brought from
Bt. Lowis, Myra Rossinore by name, and it was
8he who ﬂllnlly fouud Mullen where West had

Now has him again,

As time passed and the labor
well the bandits grew mere and more exu]nut
They were 80 near they couid hear the murmur
of vaices as the foe talked, yet they were tmkimg
the horses from under their very noses, as it
were.

Al Inat nll was done,

** Mownt!

Jease pu the arder, and ail swung into the
Each man held several superfluous ani-
by the rein.

** Go on!” was the next command.

4 Jesse, let us give one yell,” requested Jack
Keenme. It would be such fun to hear Carl
stormn."

‘“No, we can take na such risk. Go in si-
lence.”

Quietly they went their way, and no souud
came to tell of an alarm while they were withiu
hearing. They had missed the chance of hear-
ing Carl rage at hig logg of men, but they could
imagine how this aod the lcoemmnimg loss of
horses would work on

They must have ptmnssmn of at least half of
his own steeds.

Their previous experience enabled them to re-
trace their stepa without much difficulty, and
they drew out of the worst of the swamp. By
the time that the first feeble rays of day began
to be seen, they were on falrly firm land, and
they went along mafflly;

Passing the point where they had first discov-
ered on the previous day that they had taken
the wrong road, they continued until they found
the I;Jlgh! one, and then pushed away toward the
north, .

Is was an uneventful ride, for no sign of dan-
Rer was geen during thé day. That night they
slept io a barn, and then pursued their way at
leisurely pace duting the day which followed.

It was supper time when they saw a town be-
fore them, and they hailed it with pleasure.

5 ”W! will have a good square feed,” said
ral

“ And sleep in a hotel to-night if the place
boasts of one,” added Cole.

“ Boh you think it smbet*

y wotX”
" ** Rest agsured Carl has not abandoned this
unt.

“ Troe, but we want to live like human beings
When we cam.”

“ Well, we will see how things look.”

They rods into the towan and fouud a good ho-
tel, There they put up and had supper, after
Which they proceeded Lo size up the siteation.

“ I see nothing wrong,” said Frank to Jesse
a4 they stood on the piazza a little Jater.

“ Not a person here has looked at us suspi-
ciously.”

“ ¥ think that is rigirt.”

“ What is that disturbance down the simeet?"

 Some excitement in front of a house, sure

The landiord came out and stood losking in
the same direction with a troubled expression
o9 his_face.

l‘i‘ What is the tumult down there, Bin?" Jesse
agked.

:‘ Gﬂe el our old citizens is in trouble, sin:™

- ;ﬂicy say he ia crozy.”

o Ton'

“We don t Ihmk 50"

“ Wiho d

“ L:wyer And'm"

* What bas he to do with it?*

“ Weil, you see it is like this: Mr, Mullen has
alwaygs lived hes d been a most valued citi-
zen of ours, but is now very old. A year
8 relative of his came here and fook him to Ma
This was Anderson. He was a lawyer, and
began to practiee here with mueh !uem w
all thought him a great and good map, and he
grew ta be very paswitul et baly nm aut all
through the eownty. He gréw rieh, t68—"

“ By what means?”

The landlord £hook bis head.

* I make no charges,” he replied, * bot I do
not believe poor old Mnllen has 80 much money
as when Anderson came.”

I sea.”

‘\Mind you, gir,” hastily added the landlord,
“1 make no ltwnnm

*Troe, yon bave not. Go om”

“‘/A short time ago

him,
and he will keep him, too.”
“ Why doa‘t you imtenfiene?*
* We dare met.”

is 8o p. "
“Yes, He is a great man all tbrough the
county.”

Here the landlord had a eali to business, and
the bandits were left alone.

“rFeank,” said Jesse, “ilat's go down and see
to this.”

“cDoue!l If we think old Mullen Is sane I do
not believe the great mam of the county will
overawe us.”

* That he will met.”

They went, and found the group decidediy in-
teresting to look at.

West Chase, the young champion, was not
present, but was, and 80 was a iy
locking young female, who proved to be Myra
Rossmare. The lawyer had sent for a carrisge
to take Mullem away, but the latter was not ree-
onciled. He looked around him and spoke
plaintively,

“ Friends,” he said, “ you have ali known me
for many years. Youm will know me but a little
while longer if this outrage is allowed to go on.
I have associated with your fathers and your
grandfathers, and they were glad to have my

will. I waa glad to have theirs, for they
were friends I loved. Now, Is there no one t6
stan i by fme in My old age?

Clearly, there were many who would have been
glad to do this, but they looked at great Lawyer
Amderson and dared not speak.

* He who says my mind is diseased speaks an
infamous falselhood!” added Mullen, with empha.
sis. " Who wilt say it among those who bave
knowm me in the years past?”

Andergon spoke quickly.

* Gentlemen, do not heed him. This is a very
painful matter, but the poor old gentleman does
not mean 80 bad as he says. Only those who
have been daily with him know how he is shat-
tered.”

*I bave been with him,” deciared Myra Rofs-
more, *awd 1 kmn all this, The old man is a
ment

v The woman lies!” deciared Mullen, excited-

" Hear him rave!” murmured Anderson.

* Who would not rave to he thus mecused?
retorted Mullen, * Now, not oie of my friends
thinks this of me, Who will say he does?’

“ None of them have been with yom, as we
have,” hastily replied tbe lawyer.

« It is my money you want, kanawe!*

“ Boor old manl” gighed Anderson.

Time will prove this, and you wiil be shown
up as n desperate and villainous ploter.”

* Gentlemen, do not heed bim," said Ander-
som, meekly. *‘3ke does not know the harm he
may do my unsultied reputticn.”

As he spoke, he cast an angious glance to-
ward where he expected the earriage to come
from, and was delighted to see it approaching.

¢ Jesge,” sald Erank James, * this is all u vile
plot agaiast the old mam.”

“ You are right, Framh*

v These people fear the lawyer. Do we?*

“ No

v Then Jet us stop tiniss™

* We will. Mullen is as sane as you or I.™*

The carriage drew up, and Myra officiously
seized the old man’s arm and tried to pull bim
forward. He resisted, and Amdierson gave his
heip, o the venerable citizen was compelled to
give way steadily. He prew exeited.

** Help, help!” he cried,

v Come!” cried Anderson, and [eeling his
triumph secure, he exhibited some of the rough-
ness af hig nature. * There is no help for you."

* You liai* .

A sterd voice pronounced the Wwords in hls
eams, and then a strong hand flung Anderson
back fram his prey. He almost fell, but, as be
struggled up, he was surprised to see two stran-
gers by the side of bis coveted prey.”

* Who touched me?' he ghouted.

< 1dlg,” calmly mpllld Jesse.

«How dared yo

* Why, you aesr hms fello®, 1 don’t gee that
there 16 any dare aboul ite”

* 1 will ave, you arresied for assauivl” yelled

Mullen was crazy, and. he was going to have hlm
Sent to a private asylum”

‘A niee plot. Did no one help the old man?

“ A young man named West Chase did, sid

he concealed Mullen in the hause you see yen-

der. Amderwon bad put over the old man as an

madiy. i
“ Oh, go off and p:‘t Leg on Mi " 4
The Impertlnnnu this rep! y—l reply made

to the great man of the county—«hmlmig ad

Anderson speechless, but Myra took her tarn and

shook her fist In Jesse's face In a very unladylike

manuoer.

* We will put you in State's prison!” she de-
lared.

*: Hetlo! Are you here, Venua?” sneered Jesse.
* Who bleached your bwiir?*

Myra almost fainted.

“A\m® you an Indian that you put so much paint
on your face? he added, mockingly.

“ Wretch!” she gasped.

“ What bar-room did Amdersoun pick you up
at whem he went to St. iis? No employment
office would give place to you.”

These shota hit hard, for there was grwlm for
each, and the painted young womam, had
thought her complexion invulnerable to me dill
eyes of the towm, was almost wild with
She made an attempt to serateh Jease's faes; HHE
ha flong her nside so roughly that she almm fell
to the ground.

She managed to recover ber balance, but she
was choking with her wrath. She attacked him
no mere, but her voice arose shrilly.

“ I will live to be avenged for this!” ahe cried,
venomaunsly.

CHAPTER XVHIL.
IN FRESHI IDMNGER,

DuRING this diversion Amdersom bad been
doing some thinking. He was afraid of tiie men
who had thus intarfered with his plots, but he
hoped all was not lost. He determtned t6 make
one more eflort to get old Mr. Mullen inte the
carriage.

8eizing him by the arm, he began to drag him
along, but Jesse pro knocked the lawyer
down. Theu the baudit turned to the people!

“rdent he cried, *llaam not going Lo see this
outrage dowme, if you are. Mullen is no more in-
sane tham you or 1, and I sball defend him. Whe
is with me?

No one volunteered.

Too mueh did they stand in awe of Anderson.

The latter leaped lo his feet, almost foaming
with rage.

“ Where ia the constable?” he demanded. 1
will have this meddling scoundirel arrested at
once.”

, you will not,” Jesse said, calmly, “and
you will Jose on Mullen too. Who will belp me
in this?*

A young mam pushed hurriedly through the
erowdl, breathing bard, as if after a rua,

“T Wi he exclaimed.

* Weat Chase!” cried Mullen, joyfully.

Jesse recogmized the name of ‘tire man wha had
helped Mullen before, and he shook the new af-
rival by the hand.

** We can do this,” the bandit added, ' Tgke
your old friend to, the hotel, and my ecomrade and
I will guard you.”

“pAte you sincere?” demanded West.

* Have I not proved it”"

* Was it you who struck Anderson?”

“¥eag, ¥

* You have proved it, indeed”

“ It will prove his death stroke!" cried Myra
Raummm, excitedly. * He will live to repent
this.

“Hello!" exclalmed Jesse, easily. * How
much does Amdersom pay you, my palmed dame,
to fight 8o zealowsly ou his side?”

Myra finsired.

“ You are a coward 1o inault mel” ahe éried,

“ Don't deserve it, tiem’”

* As for the pay, I get mome.”

“ Oh, you are a matchless Jiar!” codlly retort-
ed the bandit king. " Of mne Aﬂﬂﬁfﬁ@ﬁ
brought you down from St. Lowis g
¢o hig vile work., Well, he eneie mi elper
well. No doubt you ean Hghit, fof I see yeu
have your war paint on.”

Jesse saw that this comtimwal allugion to the
artificial color in her face maddemed Myra, and
he kept it up pertinaciously. Now her eampes:
ure gave way entirely, and ahe apmng al mm
and tried to scrateh his faee. F&
shove so fough that she neaﬂy fell; and emﬂ
turned to Weat Cligse.

* Are you ready to go?” he asked.

wies.”

“ G 3 then.” -

“ And yoa?*

My rriend and I will follow you. Go em”

Jesse was not wholly satisfiod with the motion
of lingering where they were.

While old Mr. Mullen bad a good many symps«
thizera in the crawd, they were all afraid to éowe
out for him, and the fact that the plotting Jaw=
yer had censed activa work againat the James
Boys, to speak In low tenas with eemm !ew
browed men In the erawd, éﬂgﬂﬁi
Beugm up the lewer alesient of the ﬂBﬂHiiﬂG‘E

hedy and Bokk
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'lol avoid a clash, it would be well to gel to the

West took Mullen’s arm and led him away.
Myra was tlie only one Who elmud » dlcpw-
tion to remonstrate, and whe
whispered to her, she relapnd ln\o lnlctlvity
+ The old fellow has some well defined scheme,”

agroed.

* He will set a force upon us”

“What do we cmv'

« He may get all the citizens™

*Not all; And if ho did, what then! Is mot
tha band with ve

We coald hm them off, ho denbt, but any
rucuon would advertise us too much.”
we will beat him.”

The hotel was reached in safety, and Mullen
was taken to the parlor,

He was very gratefol for what they had done,
and his words proved more folly than ever that
he he was fully in possession of his mental pow-
ors,

*Gentlomen,” sald West Chase, “\yom never
did a better deed than when yoo h!|ped this old
man. Bot what is to be done now! Do you re-
main here Jong?"

"

:- Where"db you go, if I may agkd”

*“It will never do for Mr.
here.”

Jesse was silent. He wae thinking that the
James Boys would not be the best of guards for
an old man, especially if Carl Greene should get
after them again and force them to flight and

hi

Mullen to stay

ng.

“ Do not mistake my interest in )ﬁulm." West
added. I am not bis I:nlr. and shall refuse to
take any pay for what 1 may do for him, but I
am bonnd to ha!p bim all I cam*

“ Quite mights™

“ Now, of course, Lis remedy i with the law’"

"II should say se.”

idea, now Anderson has taken this bold
step and made decisive action necessary, i o
engage a lawyer for Mullen, and see that he is
vlndiuv,od and saved in court”
* B

*eBut where can he remain ln the mean-
while?”
* Do you know of no plagel

* Why not take him there?"

*This is where your help is needed if yon will
give it. In the town, ar m.hur \Bo u“lement
of Brigge’ Bend, I have y friends, an
wlll loagnn numnlvu holdly with me aud

jon. e of them are not 8o
lawahl ug u !boy |ghc be, but that is all the
fore ia our favor if we have to fight tbe law-

b "Whynon ake him there?!
* Anderson will sorely attempt 9 vegain pes:
seasion of him on the way, you sea”
+ 1 think I do see. Yon wonld llke oaF help,

b
o That is it, preciaaly;
* We will awd yoa and Mollen to that ham:
“« Goodt"

Shall we go to-mormam"
“ Would it ho safe to wall
y not*

" Al d reon ua thig
e o ot aiceasd coohonky sseted
8, though if you ey the word, we go

West assumed a thoughtfal air.
* Possibly we can ilt help whlub !!Ml mske lt
easy for D8 to a:qy re and ¢
On my way home, this afternoon, I nw mn whs
are now (o bo expected here any minute. They
were & detective and his basdi™
Al alesective!™ echoed Jesse.

" ;hatlil he doing herel®

« Hant o James Bogal

Wost . he ARRGUREAMERt With ol 8 tn-
nounu in the world, but It fell fereibly op the

e e’ man 18 Garl Gm bﬁg ?&mn
i qg;ﬁkg

yonng man Went oA
tective of the same mme.
heard of hima. He obaery
he and bls party mul

night, r“ﬁ we r‘nqy 808R g F hlme
M hia wed Rot Bl s nawt for W bandls
and they lost éeswe to gesp 18 the

m:mmd you apesk With him abeat Meliral® wk-

* What talk did you have with him?*
** None.

* Not a wand#"

* None whnuver.
talked with others.

* How many men bad e

# About thirty, 1 should smy™

" Why do you mention him in connection with
Mullen’s case?

* Being an officer of law he mlght iimtenfiene ™

“ But he has other bosimess:™

1 merely listened while he

" And ‘would not Anderson bave more power
to influence him than we?

* Yom are right, and it becomes clear he
would be against us, not iu our favor. Then we
ought to get away.”

*“We will go immediately. Have you a
hmnmﬂ

s’

* How about Muilen?*

“l have two here at the hotel and he can
have one.”

“ 18 he strong enough to rites’

v B
* Then let us be oft™

Preparations began. Several of the bandits
weut to make the horses ready, and this was
loon done.  While final efforts were being made

0 get old Mr. Mullen into the best possible aon-
dmon for the journey the llndlnﬂi, who had been
YeFy nervous ever sinee botel beeare the
hesdquarters for the ODWKIOB to Andersen,
appreaehed the leadera with haste.

“ Anderson is eomh:ig be amnonnced.

“ Ahl is he¥ replied Jesse, calmly.

* Yes, and many other men with im.”"

S0 lie has rallied the cltlzens, has he?*

" Therepm more than ttram ™

“

/A lot of strangers who have just arrived on
horseback.”

* What?*

“ Yes, and I am told he has had eonversation
with them, and they are going to help him.”

« Carl Greene!" exclaimed Frank James.

* To horse, men!" ordered Jesse, qnlckly.

As he spoke Frank stepped to the window and
was staggered by what he saw. Not less than
fifty men were there, with over half of them
mounted, and at nm bead were two men he was
not slow to recogni;

ey were Andmon and Carl Greene.

*kesse, this way?™
m“n!hr! we are i for it!” the bandit king
exclai
[ C-n t 'n slip amay?™
# Yes, let us go by the rean.”
* Anderson tries the dicar.”
“1 have locked it,” sald the landlord, trem-

"E‘l‘ha lawyer knocks.™

“ Gentlemen,” cried the landlord, * if yoa are
going, for Heaven's sake do it at once. This will
be the rain of me if Anderson knows I am in any
degree against him”

“ Wa wlll go. West Chase, see to Mullen.

Quml thc banditti hastened out of the rear
door. The stable was In that direction, and
they hoped to get a good start. Cole Youn
and Jim Cumming were by the horses
for action, and all there was to do was
foant.

» Saddle!” cried Jesse, and the direction was
quickly obeyed.

A loud thumping was now te be heard at tlie
front door, bat suddenly Andannn 's voice sound-
ed ontsdie with tbe shout:

* Open this door, landlord. or we will break it
down.”
 Go softly, boya!" spoke Jease.

The bandits began to ride oat of the yard, and
gained several yards without any mischance.

‘Then a hoarse aboot suddenly came from pear the
front of the
;"'rhu vny—-hsrl they are. Tbey are making

blinj

"8

o

Almost immediately sonnded another voice.

* Pursue, men. They are outlaws for whom
a large reward is offered. Pursne—they are the
James Boys.”

* Ride hardf” cried Jesse James.

off duhed the baodits.

“ There they go—tihere they gol” was the oat-

% Give them a volley!” shotited Carl Greene.
“ Finell*
Crackf

detective was obeyed, bnt so hurriedly,

od Jesse.
*a\No."”

T
that though lead few in abundance, and it

ought to have done some execation at that dis*
unce, it was all lost. Nobody waa hit,

* Ha, " hed  Jesde. . Yan have
forgotten how to sl os. Carl Greene, Belter
change your

Derisively Inughed the bandits, and then they
dashed away down the street. Carl swung his
arms about wildly.

Pursue!” he thundend. * Do not let them
escape us thls time."

His men were those whom long practice had
made about as adept in quick action as were
the ‘bandits themselves, and before the words
were fairly out of hia mouth they were in motion.
West. Chm was looking keenly at Jesse, and he
spoke i a low tome:

" Did you hear thnt charge?*

~ What

- ’l‘lm yon were the James Beys.™

u ls it nmm!

“ Since you ask it 1 will say it is. Now what
change does that make in the situstion? Do yon
object to Mullen being saved from such a
source?”

* Neverl never! I care not who you are, if
you will only stand by this old mnn. I will say
frapkly that I have no sym with yea as
law breakers, nor with other Ilw breakers, but
adversity makes strange bedfellows, it ia said,
and I am [ot 80 talﬂ §hlﬂﬂ@ | 88 ;6 Fejeet Fsl&ﬂd

nobly affered.
by s 1 will de

namleiefﬂﬂ ma: wn llﬂ1 ﬂb M
sug ii HQB 5 ms w Egeé
ii & % g
mar B ti%a {3 .m%ss ﬁé

hearty speech settled one point, but
lheru wa3 time for no more wore m&? '

The foe were comi g

The fo ming rapidly,

oo bulleta whiatied unph loso. and
e bulleta whisf unpleasan eaaain

oaniel b

m gwe ':r;ollly in murn, in the feiult
omnen!

told they had not emm fllay s%iﬁ‘yf

them anew, navmsf, and B8 aid ARdera6h

The bandits were getting along weil, but the)
lv;:nt amidat a mrmg'oi agunm.g Hot was éﬁi{

Jesse grew tired of it. He eom
L"“Z
at the front feai
bail.
West laughed at -11 this, hewsm, for fig kitew

the conntry well and assured il
could Jead them 30 they w@ula % Eg i e
purauers off the track, g 2h
after o sprint of & few mnss 0 aifi o 4 piif:
suers faded away in the

“ All's well® deulnrld WGﬂt. Now for the

place where we

CHAPTER XIX
MARKED AS A $PY.

It was three days later that a i B
pha A
pEOPriBtor of whieh was iuﬂﬂlﬂ i Eﬁ ﬁ

a Mlv;’h ada
“ Where is the hotel?” wi Yk,
cra re I8 a8 osked i @ High,
* There ain’t none,” replied the merehant.
* What do travelers do? o

* Sometimes they hoy
they stay with mesr of 1t, and ésietiiies

* Wal Tl sb.”
“ How i N
'““,Eéfena&"“ ow y0n witi' taily foquired
e stranger had began te dismeuat fFof bia
b ®eed, and his
booy lesd, and his dssuraes did G6t bléda

* Didn't yoa say I coutur”
: lwgart?::y did wor” ;
Y, in pay ye wal. -
self ?:' hou. an’ ;og kia hev ﬂ]ggﬁi‘gf it
Enough displ
oo gwe.,,..'.::.,kﬂ:z'::g:;'.,:; Y e

Ol Sam o, o &q
“ 8 Bif
far 1
:“H :ler am; an’ I klﬂ li‘T #8i erh %&
i8 farm:

farmer speech was feresd ahd ﬂﬂiiii!‘.ﬂfii

d
.‘.‘:;....‘.‘:.1 'é'é‘:‘l‘:‘:?" "“L'“ e
a if me 8 gﬂiﬁﬂ%

@ of the statio
dm o, Took 1a @iﬁ
pnﬁma wai i
ad 60 Featie i%ew au%ilas o1 il Pﬂ
All this the mmhant saw, bat he did dot 6o

ment upon the fact.
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* Traveling for your health? he questiomed,

* Qut to buy bogs,” replied Mr. Mifhn.

* We have them here, two-legged and four. 1
reckon I can keep you, for I don’t want Briggs’
Bend to lose ita reputation for hospitality. 1'll
eall a nigger to care for your horse, and you cau
fall into the house and get something to 4l the
yawning gap In your stemsch.”

Miffin looked pleased and proceeded to obey
all these directions.

The host saw him in the hands of the cooks
of the establishment, and then went into his
store. A plaiu-looking man was sitting on a
barrel.

* Business is booming,” quoth the merchant.

The man on the barrel seemed interested.

*Jn what way?*

“ A traveler to feedi

* Who?*

* Says he is a fanmen.”

* Don't you think so?*

« Mr. James, you know what you said to me
about a possible spy®

v Yeg.

*¢ I believe the spy has come.”
“ ARy

The man on the barrel appeared still more in-
tereated,

* Tell me all about it,” he neguested.

The merchant did as directed, while his com-
panion listened attentively. When all was
knowm he quietly remarked:

*+[ ghall have to see the hag-buyen,™

* Come with me, and you shall have a look ou
the sly.”

They left the store and went up the back
stairs. It gave them a position Where they
could look as desired, and as Mr. Miffin ate, he
was j to espi to bim-
self.

I agree with you perfectly,” fimally asserted
Jesse James. ¢ The man is not what he claimg;
there’s no farmer about him. That being ad-
mitted, the question arises, why should he lie
about himself? There is not usually amything
about this hamlet to invite a persom to come
with a lie on his lips—""

* But there s mow.” .

“Exactly. Well I think we are In for it.
Where is West Chase?" .

* There he comes now. See him yourseld, and
Il attend to my busimess.” .

West came in and was duly interviewed.

When the facts had been presented to him, he,
to0, was ready to believe there was danger in
the air. Nearly all the members of the James
Beys' band, as well as West and Mullen, were in
Bri Bend. They were there awaiting the
time when West woulld have his lawyer and his
lawswit in hand so he could Hght Mullen’s case
out |n eourt. Nothing had been seen of the en-
emy sines they eame there, but they had all
along laoked for some manifestation from Carl
Greene and Anderson. .

This was to be expected in a secret Way if at
all, for Briggs’ Bend had its own peculiar repus
tatiom, and the officers could hardly expeet the
Benders to fall into their arms.

Very few persons of the hamiet knew that
their guests included the famous bandits, for the
leaders of the latter element had assumed a sort
of disguise h{ dressing very plainly, and they
mimjzled meekly with the people and lived their
assumed character of quiet men of humble life.

So they were harbored day by day at West's
request, and all had been peace in the hamlet,

It was expected that the lawyer Would soon be
at hand to take charge of all and relieye the
James Boys of their guardissship, but the law-
yer had not come, and it was thought the ageut
from the detective bad.

An attempt had been made 19 keep Waich of
Carl Greene, but after he found he had leat sight
of the bandits, he disappeared suddenly aud all
his men with him.

ince then z'h?lre had been nothing to do but
to watch carefully. . " N

“ Have yon any uggestion?” West now atked

+ Only that we must not lase sight of this mg
buyer. If he’s here a8 & spy, he is, of course,
sharp fellow who is dangerovs. He musi be seen
to, and with shrewdness to mateh his 6w#. Fhe
chances are that he ia not alone in this section.”
* Greene and his men may be hiding nean:™
“YFga® A

Perhaps they seek to abduct you and Frank:

“ Very likely, .

“ We wil gn'v them all they seek!" crled West,
his tace Adshiing. * Let us all stick together a8
We did In .the past, and we can give a good ae:
esunt of ourgelves.”

“ Several things must be remembered;, ’ grave:
Iy answered Jease. ** If they had brought te thig

vicinity all the men we had opposed to us before,
nothing but a hot fight can pull us sivough.
Next, one-third of our men are out of the hamlet
now. They are supposed to be within call, but
we don't kuow how that is, and domt know
where to send for tiem.”

West's face sobered.

“1 had forgotten that,” he confessed.

*Still it den’t put us hopelesaly in & hole. We
have geveral men to rely upon, and I think that
will be enough for all the ealls upon ouf Fe-
seourees.”
¥ We have
“II hope S
“1 am ready for all tvings.

“ Let us hope there will be no severe tax wpon

For the present, our plan is to watch Mr.
Miffim."

Presently Jesse returned to the house, and he
and Frank agreed to take turns at watching the
pretended hog buyer, and see that he did met
leave the building unfoll .

Miffin did not put them to any trouble for some
time.

He remained close to the store and talked hog
wisdom witlj zeal and enthusiasm. If he did not
understaud the true iuwardness of hogs he had
good luck in his efforts, for those of the loungers
who had been enthusiasts in hog lore all their
lives were obliged to comfess he was their mateh
at talking about the quadrupeds,

As the evening waned Mr. Miffin spoke of go-
ing to bed, and the chance was duly given to
him.

He retired and extinguished his light. Per-
haps he was soon asleep after that—perihaps, but
the bandit kings had their opinion.

Sconts were thrown out, aud the utmost ef-
forts made to learn if any strangers were skulk-
ing in the vicinity, but nothing was developed.

Jesse and Frank took place in the store where
they could wateh unceasingly, but as they were
in darkness there was nothing to tell of their

the old ceersge.”
0.

om.

It was past twelve o’clock when the slightest
peseitile stir was heard in the hog buyer's room.
It might have been the mest simple of matters,
but the James Boys became on the alert.

* It's coming!” predicted Frank.

* We'll see.”

A door opened carefully.

¥ Poor fool!” muttered Jesse. '“~What dees
he think he Is delug? He bas mistaken his eafls

Soft footateps followed.

There could no longer be any doubt that the
sounds caine from the hog buyer's quarter, and
the bandits made ready for action. The store
was an large and )
but they thought they were aure of the man's
path, and they were directly in that path. If he
came they were all prepared.

He did come. Wiith the lightest of footstepa
be cressed the floor and neared them, They re-
mained quiet and let him pass. eaded for
the stairs and went dowm with the same stealth.

Jesse walked ailently after.

Miffin reached the outer deo, and laving held
of the key, turned it and sprang baek 'the Bali:
He opened the dear. .

Just then a hand fell upen his sheulder:

¥ Golng for & walks”

Miffin made a great start and wheeled abrupts
ly. He could see no more than the dark fisawra
ide him, but that was enough to eause him
alarm.

EBI” he muttered.

¥ Going ouwt?’

“Ig it my host®”

“ No, but it's another man. Going out*

“ I—I was a bit faint, aud 1 thought I would
take a breath of air. That's it—ghat's all.”

* 1 will go with you.”

* But I—I am not gelng out.”

* Why not? Qe night iis fiiez. Why sheuldn's
we go for a ramble? We may meet aome hogs.”

Mr. Miffin would have been stupid not to see|
that there was a good deal of saicasm in the
talk of this man. He tried In vain to make out
wiiat he looked Jike.

“ All T want is to get over this faintness,” he
persisted. *‘ Just a momeat here, aud thea I
shall be myself again.”

* Who are you when you're yourself?"

Ry

* I think my question was plam ™

“ I do not ,caqre to bother with a fellow who
talks nonsense,” declared the hog merchant,
trying to hide his uneasiness under a thin veil of
resentment, *'['ll go to my room.”

* Very well, Pleasant dreams!!”

Miffin did net delgn to reply, and he mounted
the stairs with quiek stapa for a falat maw and

800D disappearee in his ewa rosm.

Jesse had learned enough to settle Mr. Miffin’s
position in his mind. He had seem keen dis<
appointment and agitation in the fellow’s mans
ner, and there was no longer any doubt iy his
mind that Miffin was just what he had been
marked out to be—a spy for some of their fees.

“Carry the news to Ji Cumming and ths
* Jesse said to Frank. © Bid them be of
the wateh.”

Frank went, but at the house all settled down
to it8 old comdlition. Millin did not make another
maove, although he was given all the ehanees in
the world.

Two o'clock came.

The James Boys were atill lying in a quiet but
watchful state.

“Do you smell anything unusual? Frank
asked.

* I had not noticed it

“fity your nostriilks

Jesse was doiug 0, and he suddenly remarked;

= There is an odor like something burmie”

" So I thiimi,*

* It may be a fire in some stove—"

The bandit paused. He did net like hls ewn
explanation, and he coufd not see why a legiti:
mate fire at that hour should be big eneugh (9
make an odor like the one diseovered.

They waited a few moments longer, but the
odor seemed to increase, and thelr wieasiness
grew with it,

“THiie must be looked to,” finally remarked
Jesse. ‘It strikes me it comen from the lower
part of the building. The store may be oa fie,
and it is our duty to know how it is. Wait, ami
I'll see to it.”

He went down the back staira as far aa the
door at the foot thereof, andt them pushed thia
latter open. The momert he did this e kiew
where the fire was,

Smoke and flame mot hith with & rysh;

The store was, indeed, on fire, and it Was §8
far advanesd as to furnish an element of hveligst
concern and danger. Quiekly he eiowed
door and retreated, A werd
him te the seews, and them, while 34
seuriied away Lo waky the merehant, Jeise Went
to fight the A-m&.

He saw where the chief troable lay, and gave
his attention to it with zeal. There was an
abundance of water at hand, and with this he
begam to dash bucket after bueket upea the fire,
which was all cemtered, thua faf, i a pile ef
stutl atone point.

Before he had gome far he was joined by Frank
and the merchant, and the comtiimed efforts of
the three made a mark.

The flames lessened.

In a few moments there was no longer danger,
and they ceased operations to let he frest die
out maturally.

* How do you account for this!” asked Frank,
abroprly.

“fhe fiee seems mysterious,” admitted the
merchant.

“ It woulda’t to me, if we hadn't had your
hog-buyer all the while under watch. As it'is, 1
am not so certain, but of one thing be sure—
this was an incendiary fities™

* Right!” Jesse agreed. * Look at the stuff
it had to feed upan. Al ig piled up together;
the work of human hands, and brought about by
the unquestionable purpose of setting the bulld=
ing on fire. Some one has tried to bura yeu
out.”

“ Who could it have been?

;he outer door is locked!™

“ Could any one have been in here when yow
locked up?*

“ I suppose it might have been dome.”

“ Then rely upon it, it was done. The metivé
is not so clear, but you will remember you have
a guest up-stairs who ia not to be frustéd.”

“ Yes, and he should be looked lo at omee"™
exelaimed Frank. * We are losing time here;
let’s look up our man and see if he Is 8til} with
us. We have been neglectful, What may he
not be doiug this minute?”

The suggestion was enough to send all up the
ataiirs in haste.

Listening at the door of Miffin's room they
could hear m within.

** Still with us. Gadl this grows musteriowst”

" See here!" cried Frank, from :he “witidow.

" What is i7"

‘* Several horsemen are outside the

* Several horsemen are outside the

CHAPTER XX.
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JESSE JAMES hastened to the wimdow,

The horsemen were plainly visible, all drawn

p in a group.

* They are not our figllowers™

ouge!’!
ouse
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No.” .
- 'l'hen' gus is on this building™

" By Jowl 1 reckon we are in fof it

» Who can they bel” agked the merchant.

“ Who ahonld they be but the fees we have
been expecting!

~Thuhder! uad Where are your oWR ment”

“ Not. far away, you may rely up

+ These fellows are waiting for the llre.
haps,” said Frank. * They will wait some time
for it

The riders looked grim and uncanay. Their
silence was suggestive of evil plots and Secret
work, and the James Boys did not deubt that
they were there with just the intention aseribed
to them. The movement against the band had
begam ouce more, aud begun in earnest, uniess
signs went for motbing.

“ They now gaze ai the lower door,” added
Frank, snddenly, “ Why? Cau it be the five-
setter is aull there and now is opening the dear
to_them?

The question Was_enough to md Jesse down
the steps with quick but silent steps.
bouaded into tbe stere, and 4 heu h there was
no light burning he had ne diffieulty in discev-
ering a dark figoze close to tbe door. He eprung
forward and seized the unknowam in & Hem

& sihe did o ho was Smpresssd with the fact
that he held a remarkably slight tigyire.

“ What's thie?" he demanded.

The prisoner siruggled c?emd bRE wnly

* You were unclosing the

There was no reply, and, When Jesse m made
sure the door was uot unlocked, ke dragged hl!
captive back to the rear of the r m
ed to be a boy, and of sueh slight form &hai.
reaching that point, he lifted him and bore him
up the stairs without any effort,

‘This brought them both into thesirong ligm 91
an inper room, and he held his prize oot to

ed look. His first idea was that he ha m
g” . secured a treacherous boy, but a tamiliarty
ot the face suddealy dawn upun him.

t Myra Rossmorel” he exclaimed.

Despite the male attire he had eorrectly named
the prisoner.

She stood paating in his erasp, net 50 Mueh
from bre-n-leunm, ha wisely suspecied, a8
from anger aud chag "

~ Old friends are ulwau welcome!” he langh-

% on, 1 sould kil youl” e i) Wosed

“ Dow
“L lme ou=1 lme xﬁw«
“ Melanchely fagt, kwk

Taka your hapds o 1o 1
* Don't be in haste: tht ars 308 Qg

« Seeking your ruin, Jesse James?” she fash:
ed. "
v How well are you epeeseding?” the pandy
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1 againsi tho mingling
« § icole. Jesie let hef weee oF MPH%M &E@R
came to business again N
Why were yoo mg o unde the deer?”
There was no Feply. .
o Alml why did you set tire to the buliding?
L]

silence,

w vou are bound to kwa bad mx@m
sternly observed the bsadit. * Lawyer Ander-
son and his gang seem to have 80me Streng hald
npom you. My advice is that yon give Rp sueh
eompany and act like a decent womam. You
have brains—why can’t you have more?*

Daring this_cosvarsation Frank had ekmaéed
into the room from Which they cow'd see vuta|
He now returned.
wThe gang enmea are LFing o got Inte the

store,” he anm
“TTired of wunug for ther allles, eh? Well,
we will tire them still more. Fake uevel’vs’rga:g

sond them aboat their business. Then,

- | dan,

to have a row, is may as well come ROW as

This was in keeping with Frank’s desires, and
lie made his way back to the window, Which
had already raised cauntiously. ld pow
overhear part of their talk.

*Something surely is wrong, and We may a8
well proceed to action at onee. They may bave
been found out, and perhaps we are even now in
ounrsejves.”

“We ought to have got here soomen.”

* We dida’t, and that's all there is to it, Lev's
do something at once; we cau't afford Lo delay—
we may be uander -umm.

* You mre!

Frank uttered the words from the Window, and
then he leaned out and distinetly adadedi:

*Get out of bene!*

Saveral faces were turned upward, but no re-
ply came.

“1f you don’t leave, I shall open fire on you
and shoot the lot!*

Somebody managed to muster up power of
speech.

“SSny, who nre ynn!'

“/A dead sho!

*“Do you owu this buildiog?*

1 di>—so-night.

* We want to buy some supplies—"

“1 keep only lead, bat you will gat thia Tight
from my revolver if you doa't get out!

“ Hang me, if I don’t believe it is Frank
James!” exciaimed one of the siramgers.

* It is, sure. Call the mem!"

A whistle rang out on tlie air.

Fraok saw it would be no use to try and pre:-
ceed secretly any longer, and be uttered a €all
to Jesse and then took as good aim as the éif-
cumstances would admit and sent a shet infs
ms body of herssmen. This he proceeded io 16]:
lew with ethers, but hie was et slsne:

At a word of command the whole party and-
denly turned their own weapons upward and
lead flew in a shower.

Crack!

Crack!

Crack!

The glass was shivered to atows over Frank's

A bnllsf grazed his pecl

* Beat in the door!” ahon(ed the leader of the

upknewns.

All leaped from their horses except one man,
and Irom the way he acted it was safe to assume
he had uot beea left in comdition by Frank’s
shot to do anything of the sort.

The door was fiercely attacked.

Up the street came the sound ot fapiA foat:
strokes, and toward the store ather Fiders eaine
at hot speed. It was elear the fight was an BHE
it did net eawRe the bandit any g\ gig
Pae left me pﬂmm te the ﬂme m 404 £5

lee \hsm your complimeats!” Frank di-
rected.

Jesse leaned out and firedl into the crowd.
Like all the firing before it was a work where
acemrate marksmanghip was out of the quastion;
but he evidently fired too well for the wishes 6f
the foe. They broke away from the deer and

7ot out of revolver-shet in Baste.
Several riders eame up at a gallop:
. %ne of the late rutnera raised his voice

lﬂ 18, apd & volley wa3

!B‘“ﬂm the ﬂibﬂ lﬁx
i %gﬂga&t ﬂtﬁ'i 555&1 ‘l?i ﬁ‘ﬂ E
We are in lor n. ngmn, commented the st

o Yes

“ 1 sen nothing of our own followers.”

“ They will not desert us.”

* Well I should say wott"”

** Tell the store-keeper to bring a!l the rifles
be has. We may have to Mght alene fof
awhile,”

‘The merchaat appeared, well laden with thia
articles reguired.

“1 am with yuu." he announced.
make it hot for tiem.”

His manner wea very cheerful for that of &
dispenser of dry goods and molasses, but
matter had fired nu blood with the zeat of youth,

'l‘ho foe began to

* They are going m mks 4 rush.”
wy luuova you are rigitt?”

i Well, we are fiere w f
usn m FE yiﬂ BB th

Sﬂ
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" Let's

feRewed from the
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the main body reached tlie house and threw
themselves agaiast the door, or the shutlered
windows of the lower story.

Thunder! bat If they in wom’t there be
music?” quoth tbe merchant. * We are a bit
too weak for real fun, but we will see them all

e same. We couldu’t back out if we would.”
|Ifl'hu James Boys looked anxiowsly for their
allies.

They knew very well that if it came to a fight
they would not be able to resist such odds, and
even comrage has its element of prudence and
common Sense.

But they were not to be all alone. The deor
was cracking under the force of the attack upon
it, but now there arose a new sound from down
the street—a cheer, a ringing sound of emeour-
agement; and the strained eyes of the James
Boys caught aight of ether riders speeding to-
ward the spet.

The cheer was returned, and there could be ro
doubt but the wild horsemen of Missouri would
tind their way.

Again the cheer, and this time it was heard by
the bhesiegers,
They saw they had more than a few hived-up
men to deal with, and some of them wavered
Perceptibly. But the voices of leaders rose to
instill firmoess anew, and no one left his post.
* Face the other way and reeeive tiem?
So the afder wié given, and tne besiegers

turned ﬁm laced f20, and the sumame
obody evul tell Ths Biﬂﬂ l]ia lh Vel
bt theif hmlﬂﬂ a8k, B z
ngs l%flélf 8l éﬂB m ‘ﬂﬁﬂmﬁaﬁ Crdt eﬂaﬂecﬁ
Kﬂihﬁ ﬂf E ﬁiﬂ%i gg"
I A ﬂl ihy
Eﬂ s ﬂ Fok r. ﬁ} . e§ Frg
i 8 W&i
e succee lll n mensnr

It. was !munng morethen shouting now, for
the band had come nﬁnr 600! to make it plain
that somebody was ia the first blow soon,
and they did uot lnwn to give this sdvantage
to the foe.

Crack=etack=eraek!
‘Then in & hailstorm of bulleta from both gides,
all sent with ‘the haste of such a erisis, and by
no means all of any efleet, the collision followed.
With ringing cheers the baundits flung their
weight against the solid body before them, and
th: scene became one indeseribable ln its char-
acter.
Jesse and Frank did not miss the epportunity
thus afforded, aud they hastened dewn and join-
ed ‘f‘l‘:e ollnﬁ.

ere was work for all, and they plun inko

the thickest of the fray, ' Y plong=t

* Down with the invaders!” was the ery.

“ Death to the outlaws!® retorted ¢he be-
siegers.

And all gave blow after blow with the ready
zeal of those skilled in sueh work.
From the first the James Boys noticed how
small the force was at their commund, and they
looked anxiously dowa the sireet for Some sign
that reinforcements were eofing. Where the
absent membai% al tnelr band were may did wot

i Boundof B0e wos B e o e
of thelf mum-iliag % ! i £

The Help did Aot éﬂﬂi&

That the enemy had mim 8 at effort to
mass their force was apparent, atd (he swmbers
sgaiost the defendsrs Were more ana Hore ob-
servable. It was the B‘]ﬂ atyle maﬁs svar
:ﬁ!:u:“'m:"der:g%s?“m& eamaﬂ ﬁavs oo for

any le ﬁ{ h of i éy Batty

ea tell 61 & B
Pttt

‘: \;h are fighting at a 108s,” ie hafriedly ssid.
4 What can we do?"
Jsus looked back attbeatore,
* Would we be any better pfl in therer”
“ Vyh ulml;ld be free from their bulleie” it
* Yes, and we shall
we #hay ere shall be eut dewh 6ae by one i
**8ound the wnrd and let
make a fort of ). * gt to cover %Al
The order rau throagh the fadks of the ban-
1ts, and all responded promi y. One mement
the foe had them at their faces; ¢he ne&\, they
Were getting away with speed and akill:

CHAPTER XXI.
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in a few moments the bandits were all in the
store, and the fight was over for the time.

Woaid the smaller party be able Lo hold the
refuge they had ehosen?

Fi%ut of all they proceeded to make it as near
impregnable as their means would allow. The
big door was barricaded in short order, and
then each maa took his rifle and prepared for
the next aet.

The sorprise of the movement had prevented
the assailants from following quickiy enough to
to do any harm, bat when the traoth was realized
the leaders uent them to the attack again.

It a rash ament, for the attack lacked
llldlyllcm, and at llmolc the first fire they broke
an

A loil ensned, durlng which both puﬁn bad
ehance to think and plan.

The bamdits had been obliged to abandon
their borses, but they did not give this serious
thaugm. The animals were not likely to be lost
4 lhmr masters were saved, and would no doubt

be on Land when wanted.'

The besieged settied down to await the coming
of friend or foe. Uhnless all hopes were based on
nothing, tbe missing baudits mast soon appear,
and when they did the matter would be fought
out, The James Boys had . faith to believe they
could overmatch lny‘hlng opposed to them un-
der soch eircumstances, The only gquestion
was, would they come in time?

“ We coald hold this place until they have a
fair show to arrive,” sald Jesse, as he and Frank
eougidered the matter, * but if they are too long
It is a different thi

** I can’t understand this sbsewce.”

“1have buu wondering if they have been de-

awsy.”

“ By Jove, there is something in &uw'

“ If that, is It, we are in a lix, uruly"

“ A very bad one, for we have not the chance
to run that we bad ou the former oecasion.”

* We shoald have goarded against thii, and
cantioned the boys not to be hoaxed by the fee.
Bat it’s too late'to think of that mow.™

Jim Cummins spproached.

“/A mon is coming outside under a flag of
truce, He evideatly wants to come the
game.”

* We'll see him. I want te be sure Who 18 Fun-
ning this scherme.”

the time the James Boys reached the win-
dow the man was aa near as he need to eome,
and there he stood under his flag of truce.

** Hello!” he shoated.

“ Garl Greene!” Frank exclaimed. * Talk with
him; 1 don’t want te.”

Jesse made dae answer.

“Iam hereto demand the surrender of this
house,” added Greene. * You 8ee we are here
in sach numbers that it woald be folly to resist
ns, and now the best thing you caa do I8 to yield
at onee, and Dot arouse the temper of my fol-
loweras.”

. Bl!lntere!ted advice, sarelyl What do yon
want of

“1 think youa know me?*

“1 think we do.”

Jesse answered dryly, bot the sarcasm of the
rejoinder was anheeded,

“1 demand the surrender of all here in the
name of the law. In the past yoa have had
wondertal luck In escaping your just deseris,
bat this will be the case no lon, All bas
been planned this time so that there is not_one
loop-bole for your esea You may as well re+
membor tbm, and yield befere any more blood
has beer shed.”

“ Yon a M to Have it ﬁll lnnnm for us.”
"1 afh stf of my gF g
thibk you have m"

i Aﬁa
o g;h %wéi F?milﬂi SRS,

Eﬁi‘a 8.
Witl you be mad enongh (e resiat®"

*Try ns and see. We shall 8hoot every man
who comes near our fort. You mast be very un-
sophisticated to suppase you can Work upon _'
teara. The ouly way to deal with us is to ighk

*1give you another chumos.”

* It is not mecaswwry.”

“ We will bold off for half ap hemr. If you
Bave come to your senses by that time, We ¢8R
8ave some lives. If you remain obstinate, yomn
will be considered merely as brutes and dealt
With accor

Garl turned and walked away, foliowed b
loud shoat of deflance from tbe bandits. ey
had heard all, and not one of the party Was if=
¢lined to nceept the doubtful mercy offered by
the deteative,

* Now we're in for It, and may the gang Wark
thelr will as soon as they see Lt!" eried Jim

Cummins, and the deflance was an echo of the
thoughts of all.

It was a serions questiom to comsider how long
they could hold tiie impromptu fort. It had no
especial element of strength, but their ritles
counted for much. Right there lay their
strength,

Carl evidently meant to impress them with a
show of his His men, many of whom
were fellows of the roughest kind of life, began
to ride back aud forth in a wild and dashing wny
which would have done credit to cowboys, s
they sent out yells of derision and uuming
shouts which they intended as reflections on the
courage of the defenders,

Happily, the latter had seen too much of life
to be moved in the least by sach cheap exhibi-
tions.

the and an:
noanced that the thirty minutes had expired.

He expected to get some answer, bul mene
came. Not one of tbe bund deigned to make
reply.

Carl retired, and the next move came. The
self-supposed wlld riders had been aspiring to
show off, and they now dashed past the fort at
full spasd. As they went, two or three abreast,
Lirey discharged their revolvers at the refuge of
the besieged, but even this provoked no notice.
They were waiting until the decisive time for
their share and not for cheap exhibitions.

The wild riders retired and there Was another
pause, It was not hard te surmise what would
follow, and the result was in keeping with their
expectations.

There was a stir around the * fort,” and then
out of the shadows rushed a live of mes who
speeded toward the besieged with the utmest of
exertion in every step—well did they know the
danger of every moment passed where the de-
fenders could get at them with their rifles.

Jesse James had his follewers Weli under eon-
troll.

* Resdy!™ )

A murmar ran aleng the line.

" Aimf"

The rifles spoke, and though there was Rot the
best of chance for execution there comld be mo
doubt that there Would be a good account rens
dered.

Bnt the advance was not checked, and the de-
tective's men reached the dooF and agsin

themselves against tbe barricaded obstacle.

It was not a weak peint, if they had but knewn
it, for the resources of the place had been drawn
upon heavily to make it secore, but the atiempt
was kept up until it became clear to all that
they were throwing everything away ia & vam
attempt,

They broke and flad.

Then aross loud and angry yells. Greene had
not expected the petreat, and tholgh be Wes far
from satistied with the Way matiers Were Jaing,
he was maddesed by the Way all teok io in-
glorious fiige.

He talked in vain; the retreat wag on, 4Ad no-
body was more pleased thereat (AR the be-

sle;

The detenders laugm and gheok hands.

There was not mueh 10 show foF the vig Fy.
except that the coast vm foF the Wme clear,
that was the one thig mest impertant iR QhQW
estimation, and they could afferd to exuli over
such a well earned gain.

For a time they mld hesr me oice of the de-
tective, bnt It tmally be

* Ancther scheme i ea rammsd Fronk.

* Yes. What can it bhe¥"

I don't know. I fail ko gee heW they are to
get at us except by direct action. Still, they
may stady out some!

*' Yonder goes ene of the fellags we Winged
before. He seems aboui done (oF.*

A maa Was to be seen crawling off from the
scene of atrife.

One of the bandita raised his Fille.

* No,” Jusse divected. ‘e i3 in bad com-
paay, but 111 be sworA he Ia more BaFry foF It
tllun we can be. Let him go.”

The man crawled on and disappeared.

Frank descended to the lower fieor to see bow
the foree there was getting on.

« All is lovely,” was the repert: ' kSEH X&BF
section clear, and We Will 190K Uit foF QuIs.

« Singular how the 899!‘ of thap \\Wbﬂhlﬂl the
gicl ul mll lingers. Do you netice iy

" Il 1a very plaln t@
 Yes,” added aaomsv man, * akd the woke
i

Frank asked the gquestion With & stark:

4 Yonder!"*

“ By heavens! we are on fire agaim™

Erank bounded toward the corner of the room
where the smoke was to be seen.,

It. was curling up through the floor, and the
inference was easily drawn.

“dn fre below!” added Frank. “Quick—tear
up the boardst If it gets much headway in thig
dry old ark we are gone!”

AI pick was secured, and they used it with
Zzeal

Tiie floar did not come up as easily as was to
lhe expected, but one board was findlly torn
oose.
When this was done the result was most slerm-

A sheet of flame rolled up to meet them.

All below seemed to be a well of fiire.

* The store is toomedlr

S0 cried oge of the bandits, and the prophecy
found echo in the minds of all I!be

But Frank bravely exelaimed!

“ Water! Bring it by the hnrrel
put this blaze owt?”

Every man hustled to get a pail and do his
share, but before they conld got to the gap In the
floor, the of tl
to Frank.

Before they had made the discovery, the fltismss
had crept all along beneath the boards, and it
was of no avail to try and head off such a rollig
billow.

Frank hurrledly replaced the board.

* We may as well stop right bere. The store
is gome, and the soomer we get out of it the bet:
ter. We shall only get into worse difficulty if
we linger and try to lght it out, The fellow
whom we Saw crawling away wus the one whe
did tbis, and his hurt was bogms. No doubt hé
has reported to his superior, and all ara woW
waiting to ses what the result will be. §nsula
we wait until they toe can see the fimes,
shall merely have to eneounter them the nwefc
on_their gusrd.”

The last words were 8sld as he was burrying
up the stairs, and he sought the other leaders at

We must

Aﬂl had faith jo his judgmeat, and whea he
said the store was gone they accepted the fset
without discussion. £
What's to be done?"
must cut our way througdid™

* 1t's the one Y

" Get all rewdy.’”

Such was the drift of conversation, and the
last order was carried ont without delay.

In a very short time ail was ready for the erit-
ical move. Little was gaid about it, but these
who knew best were silent simply beonuse they
could say nothing that was hepeful.

To run the gamtlet there was a matter which
even the b of them did not covet. And
there wag no siga of the desired reinforeements.

hered at the rear of the store, a small
bm reso ute band, and in the midst of all Mallea
was placed. The prisoners they could do moth-
Ing witli, so they Were left to their own de-
vices.

“ Ready?" Jesse aaked.

* All ready!” was the general response.

CHAPTER XXII.
FIGHTING THEIR WAY.

“ THROW open the daar!™

Josse James gave the order, and the barrier
swung back.

Every man knew his duty theon.

Off at oue side they had beem able to distins
guish the horses left when they entered the mis:
named fort: To reach them; lo mount if they
could; to fight their way through the ebstacles
u;n; mlgm. ntervene—tlhia waa the erder of ¢hé

e dash was made:

Perhaps it was wholly unexpected; in any
case, some considerable gain was made before
the alarm was givea. en the besiegers did
see them, the storm broke forth.

A roar of many voices rose, and the enemy
started ap at all points where they chanced to be.

What a rare_chance they had to gobble thie
whole band! So they tironght.

West Chase and certain other men had been
selected to give special attention to Mullen, but
it fell to the James Boys themselves, with Jim
Cummins and the boldest spirits of the mumber,
to stem the tide of retreat until the mountimg
could be done.

It was a gigaatic task, bot they had no fear
to weaken their cour: When the foe came
rushing toward them they gave them shot sfter
shot, and the welcome was one too warm by far.

The advance Was, in a measare, checked, snd
it became more of a general fight than a rowt.
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Ioch by ineh the rear guard stubbormly retreat-
ed, uatil a backward look showes that the fore-
mest of the party bad gained the horses and
mounted. Then Jesse gave the word anew, and
all suddenly turned and flew towards the same
spot.

It was the labor of bui a moment for sueh
men to gain the saddie. It was done, and
then they were ready for the next move.

Acoording to directions, those who had
goue first were already hastening out of harm's
way. The James Bogs aud their nearest follow-
ers took tlie same path.

It was not to be an easy retreat.

Mounted foes were speeding after them, and a
valley of shot whistled along the fugitives’ way.

The voice of the delective was heard urging
his party on.

If the road was only clear!

That was the chief thought of the band.

With an opes course they had no fear but
their horses would take them oot of harm’s way,
but there were great problems yet to face. It
would be strange if nothing occurred ta prevent
tl etreat thus happily begun.
have half & mind to try them a fight as 1t
mattered Jesse.

You forget the old man we have to guard™

* True, true! Would we were alone, or that
the band was all together. Then we would show
them. I don’t believe it would take mach to put
thege fellows to flighur*

* Look!”

The exclamation came from Jim Cummins.

He pointed down the course they were to
take.

“ Jast what I feared!"

In the path of the fugitives other men had
suddemly appeared—a force large enough to
awuken every pessible alarm.

The retreat was el ofl unless they comld ride
through the ebstruction.

“@u!” cried Jesse James, ‘\We mast go
through at all bazards?

- QU

g

Each rider took up the cry, and as one man
they dashed forward to the help of West Chase
and his companions.

“On™ thundered Jesse. * Stop not! It's life
or death now. Ge through or die in the trying™

Mullen turned a pale face toward the speaker.
The sound of his voice suggested the one chance,
the ome hope left.

To the froni went the bandite with their horaes
at tall speed. No matter, then, what was in the
rear—it was to cut through or lose all.

Revolvera in band they swept to the charge,

Discordant yells arose from the rear to meet
the yells in front.

Truly, the prospect was dark,

The shock came. The bandits Husg them«
selves forward with the reckiess daring peculiar
to them, and the sound of weapons seemed only
an o iment to the asterner work which
was theirs. The two forces met with a shock,
and the band went through without trouble. Bui
the foe was still there, and the two halves were
ready to unite, while from the other party shouts
af eneeuragement were followed by their head-
leng rush te the seene.:

But now a new sound rises.

From beyond tbe fireing bandita come cheers
which have no origin from detective followers,
and the eyes of the Ingitives are turned to that
quarter. The sight they see electrifies them.

The missing members of the band are at
band.

The longed-for reinforcementd are at last in
sight.
** Hurraint™
¢ Hurranl™
Cheer answers cheer, and the command of
Jesse James floats out on the air:
+ Turn about! We are going to do our part of
the whipping now. Tarn about!”
Welcome order! And at ite sound the bandiis
do rein in their fast-going horses. On come the
rescue party, and all unite at just the right

poiat.
* Alll ehargel™
So commands Jesse #s be 6ees bid mes in
torm, aud the word Is but given whes it i§
ed. Down upon the detective’s foree fngh
the gallant riders, and the iong spectacie i@
presented of the rival forces meeting at full

pead,

All see what a shock it will be, and there is a
masifest wavering of the enemy. Now the ban-
dits are united and oa tbe offensive, it is reme
bered what their reputatiom Is for reckless
bravery aail hard fiiphing. The detective’s men
mast taste this quality ander ditlereut eircum-

stances, and omly the voice of the detective
keeps them ia line.

Heralded by builets the shoek ecomes.

The bandits are like a resistless wave, and
not one shrinks from the test of his courage.
He goes in to win or die, while the half-hearted
enemy has a very different feelimg.

Through the hostile ranks go the wild riders,
and the work Is done. It needs but that one col-
lision to tell the foe they have met their sope-
riors, and like cravens they turu aud fiee.

Al are in retreat.

All? No; for still at the front is ome
which wavers net, and with frantic veice be
tries to keep his mea steady. It is Anderson,
game to the last. Carl Greeme, superb as his
courage is, has seem the folly of fighting there
anu has gome with the rest, but the plotting
lawyer will not give way an inch.

Well does he know thatif he does not get Mul-
len now he will lose his case forever.

There are men there who have their grudge
to settle with the lawyer, and they seek his side
with no kind intention. But now another ffinwe
hurries to the spot—a figure clothed like a boy,
but one easily recogmizable as that of Myra Roas-

more.

She sees Anderson's peril and with the spirit
of an Amazon she seeka to protect the mam from
whom comes her daily wages in hard cash.

She raises a revolver and dires at Anderson's
foes. There ls a crack and a mam falls. One
of the bandits? No, for her aim has been wretch-
ed and It is Andlersos who receives the buliet.
He drops bis own revolver, reels and falls belp-
less.

He lies atill.

“ Dead!” mutters Jesse James.

It was true, Amdersom was hit in a vital part,
and it is dowbtfml if be ever realized that he was
bit at ali, 8o quickiy did the fatal shet do ita
work.

Myra stood like one dazed, and Jesse rude
hastily to her side.

Are you pleased with your deed?” he agked,
coldly.

She looked up, twt, eongrary to tbe bandit's
expectations, made no hostile movement. She
seemed to be dazed atill, and theie Was a wild
light in ber eyes which made Jesse soften a little.

“ Woman,” he added, * you bad better go
your way. We don’t want (o do you actual harm,
and thig' we shall do if you don’t leave us alone.
Here, Hobbe Kerry, escort her away, and let us
see no more af her.”

The bandit obeyed, and Myra did not rebel in
the least. She soom re her perve, and
realized that the place was not one of safety for
ber after killing Amdersom, and she made haste
to get away, and paused not until she reached
St. Louis.

Although Carl was driven back for the lime
the wild ridets had no desire to remain and let
him inaugurate a new campsign, and they pre-
pared to Aundersen’s body lay where it was
at last sight.  Some of the baud wished to look
up Miffin and have revenge om him, but Jesse
eared net for it,

Bldding tarewell to the men of the Bend whe
fought with them on the oecasion, the handits
took their departure, with West and Mullen still
with them, after making goed to the merchant
all he had lost by the fire.

As far a8 was knowi there Was RoW RO 0Re to
seek to prove Mullen of unsound mind, and West
decided to take bim to St. Louis and see the best
of legal helpers there. In pursuance of this plan
he aod the old gentieman separated from their
allies as soon as was prudent, and went oo
alone,

Now, that Anderson was dead, goed friends
were found for the rich man, and in two months
he waa hvmg at hig old home, with nobedy to
molest hi

The Jumm Boys and their party, being rid of
all encumbrances, now pursued their owa ¢course
alone. They made good time for awhile, but
were agreeably surprised in seeing nothing more
of Carl.

It was two days later when Jesse suddenly
hm.lmuﬂ a new idea.

** Frauk,” gaid he, ** our horses are about worn
out.

“ Yea

“ What are we to do?™

“ We might make an exchange, with or -mh-
out the knowledge of those with whom we swap.”

* I have another ploan.*

“ What?*

“ Sell our orses™

“ What then?*

* Go to a place of snfely on the cavs.”

“ Po you want to diie?"

“NNot. yet.” g

“ Then why risk our lives on a train?”

41 have been considering the line of rail we
would naturally use, the proimiility of meetimg
those who know us, and all such things, My
advice ia that we try it by raill”

* Wihy vet?” asked Jack Keene.

*1t has not been our way to risk It on trains
when we could keep to our horses,” persisted
Frank.

4 All the safer for us.”

** Wait until we are discovered and then see
what you will say.”

The discussion was fairly started, and it was
kept up until Frauk yielded to the wishes of the
majjority and the plan was deeided upon.
were ngaring a town, and they
side until Jegse could 2o forward and see what
their chances were. He eame baek amiling aud
confident,

“ Just time to get supper, sell our horses and
take the eight o’clock train,” he observed.

+ Wil the animals gell rewmdily?”

% Yes, for [ saw therc was a horse dealer there.
A couple of us can go to bim alone and seon
cloge out. Then we will go where are our fa-
vorite steeds are and start apew.”

“ 18 the traic an express?"

“ Yea."

“ Likely to be safe?’

» For us, yea™

“ Wil it be dangerous for amybody?™

It wii

“ Why?'

“ Beeause we are going to rob it.”

“ Jesse, do you mean it?”

1 certainly do.”

“ Wiill it repay us?*

*« learned that a banker was going to send &
large sum of momey by the train. But for that
I ahould not have dreamed of attacking it.”

u Jesse, you are a trump!™ eried Jaek Keene.
“ H we cam gack the train it will be a ft windiwp
for the campaign we have beew pa. Cafl has
made it a dash for life or death wnh s, 4D AGW
we want to be heard from 6tFseives.

Tiiere was a murmur of apnroval

*-Cole Younger, you aud Ed MeMillan may
take the job of selling the horses. The rest 6f
us will go to the hotel, and you may meet ué
there,” said Jesse.

The plan was adopted, and when the bandits
sat down to eat they had done all but &iaft 6n
their journey.

Wishing not to be too comspieudss at the dé-
pot, they kept back so as to have just tlm% l!G
get their tickets, They happened (o be n
the banker's office, nma they 8w 4 mm dﬂ\)’é
up there. Soom a man eame Aut;

* Laok!” directed Cole. ‘' He eatrien i box.”

* Yes, and it is full of mnm*a, auré.”

* That is the tweasurs.”

* Why not take it now?”

Jack Keene agked the question eagﬁﬂy, Bt

isse brought him out of his Fash f

“ You lorget that the horses m Bold; and
that we must now go on me Al FRYHOW,

M Bo I did. Wall, if we with the
treasure, by lhund!r' and ?ﬁmll 8 BuEs BA-
fore tbhe day dawps!

CHAPTER XXIII.
TROUBLE IN THE EXPRESE GAR.
THE man with the box entered ms ERITIEES
and was driven away toward 6paL:
Two men, citizens, paused 0D8AF LHe SHUTRVE
and themselves watehed.
Old Nettleton is sending off Nis gotd;" szid

Yes.”
Do yon suppn“ be enjeya it?
He seems &

*1H he dees, he must be thiek-skinned, fof he
must know he has the reputaliph ai ﬁsmﬂ ihé
richest and the menmt maﬂ iﬂ m

8yif

does
dice with the Evil Dna an nm Ilfé wm\ Ifls 6
a8 the wager.
‘ﬂl‘leeg passed oo, and the bandits walled 6 &6
Wiben th
R lh.e:xp&;;nmfwnm they saw e bex piaced
* If we were not late,” FeMmAFked Japk KKeens,
e AL Pt e Yo I BoU s sure o
Bmiling with snmrneum m aeeured Eheir
tickets and entered the Ema i
he car was pretty well fi w m e seamidy
to be farmers with their sm mt*m eﬂ

The menuing of this
on nvesleﬁ! Lliat ti]i ﬁﬂﬁi 5 EB Hié
gﬂ¥éfﬂﬂf

CONMBTEAL
State convention
?\mlﬁﬂl ﬂﬂg iﬁlsﬁ “downetst, a8d

one.

didates of their paﬂy fsf l: 5 o) iﬁ 8
ﬂlld the lower
Some were
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the reagon for tkis Was made knowa at the 8
time.

*Geaot uckeﬂ" declared one, “and sore to
gweep the
It mll be defu\od " declared another man.

“ 80 [mm"

* Then you're erazy.™

* Wait until election, an' gee, by Zoshi"
* Darn it, you are clean off your hase’
* Jones ought ter have beem meminated."
« Bah! be ain’t no use alongside Smith."
“ He's a popular mam.”

* Then why wa'n't he nominated?"

. Becanu Smith bought up his vetes.”
« What?’

« 1 say Smith bought you fellers up in conven-

tion.”
Am rer let a sore-head talk m me
Bought up? Sab,

* What!
like this? Wall, I reckon not.
wou're a liar, you be."

“ Me a liax?

* You be.”

" The man who saye 80 has got ter liek me oF

Amd with this the diseiple of Jones fell weu
the admirer of Smith With malice sforeldonght
and his lsts, and proeseded Lo see hew they
could settle one pl-ue of the nomination outeide
the comwention, and on tbe air rose diacerdant
yells and howls as the rival politicians clawed
like old women and struck like bogs in their zeal
to avenge their suppesed wrongs, but,

g
Fmd deal mussed and soiled in the
ﬂgm.%ut little damage was don

When they were out of brsm they ma@pee,
but each prompily ehatlenged the sther i

a regular duel when they reached heme, aad
everything in the way of challenge was aceepied
prompily. Enough blood was 8pilled in imagi-
pation to make the car into a lake.

Now, this was not 8o trivial ag it acemed.

« Thia takes attention away from ug, Jease,”
said Franz. "

*\Nathing comld be better,” agreed J
41 Ag long aa they squabble they will think anl{
of themselves, and a8 the train i8 rs!mw full
of them, we shall have juat the [reedem from
serutiny that we want.”

They did have, Men of the Bame p: J &z
bravely to the polls and ¥ote ag 999 99 ’!\GH
day, but this happens several 1€F Ro!
nations have been mldoh ‘:‘remg!' ﬁﬁgﬁ!ﬁi!@;
they de very sore at heart, and fu =

aiu..i".':" because each does not have bi§ [aver-
ite In memination.

The wrath of these old farmers Was now both
valuable to the bandits and highly amuging a8

The train rolled on With the gagriel e&gi wader
way, and the James Boys 8a ROLRIRG that Need

"““mmf? du o g5 or ihe irousers Tpsser”

aaked J;
irﬂBezaﬂdJﬂle! MS i !? Q e of E?E o 1;3
out 8 9|
got. wnier WY sH"ﬁle ¥ it g

v‘vﬂ m gom@l m
F{Hg# (‘I,Eﬁ }{NIL l'lll
m@gasw‘fslsp l 4 'e!&f ‘f mflmn,
m Hobby Wek 9 gFeui)

!IKW »

2 Raors L .o said -‘s%“s%.

‘Lug;k‘;gg gﬁym %‘é ot

0% BF

: }‘h&" L lgh%lﬁ g gsﬁhfésihcg to get
inip the o g4 o ﬁ‘ R Hierdsd
in It before gYIng & Sopera Alti"

* Of course there i8 & safe iR there”

«Could we make a vmgnge of memw e
deposit something With ihem and thud §H F
Ferhlpﬂ somebody hae tried the

i fnr?%??in o cem 1 LS.

u

@ on
on

“en 1 wil d
His plan was asc ehuns@@
ewsgion, and, a8 they passed

gy s%wrg‘.f

ville. Jesse rose and sob) m shs S§ 55 sr

BT o0 i n some gecti n; g‘J
n

Ch e and o ok s ze mﬁg

jo getting an answer 9 h S!éek

gor appeared uul ungmplﬁ

g it ki king e forgofen ‘;"g%'i-g ﬁl%g) o

the clothes of & arm@r. 8

m“%‘dy fhister, hev you any place Whar yeu
ol pit a satchel o' Mine OVEF RIGHE

* Why do yon want to get rid of it?

** Wal, thar is thingu in it I don't like ter trust
while I sleep, an’ [ thought mebbe you had a box
or guthin’ you could put it in.*

* We have a safe.”*

“ ]8 that one o' them iron things they keep in
banks?" asked the pretended farmer, very immo-
cently.

“ Yes," answered the messenger, smiling.

“ There ain't no danger o' geitin' it locked so
youl can’t open it yerseif, i8 thar?t

“ No," and the messenger was more amused
than ever.

* Then I'll bring it in an’ let ye lock it up.
You'll let me see the thing afore you turn the
key om it, won't ye¥

“ Yes, all right.
longings.”

Now, if the messenger had not been less smart
than he thougit hi he would not have let
the suppesed farmer inte the car. It was against
orders, but the messenger thought he and his
companion might have some amusememt with
the greenhorn and no harm come of it.

Jease went back, but soon returned with
Fraok by his gide.

« Mister, my brother says you may lese the
key to that tarcal iron thing,” he said, with a
show of mervousnesa.

“vi¥%e will show you to the comtrary! Come
In, and see about this key business,” aud again
the messenger had to laugh.

Jesse and Frank entered very promjptly, and
then stood nraund with wide open staring eyes.

* Gosh! you've got a nice pluce hyar, mi "
remarked Frank.

“Y¥as. Wheu we took this job,” explained
thia very witty messenger, * we told the Presi-
dent of the United Stated we would not touch
the job unless thinga were done just to please

We won't steal your be-

Do tel!” exclaimed Jesse.
** Yes, we did that.”

° I wouldn’t hev dared ter eny that to him,
but I suppese public men like you an’ the pres-
ident is more free with each other.”

* That isjust it

‘The facetions messenger was well aware that
it was against his orders to open the safe for the
inspection of the farmer, or any other stranger,
but he now thought it safe. He did open it,
and the James Boya easily distinguished the
p'l“cklg! which had been put in from the banker's
o

That's a great place,” observed Jesse.
»

“ What ye got in there?*

* Oh! treasures like yoar Bripracol”

« Let tne 1ooKk at Uram™

“+Haodly, my friend; that s out of your
province. Look, but touch nnt handle met.”

" Mlutsr, can | ask a favor ¢’ you?*

* Yet

¢ Give me all that is in that safe’™

Meek and modest was the manaer of the ban-
dit, If not his request, and the messenger still
saw nothing but a joke.

“ Hal hal You are a witty fellow. Weil, call
around some other time and I may pessibly do

"

* 1 want the things sow.”
*Ah! Perhaps yon would also like the moon
and the eam?*

~ No,"” replied the bandit, with a change of
voice, * but I want the comtents of that safe, and
I am going to have it. Hamis up?

Suddeniy he presented a revoiver to the head
of the messenger, while Frank did the same thing
lo the second jiam of the car. A more as-
tonished couple it would have been hard to fimd,
Their amiles died away, and they looked supreme-
1y demoralized,

* Don’t try to draw your own gun!" cautioned
Jesae, * for if you do I will blow your head ofit*
= What do you mean?" gasped the messenger.
* Juat what I aay.

* This will anl ynn into tnoubls™
* That }s my busimess,™

* It ia mots™

“ Then you are liable m be arreated for threat:
ening robbery of the ear.

“ Not arrested, for I shall not be cavgit, but,
since your witda move 80 slowily, I will inform you
that we are here for just that purpose. We are
not the farmers we have assumed to be, but the
robhers we now claim to Handa wp!”

The hands were up aiready, but Jesse meant
to Keep them thare A cold sweat broke out ou
the messenger’s

« Leave thia cnr." he said, feebly, “or I will
call for help.”

* You will not calil.”

I shall.”

* Then you diet*

* You dare not-——

* Let us drop child's play. Wae are bere to rod
that safe and we are no novices at the work. We
anail do what we undertake aud you cam't pre:
vent us. If you resiat, or if you call for help I
will shoot you in your trachsl”

Vast had beem the change in the speaker's
manmer, and as the messenger realized that he
bad to deal with no farmer, he huskily askedi:

* Who are you?"

v My name," waa the deliberate reply,
Jease James.”

“ Thunder™

* This i8 my brother Frank, and in the other
cars we have forty more men. You will see it
would be madness to resist us. Yes, and it
would be death to yow.”

Jesse had more than doubled the number of
men they actually had, but this mattered Jittle
10 the messenger. He knew he had to deal with
the James Boys and their gang, and the knowl«
edge was simply overpowering.

“NNow," proceeded Jesse, after a slight pause,

“1l want your weapons. Where is your re-
volver?”

One of the i Bhands strayed toward
his pocket.

et.

* 8top!" cried the bandit king, * handa np!™

With & groam the messenger oheyed. Jesse
had the clew, and he soom produced the weapon
and all the arma his victim he sec-
ond man was used iu the same way, and then
the bandita seemed to have a clear Held.

The guardians of the car could Dot fight or go
for help.

Jesse grew jubilant.

“We are much obliged to yeu for opening the
safe 80 kindly,” he declared, “aand we will try
to show how much we appreciate it. When we
have got to a place of safety we will not [ail to
drink your health many times. Now, Frank, do
you go through the safe while I keep an eye on
these men.”

Frank advanced to the repository and stooped
to take out the valuables with pleasure express~
ed in hig face,

“Stopt

It wasa voice behind di
and as they knew the speaker must be some m-
truder they turned qulukly Behind them were
two men, , 80d
the weapons were tnrngu on the robbera.

A startling sight it was, but it was rendered
all the more 8o by the fact that one of the new-
comers was 0o stranger.

“dCorl Greenel® gasped Jesse.

* Yes,"” cried the detective, “yonr eyes do pot
decelve you. Carl Greene it is. Hands op!”

It was his turn to say it, then, but would he
be able to carry out the position he had taken?

The bandits were dazed as they seldom were.
The habit of this mam of always popping up when
be waa not wanted was S0 near to the realms of
the supernatural that they were unnerved mo-
mentarily, and they coald only stare tiamkly,

The detective grew more contident and advame-
ed upon the James Boys.

*1 have you in my power,” he asserted, * and
it will be madness to resist. Throw dowm your
weapops!”

CHAPTER XXIV.
WILD SCENES ON THE TRAIN.

THE forward movement of the detective aroused
the James Boys from their stupor, and they
would have felt like laughing at tbe foree op-
posed to them, but that it was not all that they
bad to deal with waa soom proven.

Into the car came a dozem other men, and the
way in which they ranged themselves behind
Carl Greene was proof that they were of his
forece. Carl, himself, looked very confident.

v This was a bold undertaking of yours,
Jesse James,” he added, * but you forgot that I
mlgzM be with you. Throw dowm your weap-
oung!™

Jesse flashed a glance at Frank James. It was
to see if the second bandit was ready, and the
mute telegraphy of glances told enough. In-
atead of obeying the order the bandit king sud-
denly flung up his hands with a revelver in
eaeh,

Crack!

Crackt

There were tWo reperis almost as one, and the
double lamps at the roof of the car went out
with a great rattling of glass.

The place became totally aark.

o Nowt*

Sharpiy the word passed Jesse's Hips and Frank
knew what it meant. Almosat ip the same

breath other shots Ssunded, and the car became
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a place of wild tumait. Bo!.h bandits were bound
to clear their way and get to where Lhw eould
have the aid of thelr comrades—a viially heoes-
sary thing, for if they did nol. IL was pl un lhn
Cari had them in bis grasp full;

One of the bullets struck Garl in the neck and
stnng him to fary.

* Firel" he yallsd “ Will you be B

be a success at it. Now, I am going to turn
the tables on you, Carl. You have long hunted
us, and oar turn now. We are going to give
you & lesson. Throw downm your anme.”

Throw them down!"

8o I saiid”

Your audacity ia unbounded!" critd the

Retaca the work in the same sort, Fire!”
The bandite droj [
Crackt
Crackl

rack!

Lead flew through the air and aleud veice
shonted:

* L am hitt™

It was one of the ear gnardians Who apeke,
and Jesse and Frank laughed lightly.

* Pry again, Carll” eried Frank.

* Riddle them if need bel"” thundered the de-
uctive, maddened by the harm dome bis ewn

Apin the volley, agaim the bail of bullets.

*1f they want fight give it to them!" added
Cari, stubbornly.

It was an order which pleased his follcwers,
for they had rather shoot than be shet, and khey
blazed away until the revolvers Were empty.

* Stop, now,"” directed the detective, * We
mast have cleaned them out.”

He listened. There were greans in the eaf,
bat he couid not say that any were frem hig
bated foes.

» Jesse James, do you live?' he asked.

There was no anawer.

- Spe-k. unless you want more liring your
way.

S{.lll he wos not accommadated With & reply.

*Cun we have wiped them oot?" he wendered.

“ 1 hear nothing near where they were," said
one of hls hllnwem

* Nor

[0 reckon they are dowm.”

“ Advance that way and gee.’

« Perhaps some one else had betien:"

*@o, Allen," added Carl, t0 another %Wmev-

“ Tl be hanged of 1 want the job,”
frank answer. *‘My hide wemld not ssll W@ll in
market with a hole throi

“iphre you all cowards?” cried the detective,

angrily.
- Go oureelf,” suggesied Alle
“ Cnrly \here iu uslwm on she pla " re
minded another
* Why did we nol Whink of it befave! Go md
I

The order wag obeyed.

“ Nolr be ready to 8heot if they are alive” o=
dered

s-ek -mh the light e-me the assistant, and
the beams thereof made al pur of the ear dis:
tinctly visible. The detective force looked
eagerly to salve the question, were the bandits
dead or alive? They looked, but—the peint wae
not settled.

Jesse and Frank were Aot Lo be seen.

They were nsi. in the eaf.

*Tonnter” eried Carl, “tthey have eacaped

o "‘ Sneaked out on the sly!” added a disgusied
follower,
*Cauniag fieads!” almost groaaed Carl.
, We have them op the FUR. 1) bet
they were the most Irightened mes in MisgouFi.
Ha—hat”
* Ha, ball"
The mgm wae echoed behind the copfident
apeaker, and the party turned to see Who Was
doing this. When they looked they knew all
about it. By the door stood the James Bew and
uuenl of their mem, and every detective warrior
was with a revelver.
" Ha ha!” added Jesse, mekmgly
Blankiy the diemayed office
* No donbt we are ﬂmw as m s §G 23
yon suggest,” pursaed the bandit :‘ug grlmly
butt yow willl see we:aneatilll i the
and there was a suddem great ehange in Jmse‘
voieo, ** you are our prisoners! If yon resist you
are dead men!
He had no answer.
©1 demand the sorrends of il hese. "
v Jesse James,” spoke Garl, huyknly, cdo you
know what yon :ro trying o
* 1 think I .
* Are you 80 mw a8 to think you ean rup this
traint”
* Just 88 mad a8 that”
“ We can summeon all lbo paseenger? e euf

* What thent™
* Why, we
“ Better le

sweep yon out of the world:”
e all eweeping te the 9id women

of the land, for I assure yon that you wouid net ¥

ing with W
you how we obey outlaws. Meu, hlsze nwny and
fightt it out right lhers.”
The detective threw up his revoiver with the
intention of making a quick shot, bat some one
was quicker. Cole Younger had been on
the alert, and a moment soomer than the detect-
ive he pressed the trigger of ids own weapon.
Straight at the heart of Carl Greene he had
aimed, and at a distance where he could not
Carl reeled back into the arms of one of
bis men.
He is down!” ysllaﬂ Jack Keene.
for the rest of tiwem!™
Each man of the rival parties appeared to re-
gord the shot as the signal for a general oul-
break, and the ald diversion of mutual fizing be-
. Deadly that firing would have been had
not the man who held the lantern been the first
t hit. He fell, erashing the lantern wwdei
bim, illl‘dl there was onee more darkness.
Fael

Oraek!

Craek!

It was a fierce fusillade In the deepest gloom,
and everybody was working by chance, but the
bamhu liad more of a definite object than their

“ Now

'l'hey bad come there with this order from

isse.

« 1f the @afe ig still open, light your way o
that peint at all hazards, and then Buand by it.”

Thus directed, the trained fighters werked
with system, and steadily they forced their way
forward. They reached the safe, and Jesse made
baste to see if it waa open. It was, but he found

man fumbling at it, and readily saw that it
must be the messenger.

He flung the man aside, and, with the help of
Fraok, secared a part of the contents, incloding
the banker’s box.

The fring was atill going on, and the bandit
klng determined to stop it.
" he shouted, * sweep the car!”

They knew what that meant, and o wild eheer

rose.

Hurrah for the James Boya!*

“Down with Cari Greeas!

A headiong rush followed.

There was a fiexce stroggle, and then the de-
tective’s men were driven out of the ear whelly.
They took i that next n hand, and they were
allewed to go foF the vim

*1 wish we had a lbghs now," said Jesse.
¢ B@rhnpe EWM'“YW telt of the lamps shove
7sauggested € gor, “olack Keene,
give me a hagk While I see.

Jazk bent hie back, and Gslo e0eR found that
&lw priRcipM psn of one of the lamps Was &l
) ;ig'd Il- 24 lighted anew, and the bandilg
o

*‘ ka |§ Garl Greenet

All had seen the detective stagger, but though
several of tlie foe were yet there, Loo badly hurt
to retreat, Carl was not of the number. He had
escaped a death-wound after all,

Never mind,” said Jesse; * let us get what
the safe wiil yield us, and Lhen we will take pos-
session of the whole train, Carl will spread the
alarm, everybody will know we are here, and
the conductor will pull up at some station be-
fore the scheduled one. Go for the plunder!”

It waa daly hauled out and divided amoag the
bandits a0 they cowid carry 1t easily, and then
they were ready for further labor.

“ Invade the traim* ordered Jesse mext.
“ Pass into every car and compel the -

to shell out. We may as well make a sure
thing of it and a complete uis

This pleased the bandits, who usually mameg-
ed to have cousiderable sport with passengers
under such circumstances, and they started.

It was not fyrgotten that Carl Greene's men
would have to b= enc , but when the pil-
grimage was begun it was ronnd that they were
for the time humbled and quieted.

Carl's life had been Eaved by a book he ehamc~
ed to have in his pocket, but he bad a wound
serions enough to demand attentior, and this it
was receiving when the bandita’ round was made.

Entirely through the train the band passed,
and withont any serious trouble from any one.
Wo shall uot get back 8o safely,” remarked

c..

e W
“ Do yel xhlnk all these people are cowed?

“lt does not seem likaln™
* Then we may expect a el
" Vllmt are we to do?*

“ Nothlng will suit ns better!" declared Jack
Keene, and the others echoed the assertion,

* We do not want unnecessary trouble,” Jesse
replied, “tbut of course we must keep our grip
oun the train. We have cut the bell-cord, and the
-ngmnr cannot be pigmaled to, and our precau-
tious in setting a gmm will preveat any one
from going forward to See the engineer in pcr—
808, Tm ought to make sure the provability of
geing ahead UAtil we Feaeh the Fegular stop, but
Wwe st RDFB Blﬂ' eyes open and see {hat e trick
I8 piiyed 6y

It us 5&!, to the front of the train,” sug-
gested Frank.

They started. For a time there was no oppo-
sition to their progress, but though the detective
and his followers managed to keep out of sight
for awhite, they were not lleeplng. and a rash
menm! of that command finally stailed
trouble,

Just as Jesse reached the front door of oue of
the cars midway in tlie train, there was the re-
port of a revolver, auc a bullet passed close o
his head.

Frank James wheeled quickly.

It took him but a moment o jocate the marks-
man, and he tived promptly.

The would-be slayer lell, and then from various
points up started others, who, evidently, had a
desire to figure in the strife,

There was o general drawing of ng
among the valiant, while all others took to the

cover Beata.

Bang!

Bang!

Bang!

The ﬂghc waa on and the rival parties did their
best to make it fatal. Shot followed shot, snd
amid the reports the eraeking of glass and a con-
fused mingling of yells ot detianee and rage snd
the shrieks of women the thing went 6.

Undaly precipitated though it was it was
made the opening for a stubborn stand by Carl
Greene and his men. Carl came to the front and

did bis part, and though several shots were fired
directly at him he seemed to be gifted with a
charmed life.

Contident and Jubilant were the bandits.

 Hurrah for the James Boys!"

* Down with Garl Gréede

" glear sut m 6 A

“ Death
y mfﬁ“ﬂﬁﬂﬁ Hg%ﬁ 3 m%‘i}vﬂl‘ﬁ?‘
s ﬂﬁﬁét{%? BH:E Egﬁia iHs &H i% Wl des
asLets b

Despite the Ioud shouts of their leader Carl's
men broke and fled to the rear car. Jesse
laughed Yghily,

“Let them bave Pposaession there,” he said,
quietly.

80 the rear car was given up to the forees of
law, while the bandits ruled elsewhere. Pres-
enuy Jim Comumine came to Jesse.

is wreng,” he

" Whet?"

“ Looking back 1 saw Carl throw sometiiiig
out of the car ag we passed the last stailen, and
the telegraph agent picked it wyp.”

* Thunder! 'Has be made nrungomama for
8 telegram to be sent

CHAPTER XXV.
WHERE QUICK WIT IS NEEDED,
JESSE JAMES spoke in a startled voice, and Jim
Cumimniss nodded emphatically,
* Just the question in my mind,” he replied.
“ What dld this thing that Carl Greene Ufirew
oat 100k like?” added the bandil king,
“ There was some heavy object—pusuibly used
as a mere Weight to send the object (rue—but 1
the color of g white, Jike

a paper.”

“ Then your suspicion waa cormect.’”

“ And Carl has determined to have a message
sent abead?*

“Nies,”

“ By doing this he can have us side-tracked
before we get to the next suop.”

“ Just aa.”

“ What are we to dig¥" B

Jease mused awhile before answering thig
question. They Were approaching a regien
where they coald count on many sympathizerg
among the people, but it was Dot posmbie 13
cali on them off-hand for help. There was sull
need of lightiimg Carl with his owa weapons.

The bandit chief looked to hia watch, The

ghort summer night was drawing to a close, and
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a few hours would see daylight again with them.
» First of all, we must part company from
Cnrl," ﬁnally replied Jesse.

“ By nnmnpli
“You wnnld dmp the rear of the train?*
en.™

“It onghz o be dope.”

“Iit shalll”

‘The wisdom of the step was very apparent to
all, and arrangements were duly made. They
were not sure of the way now, but they wished
to leave their foea in the most desolate place
possible, and they kept watch for that place.

With men ready to uncouple they watched
gharply.

* There's a Wood ahead, Jesge," said Jim.

4 It seems large, too.”

“So it does."

« Tell the boys to be prepared.”

The wood was entered. Tadl trees grew on each
Eide, and it bad just the appearance to soit iliem.
The couplings grew slack under the pressure of
the train and the time had come. Jesse gave the
word and the disconnection was made.

The train parted, and, while the bandits had
the locomatave, tender and one car, the rest of
the train would be left behind as soom as the
grade allowed its impetas to die out.

Soon came a slight up-grade and there Was an
open space about equal to the length of a car
between the two sections.

Immediately men appeared oo the ether plat:
form, and it was clear that the foe was still Wide
awake. Amgry cries were sent after the robbers,

“ Ha, ha!” laughed Jesse. * They dow't like
that. No doubt they were hatchmg gome seheme
and thia knocks them out.” N

“ They will soom be out of it Wholly," added
dim.

Crackl
There was a rifle Ehet from th 5@@3& th
bullet went Wild: Derieive yelis

from the bandits. m

“ We will 8ee you seme other yearl” thouted
Jack Keeve, "

“ Give your engine more steam!" advited Jim,
sarcasticallly.

Crack!

Crack!

Other shots came, and it %a8 plain that M-
chief was Intended. The detective hal a\assd
all the men who could work L s advantage at the
windows, and they begau a hot tire. )

“Give them their oXu mseaeune“ ordered
Jease, and he was quickiy obe:

Awmin it was down ad@ and the severed
partaf the train was holﬂmz us OWA if the Face.
On tushed the two halves, while the H#ing was
kept up with vim.

 Jesse,” said Frank, * this mls practice Wil
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“ That Is
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PR mu hawe you yet, Jesse Japent:

Carl Greene would never give up while life re-
mained.

On—an! and still the gain.

* We are in for it," decided Cole Youmger,

“ Ha! do you see?

“ What?

“ We bave struck an up-grade!

“So we have, and I can see quite a rise
ahead of us. This settles Carl Greene, and wa
need worry no more about hiim.”

The main statement was correct, and, while
the front part of the train went climbing gal-
lantly up the ascent, the rear gradually falterad
and loat speed until it was plain they must soon
slop sltogether.

Thia falling off was hailed with joy by the
bandits, who cheered again and again, but when
it was evident that all was over, ami the dis-
tance increased more fully, Carl Greene came
out on the rear platform of the foremest of the
detaehed cars and shook his clinched fiet at the
vietors in the chase—a demonstration of jmpa-
tent fury whieh made the fugitives laugh leudly.

“ Their haif is halting wholly!” cried Cole
Younger.

“ Yes, they are done.”

“1Tt's the last we shall see of Carll™

" We leave him just where I could most wish
it," added Jesse, ¢ it appears to be a wide for-
ul here, and it will take them some time to get

to Carll”

0ver the hill went the locometive and ita now
slender train, and the increase of speed told of
the influence of Frank James and his compan-
ione on the engineer.

« Safely out,” said Cole.

“ What is beyond?” alkad Jesae, seriously.

“ We shall soon see.”

“ Suppose some telegram has been sent, in
spite of wbat we have done to prevent it?"

“ Then weare liable to get side-tracked some-
where oo the way."

r wrecked.”

“ We have not the slightest notion of what we
may enceunter, but we can de no more than ride
on and trust to Juck—ride until day, when we
must desert the car and trust to other meana.
Then, somehow, we must get horses.”

“ I reckon we can do it

«“ Qur first step must be 1o cut the wires, and
I'lt go forward to the locomotive and see what
the chances are there.”

Hs went, found the engineer and fireman thor-
oughly under control of Frank, Dick and Bob,
aud ready to obey all orders. The fiwst order
from Jesse wag to pull up and allow of cutting
the wires—which was done—and then to hasten
the train.

They went on at full speed.

Time passed, and, as the gray dawn began to
make itself visible, the fact also dawned upon the
fugitives that they were nearing a crisis.

“ And,"” said Jesse to Erank, ¥ [ camnot get
rid of the idea that we are to have trouble from
some source. How do we know that the paper
which waa thrown to the platform by Carl Greene
was not an order to the operator to telegraph
ahead? I think we have ground far fear, and that,
16@, of the most emphatic kindl"”

“ What can we do™"

“ We ougit to have more of an outlook than
can be kept from the cab, and I am going to the

vance, where the track is anywhere
straight.”
1A good plam.”
“ Manage mmerl here, Erank, and have \he
h\m prepared to leave at a moment’s warning.”
“ It shall be done.”

near

Acoompnied by Cole Younger, Jesse climbed
to the top of the car. The sun was not yet up,
but day had fully dawned, and the view was all
they could wish for. At times they could see far
in advatice,

«“ Here 1a a small station,"” said Cole, presently.

“Yea™

They went by at full speed.

“ Those old farmers stare ag if We Were some
new species of animal.™

“ It s the cut-off train that calle their atvten-
tion,” replied Jesse, * It suggests a new d
ger, too. not our appearance cause some
of these wayside operators to send a message

ahead?”

“ Thunder! T'm afraid so."

“ We can't stop to eut the wires between all
such stations.”

“ That is trus”

« Cole, we are risking too moeh, and at the
first good chance we will desert the train and
take to our heels.”

‘nl reckom it will be best &

ey dashed up @ uhgm hlll and then aped
.mnnd a curve with Weods on ene side.

=t bgpodfthieconr. Frosm thieeeell coan seee well | jinadd-

1 think there is a town just beyond.”

Jesse rose to his feet and Cole followed his
example. They atood together on the top ef the
car a8 it rounded the curve fully. Them the
bandit king suddenly grasped his follower's aFm.

“ Look!" he cried.

“ Jupiter! we are in for jt.”

“ An obatruction oun the freck!™

“ Yes ™

‘41t will be death to ua if we strike ft.”

“1t will, surely.

«Tell Frank to pull the bell for the engine t6
be reversed.”

Cole dropped on his knees and shouted the
command, and then he and Jesse fiastensd
down. The whistle of the engine fold that the
order was heard, and then the bandits hustied e
be ready for ihe orash. By that time the 6b:
struction must have been visible frefm the eab if
thoze there were using lhEIf eyes, apd fhe
would know the vital need of obedienee, Yes,
and the erder was abeyed: i esets ot
the earrying aut af the dweetion.

* Shall we pull up in time?"

“We are on dowu grade, and no qulek step
can be made.”

“ By my life! we are going to crash into it!”

The bandits Tm at the pile of rocks and
logs on the track, and it became sure that they
would hit it at comsiderable speed. Juat heysnd
it, too, they could see men armed with rifles and
clubs waiting for the eollizon and the
chance to fall upon the bandits,

“ Boys!" shouted Jesee, * we wmust jwenp for
it. By doing that we shall escape the erash,
and be on thig ||de of the men, too. Together,
now! All

To the side ol the car crowded the bandits, It
would not do to besitate, and tliough the engina
was still unJer great npud they made tlie
Others followed as fast aa {he steps were elearﬂd
and the whole lot went relling down the buik.

Then came a terrific crash, and the ¢rain
plunged into the obstruction and fell ewer a
wreck.

Amd they who had jumped?

Jesse was jarred and bruised, but he streggied
to his feet. His heart leaped with joy when he
saw all othera rise, even to the trainmen. Lamed
and hurt they were, but not seriously.

“ Seel” cried Frank, * those fellows come
rushing this way.”

He spoke of the men by the barricade, and
the peril of the bandits seemed of the direst kind.
What could m;l’ do? Thai was the thaught of
all, and it was clear they must do something At

nee.

“ Look!" suddenly called out Jesse. * Thera
are horsea there. This new foe is made up of
farmers who have gathered with their stesds.
Let us Peize the horses and e

The animals mentioned were but a few rods
away, and nearer to them tham lo the enemy,
and they ran toward them at full speed. There
were enough for all, and all were ready to go.
The bandita leaped to their backs and were off
in the same moment.

Loud and angry yells caine from the farmers.

“ Shoot them1" waa the shout from ove.

Crack!

Crack!

Bullets went on the way, but with such
wretched aim that not a bandit was hit. That
escape gave them courage, and they turned snd
sent back their defiance in elear and thrilling
tones.

“ Ride - hard, boys, and we are all right™
exclaimed Jesse. * I see nothing tbay cam pur:
sue with.”

There was nothing, or nothing that could be
brought into use at once, and though a few more
vain ghots were lired, none hit the mark. The
yells of the farmera were 8o angry as to suggest
the danger of apoplexy.

b under
them, and their hopes rose high.

" Those fellows will never catch us,” asserted
Frank,

“ We have left both them and Carl Greene.”

“~¥eg, and We are nuw in a part of the coun-
try where we cam defy all efforts to capture we.”

“Boys,"” added Jesse Jnmn, ¥ aound three
cheers for our

“Hurrah! Hucrah! Hurrah

It was the of triumph—the happy ex-
ultation at having eseaped the barricade-udild:
ers and Carl Gnene and jt waa not eut of
place. They did some rapid fiding, but it was
done in safety. They were Aot overtakes, an
in due {ime they were in a FeaeFt of tHelrs ahl
dene with the lang. hard Might fFOM puFsters:

[rAz 2Nm)
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CHAPTER I.
RIDE POR LIRE:D

A DOIEN men were enumwd in a grove war
one of Missour!'s rivers.
fellowa they were, wih the bmnz@d faces whlch
much of lltyo fo the open alr will give, the confi-
dent manuer of those who feel able to take care
of themselves in any emergency.

One of the party approached anether whe was
standing by a tree, looking theughtfully eat
across the visible country.

" Any Dews, Jesge!” he asl

" Nnthlnz, thus fan.”

¢ I, too, have used my eyes o the ntmest, and
fall to see any sign that the people snspest that
the James Boys and their band are riding wma
the lemdi”

*Onr extreme caution deseryes some reward
and I think we have it. Why, whea I last step-
ped in a store to make purchases some of 4
persons present discussed Jesse James and hie
misdeeds a8 coolly as you please, and then ene
of the strangers sought to give me, thinking me
4 total stranger to Illlouri, points in regard to
the man they mentiowed!™

“ Ha—hal Fli wager gammlag you | elé net
ull them you were Jeaue James himuelfs’’

* Hardigi!*

2
&

‘ulesse, you have not a8 yel told ne Jour ob:
Ject in taking us on this ridm*

* Are you impatient to knom?’"

* The boys feel tbey eusht to knew, and |
think they are right. As long a8 Qhei 8hare 6UF
danger, and are so falthfol to ue, they qheuld
not be kept in any doubt as to our inteniinns

* I have not intentionally made & myster; al
the matter, but the notlon struck me to see koW
they would follow on a blind hunt. [ don’t eare
bo¥ soon they kmow.

*Then perhaps yon don't object to telllng mel”

* Not In the least. We are to make prey of
rallroad inieneate;”

** Wreck a tmainil’

o No?

“\Whhat thend™

* Rob a paymaster's car. We do thie at Wind-
more. The payments there are to be wnusnally
heavy this time. Besldes the regnlar amounts,
there ig to be a big crowd of track-layers to pay
off, and some other extras, which bring the sum
total which the paymaster will carrv up to a

round saw.”

*+ g this your only objecid™

< Ian’t it emonghd”

*“1 think yon are keeping something back,
”

eage.

* Nongensal

“2Al right; I bave ne wish to pry into yoar
secrets. 1 suppose I shall know in due time.
Cole Younger advances in some haste. What's
the matter with him?’

©One of the party who had been outside the
camp and jest returned, hurried to lie side of
1ho previous speakers.

“ 8ay, mischief iz afoot!” he cried.

* What is wrong™”

¢t We ore being spotted by some force of mem.”

Jeue James started.
ere are theg?”

'AAII aronnd us They have sarrounded the
camp, and we are literally hemmod "

* We have seen

“I has been secretly done, no doubt,” an-
swered Cole Younger, ** by They are
all around us, and it i. uh to 8ay they know
the James Boys and their band are in this
grove.”

“ Yon astonish me. Show me these felloms:"

“Not uniess yon want to upset all. They
think nobedy knews of their proximity, and
while they think that they will not he dangerous
uotil night fally fails™

How did you get on to this?'

“eBy chance; I saw two of them as I was re-
torning to the camp, and, when their manner
had given away the fact that they were doing
the epy act on ns, I reconnoitered a bit. The re-
ault was that I learned there were such foes on
each and all sides of ve.”

*Is it Timberiake or Carl Greene?’ demanded
Frank James, instinctively thinking of the two
men who had made 20 mach trouble for them
durmg their own career a8 bandits.

“ Poseibly

* As branded outlnws we are likely to have all
of Missouri aftBr us,” remarked Cole Younger,
with a Self:8atistled smile.

* Depend npon it, 'tis Carl Greene or Timber-
lake,” persisted Frank.

* Probably you are right."”

* Well, what is to be done?”

* There la only one thing to be done,” replied
Jegse. ‘W are never In the habit of sitting
still to let the foe #eize upoa us, and this will
prove no excaption to the rnl Later on, we
will make & dash to get @

* They doabtiess think us aemed dowa for the
night, and we might be able to depart secretly,
anon

“ And perbaps meet their own attack before
we conld get away. No, we will walt but a lissle
while after darik”™

¢ It will be a very dark biighu.”

** We are going to have ere shower,” ob-
served Jesse, looklng at the sky.

*1it does seem

‘Olola, did you decldo which wan the better
way for ns to break

Other members of the band now mnrﬂsﬂ &nd
all who were with the Jamea Boys 6f thi6 pre reseit
ride were thus gathered. Besides Jam n‘tﬁd
Frank James the party was eam
Bob, Jim anil John Y mﬁw E F
Keene, Dick ume. ne illan, ﬁlll [ eawif
Clell Miller, Wood HoBBS ' Kerry,
andl Oll Sheppard.

‘This was the formidable gang whieh had made
thelr name famous wnder %ﬁe %Eiﬂﬂfﬁhl of the
James Boys, and one whieh had IsFded It wéll
over Missourl.

The men were told of the danger whieh now
menaced them, but they ware se sdFe that Ao at-
tack would be made before a Iater hewF that the g
did not waste much Slmﬂam wa[ehlﬂ szees i I

a general way. Whe |"€
BBiEF F WBH 4

;'n-m é:lzy‘gm ";‘ kﬂgw aﬂa %
ave ey did 16t ears.
Tass and happys E?Hﬁi 8VeF, BHCF?WEE Eﬁ@-
eause that wah their

No one failed to see the dange

t was a danger, too, whieh wﬁi all the mere

slrlklng because [ts mﬁgmwds Wwas 6t kpowa.

Who led the environing forest

What was their member?

Al this was onknown, and the wla ﬂdsfé
kept their places with the eoseis| ui ﬁt at
any moment & foe mngmi nﬂ uggm ‘é‘?ﬁt

-oumd be fm:‘ strong m | EH {

own downta Eaﬂailﬂ 1 the 868

they played eal f31 teld_algklss, %.1
with all "the ear B85ke5 8 aHch ul at-

As night geitled down thie black ¢louda grew
blacker and thicker, and It was plaid {06F6 Wad
to be a severe outhurat 6f £ slements.:

Jesse did not lose mueh tifie afiaF it was dark
enough to hide their mé\*biﬂiﬂﬁ from poasible
watchers. He ecalled to Et tﬂslf
horses and prepare fof 4 Eiﬁh fo II 6 iﬂg 16y,
anil they responded prompily;

‘The horses were soon grebﬂr@ﬂi and the ridera
swung themselves inte the saddle. At the 6dg6
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of the grove they sat—a grim and ominous coi- | with detectives. Aud now these animals were | the comtact, but he was accustomed to obedis
lection of dead-gbots. doing their duty well. ence. One brief, inute remonstrance, and khe

They did not expect to go through without
trouble, but they knew their own capabilities at
such a time.

* Ready?’ asked Jesse.

* All vendy. ™

Have your revolvers dramm”™
bave.

£
* Remember we are to cut through at all haz-
ards.”

* Ay—ayt*

“ur course is au near north as we can go for
atime. If we hold in that direction long emough
the river will be iu the way, aud it 18 not easy to
ford in all places; but I trust we shall have mo
great trouble in shaking off the foe ere we get
that far. That's what we waat to do, for 'we
should surely have trouble if driven to the
Fiver.”

Again Jesse looked toward the frowning eky
with some mpprebension.

A little line of lightning flaghed along the
black border.

“@uoe more—ready!” he commanded.

A murmar of aesent.

raGoM

From the cover of the grove broke the baud.
It would have suited them to go with a wild yell
of derision, but their orders were strict.

The start was made with a dash, but in utier
silence.

Down the bill they sped, and several rods were
made before there was any sign of trouble, Then
there was a souod of voices.

* We are seen?" exclaimed Frank James.

* Halim—boalln™
The hail rose in a loud, clear tons, but Re one
reptied to it. Ali around them there Was a &tir,
however, which told how fully the foe was be«
coming aroused.

4o,

3 al !

There was uot a word from the bandita.

 Halt, or we finel* o

It was a plain weraing, bot the Wild riders
did not give the leust outward sn.gn that they
heard the call. Straight onward they rode, and
the hill top was fast being left behirnd, They
were not to go so cheaply, however.

Crack!

Crack!

Crack?

Here and there finshed a rifle, and the reperts
sounded with whip-like venom, It Was & matter
intended to carry death in its train, but aceurate
shooting il such darkness was not easy.

Close flew the builets, but none of the band

“ On, boyi "

Low and cheerful was the command from Jesse
James, but it had hardly been given Wheu there
was more shooting. How the buliets lask! The
alr seemed to be full of them, and they euny &
8ong of death, which did not, however, cennect
thus far, )

Down the skope went the bandits, and, &'»&ugh
the fiving was kept np while there Was any hepe,
It soon became ciear that they had broken
through the surrounding lines, .

The opposing foree had resied secure in thelr
position, believing theif presence ted,
until it was too late to de dumage. But the
struggle was not over, They got 19 their own
horses much quicker than was te be expecied,
and then they came rushing aleng in pursait.

For the ume being the James Boye had 8 clear
tielil before them, .

They conid not make me’;pm\ th%y could on
a hard rond, bat it Was safe and egre Liding,
and they improved it to the uimost. A8 g ¢aRi-
pact whole they sped forward, While in the rear
game the eager pursuers. R

Evidentiy, tbe latter did et intend 9 let any
ehance slip, and a steady Gire wag kept Rp-

Hallo! that was a piece of My ear! 'a{ghsa
Jack Keene, reckiessly, ‘a§ OHe plece A
eame too near far comiert.

« There's a hole in my shiFt Big enppgf \3
e e s s tah hrGugE TR o
Youanger in the same BpiFit.

w Joase, Wyl itcua bes el l(!fgmllfége“&d
lows a specimen of ouF GWR dtylel aske
MeMillan. w
~ Don't be in haste: We May gswylf ;Jg'avﬂ
later on in a close smm!ti THES 18 ggﬁ e -

It may have been for them. BBt 'ﬂ\?ﬂ!
thas situated, Would have 99{:@ it anﬁ\‘lmn elag-

If the foe eowid ROt 8 10 8RBOL With ag ‘F%g
threy were 8heoLIRg URMEF €] rsugwéwmé WHE]
chance shot might BFIRg deal 1‘5}' mament

The horses of the band werg of ¢ h%&&- 4
usaal, Jesse Fode his famoye SiFec, 9 Er*i‘u
bad Jim Malone under Bis kneze, apd ¢ ? GHher
men had the steeds iFied in many a wild tace

On, on!

Proudiy the feet of the horses spurned the
ground, and the fugitives dashed into the dark-
ness like phantom horsemen. Weil must he ride
who would overtiaul the bandits of Missouri.

As they went the threatening storm gained
force. The lightoing flasimi oftener and more
vividly, the thunder rulled with deaper tone, and
the clouds closed iu more ominously.

* This thing will break in a few minutes,” re-
marked Frank.

“ And it will be a rushen.™

*“Wee are used to "

“Sure, hut you will remember the river is
near. It's a stream hard to ford, and we do mot
know it. What if we get caught at the pinch?
Hemmed in by the foe, we should go down like
ripe fruiit.”

“dom we tara?*

“ L see no way, 1 confess™

*TThen we must go ou as we are,” Jesse de-
cided.

Again the lightning flashed. As it bappened,
nearly every man was looking toward the west.
They would have been glad to go in that direc-
tion, but there were the hills, witli their cliffis—a
region as they well knew, where progress was
next to impossible for horses. They would have
been glad to go there, but it was out of the
question,

They must go on, though it drove them into
some trap at the river.

Crash!

It was a mighty peal of thunder, following an
unusally sharp exhibition of lightning, aud then
in its train came the rain. With a mighty sigh
of the wind the watery fivod broke upon them,
and even the hardy bandits turned their faces
away for the moment,

“THiis is a delugel” cried Cole Younger, rais-
ing his voice to a shout, to make it heard zbove
the wproar.

“Nathing but pleasure,” added Hobbs Kerry.

Jesse James shook his head. He did not hold
the same opinion. He was thinking of theriver,
As they went on the open land by the way de-
creased in width, aud the hills drew eloser, snd
the fact that these hills were 86 near aud &6
steep was proof enough that it weuld be the
work of hut a few minutes for them L6 sénd
their suddenly-formed streats dewn to swell
the regular river. 1If the ferd was always diffi:
eult, wQ.m would it be wilh the addition?

Fael

eraek!

The puisuers did not let the fact die out that
they were still in the fifiit. The vividnesa of ihe
lightning now encouraged them to try and wtils
ize its Hwshes as means of making aim eertain,
and the bullets flew occasionmillly, but the beating
of gtha rain tieally stopped that slegether:

n, on

li"nnk,“ called Jesse, “ we are nearing the

TIve

Yes."

* Gan we hope to cross?"

* What else can we dio?*

It would not do to turn and fGbne”

“ With all that force against us?”

" You are right. We must depend en our
heels.”
“ The river!" cried Jim Cummina, swddenly.
The river it was, rolling before them in awhile
seething Hiood, like the foam of an angry ocean.

CHAPTER IL
THE DEADLY FQRD.

INSTINCTIVELY the bandits pulled up their
horses. They were adventarous to the point of
ucter reckiessness, but for the moment that bil-
low of foam dismayed them.

The rain had done its work. It had added to
the natural supply of a swift stream until the
walers were rushing by at speed which made it
seem impossible to enter the flood and live o
€ome out.

“ulesse, can Wa make it?" shouted Frank

James,
The bandit king looked back at the an-coming
pursuers.
« We must™
“Cian any horse defy that force of mature®"
“ What elae ia there for us?
“ Nohiivg™
“Then our way i8 plaimn.
“The foe draws near,”
mins,
“ Forward " called Jesse, loudly.
Suiting the action to the word, he urged Sinog¢

»
cautioned Jim Cuwe

into the river. The gallant animal shrank from

went as directed.

* Three cheers, boys!” cried Jack Keene.

“Hureah! hurrah! eomsi!”

Loud on the air rang the shout; but it wns meg
one of coafidence—it was simply the defiance of
men who saw a great daoger and would wet
shrink from it.

A moment more and all the party were stimyg-
gling with the torrent.

it was the hour of triumph for the river, As
if it had received prey for which it had been
walting, it seized upon tlie borses and leshed
them with pitiless force. No animal eowld defy
that onslaught of Nature, and all were Worne
down stream, despite ihe afferts af the Fiders ¢6
preserve a direet eourse, and the equally des-
perate attempts of the steeds;

And while they were thus doing but little mere
than vo drift at right angles, the human foe ¢sme
nearer rapidly until they were on the very bank.

If they had aimed to sirike a little lower down
they would have had the bandits at their merey,
but this they had not thought to do. Now they
rode down Lo get the desired e¢hance,

Desperale was tile battle witli the waters, 2nd
the riders were dazed by the peril. Situated as
they were they cowld retuen no fire, and the
marksmen on the bank would have an overs
whelming advantage.

“sbesse, is this our last ride?” shouted Jim
Cummina.

“ No, mo!*

“‘We gain pothing.™

“ While we live we bave liope.”

80 have the foe.”

“ l_{.oep your grip on the rein and all will be

* What about the grip of the water?”

It waa not in weakness that Jim spoke, for no
one there was cooler than he, but he eould not
be blind to the danger, It threatemedi from a
double source, and death rode with the band
that night, indeed.

~“THwy are going to fire?”
Younger.
. ndl low, boys!" ordered Jasse,

It was all they couwld do, and each man bent
his head cloge to the neck of his herse.

“ Auybody it

It would have been hard to get an snswer.
The rough water had carried the men well apart;
and, except for tho fashing of the lighthing,
they could see but little of eaeh other. Nobod
was o to fall, however. It fiad beed a
narrow eseape all sarednd:

Jesse was watching the other bank almost
ceaselessly. If they could gaim it the sitweiion
would be reversed, and they wouldi he able f6
pay off the score, but it was a hard push.

They were past the regular ford, unless thay
had origimaily struck the river too high up, and
he knew not what would be the chances of effest-
ing a landing, if they could get out of the werst
of the torrent,

Despite ail their troubles they were gradually
nearing the desired point, for they kept their
horses headed in that directiom, and they still
hoy

shouted Cole

on.
So did the ememy.
Crack!
Crack!
There was no hegitation in that direction, The
fugillade went on, and bulleta did uot cease o fily.

Frank James had a Blight wound, but he dis-
regarded it and never wavered. It was ne GiWie
for weakness.

Suddenly a shout rose. Ed MeMillan had sse-
ceeded in making a footliold on the niher side:
His loud shouts of encouragement eame at jHst
the right time, and the bandits made fresh affoFts
to aid their almost diseouraged horses t6 pet (6
the polnt of safety. Beb mehgéﬁfr, 8, made
the bank, and Jis Cummins was not BN behind

All this the lightning revealed to the men an
the southerm bamk, and they renewedl their ef-
forts to drop some of the band. Neow they did
not have it all to themselves,

Ed, Bob and Jim opeved lire from their awn
location, and with telling accuraey. The fel-
lowers of Jesse James knew how to use rifles;
and it was proven now.

** Drive them back!” shoated Jim.

** Make every shot tell! added Ed.

*TRoke those who try to shoot,” swagested
Bob Younger.

Jesse, Frank and Clell landed, and elose after
them came all the rest. Then the aituation was
changed. No longer exposed to the wild néwd
and the hostile rifles the dead-shet hand longed
for satisfaetion, and pr it

A £ BBEY
i Gt Joat revengel shouted Jeass:

-=-
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- Bven “ np with the cowards who took s ia
the wa

“ Wnu:h for the pext fgsh.™

» Now?!"

* Fire!

It waa the first thing like a volley which the
bandita had beea abie to give, and it went with
telling directoess. Confusion followed asmong

foe, omd some of tirem fied
site bank to a plece of safety.
= Those wio remained did not seem apxijous to
rush forward.

* They are afraid of the ford," said Jim Cum-
min, scornfully.

* How about the influemce of the rifles? de-
manded Jack Keene, with his reckless laugh.

** Anyhow, they are stopped right where they

"

e

* Pay off the score!*

So ordered Jesse, and they Gid it as far ag
possible. They were angry at the advantage
which had besn taken of them, and their rifies
were used with effect until the foe concluded
tlny had seen enougth of it and withdrew.

4 Another round won,” remarked Frank,

“What are we to do now?' asked Cole

0 amm 1a not lettiag up any.”
N

“ Gonlound me if I like to travel in thig
tumult.”

“ What are the chances of our pursuers pase«
jng the ford to-night?” demasded Jesse, sud-
denly.

“ Not a man of them will do it.

In this opinion of Jim Cnmmwa’ all the party
coincided, and the leader then

« We will act on this belief, then,
ride somembat further, of course, but as 800m a8

utie: oqpo-

The unknown turned several different colors iu
auccessiom.

“ What do you mean?’ he asked, uneasily.

1 mean that if you don't stand there quietly
I will blow your bYrmins out! Is that plain
enough?”

i the trembling of the stranger was any eri-
terion, it did seem clear and emphatie.

What—wihat do you mean?’ he mattered.

*“ What are you doing here?

“ kaing——lhmbirlg for my cattle.”

“ Two-legged ones?”

“1 dom’t understand,

“ Now don't act the mnl, ror it will do you ne
good, You are here as a apy, and I know it.
Peraiat 1n youx Eléﬁ of ignoranee and you will be
ﬂqﬂlﬁﬂﬂ spy in & ﬂ“omar. “Mﬂk a elean bresst
of it, and You fay live te tell lies to your great-
i muﬂém Pasei

* Sir, I don’t see why you act 8o roughly —"

Jesse sprang forward and placed the revolver
to the head of the suspected spy.

“ Do you want to die?” he demanded.

All of the baud were now gathered about, and
the line of grim, acowling faces unnerved the in-
truder wholly.

“ Spare me! spare me!” he gasped.

n Will -you tell the tratht”

“ Why are yon here?*

i was looking for the James Boys."

** You have found them. What mow?

“Now I realize that [ am a fool,” was the
candid reply.

“ Trath is a jewal. Who sent you here?

“ The officers wlm chuad yoa last night?*

“ Where are

geems prudent we will hait in some
place and gee if we can rest until the rala is over.
It would be disagreeable riding inauch weather,
and if there is no need, we will not do jt.”

“ Your idea ia good.”

“ Of conrse we will get an early start, and be
out of the way ere youder gang can crosé and
overtake ns.”

Heading north, the command rode on. Their
way was throngh a hilly district, where they
often had considerable difficulty in meving atall,
and were glad when Jesse James announced
that, in his opinion, they could aflord to balt un-
til morning.

This they did in a sheltered place, and then
tbey camped down aud listened to tbe howling of
the storm.

* Jegse!" spoke Frank.

"ViPbarr

“ Who leada those fellows we have run up

againat?”

u Elther Carl Greene or Timberlake.”

“ Why?*

* The whole thing ia like them. No foray of
the citizens waa it, but a neat little plot which
would have gome well perhaps, bt for Cole
Yo sharp eyes.”

“1 believe you are right.”

“ Possibly we ahall see more of them, and I
would ot objeet to a brush, Unlesa we want to
£isk beifg fellewed om our trip, we may as well
fighit it out with them right hare.”

“ 8till, I say be up and off at daybredk."”

“ So do 1, bat. if it's one of our old foes, he
may have samaﬂung to say aboat in.”

The remainder of the night passed in quiet.
They gradually sabsided, and though the might
-au,wat and disagreeable, they were no langer
exposed to the beating of the elememts. They
bad taken tbe risk of all seeking sleep together,
anxious to be in good condition on the mor-
row, and this left the camp wilhonl any goard
after they onee suseumbed to slormber.

If they had but knowa it, this was mere reck:
lesa than they dreamed.

The gray dawa was just struggling inte ex-
istence, when something aroused Jesse Jamnes,
who was at the extreme edge of the camp. He
ith the feeling that something was wrong
ng net new to him since he took to alife

Wihat he saw did not deccease his fears.

He was face to face with a man who was a
straonger to the band.

This persom stood some four feet distant, and
looked almost as much surprised as was the
bandit king. Quickly the stranger moved to
draw a revolver, but Jease waa ahead of bhim.

“ "

The stranger found himss} looking into the
inuzzle of a six-shooter.

“ Hands ap!!” Jesse

We must “ Scattered al ng these hills, They think
you are likely in camp, and I am one of many
{ t was my to be the one
to fiimd yt
“ Wn It not Known that we ware In thie
grove?”
“No.”

“ How far away are the others?"

« | dow't know. They may be some distance,
or close at band. [ mlly know that three or four
are within call mow.”

“ Do you lntend to call?¥

“ No, no,

“ Who leads this force?”

“Y don't know.”

“ Carefully, sirr”

] speak the truth. I am not a reguiar mem-
ber of the party, but I live near here, and am one
of twenty mem they entisted from the farmers
around here. When [ was a boy my father al-
ways said I was a fool, and now [ knaw it.”

* Your father had horse-sense, anyhow. De-
scribe the leader of that party.”

“ There were five or 8ix who run things, and
I did not see which was chief. Very likely I did
not see him, for those I did see seemed equal in
authority. We thought them all detectives, and
obeyed whoever gave an order.”

“THeen they are all the while creeping on us?*

1 think sa.™

“Such being the m we will give them work
to do. Boys, to horze!™

The banditti hastened to prepare their eharg-
ers.

Thas far there was nothing to be seen of any
one else, bat the wild rider knew of old that their
best way was to go at orce. They would wot
e in the grove, and the only way to get out
was to make a dash and trest to luck. Quietly
and quickly they got their horses ready snd

awung into the saddle. Jesse looked at the
farmer. They eould not take bim. What was te
be donef”

+«Mister, [ suppese as soon as we start you
will yell Iar the detective force.” he observed.
“Not 1,” declared the farms
P ‘mat?*
w1 was a fool to momkey with the James
Boys, anghow, and I am done.”
Sure?

1 gm,”

*You may change your mimd.”

1 shatl mot.”

:“ g;-"you know what will happea if you do?*

«1 shaill return and kill yow.™

“If I am fool enougth to invite your hostility,
1 hope you will kill me. Small thanks I'll ever
get from the detective, and if I get your ill will,
you can ride along here any day and do me wp.
Depend upon it, T shall make you ne tronhle.”

“ We will take your word and let you live, bnt
remember that if yon sound the alarm you die.”

Jesse turned to his men. With a wave of his
hand he gtarted them, aud the band swept from
the greve, They struck a rapid pace from the

start, and went shosting away towards the
north like centaurs.
Another ride for life was on.

CHAPTER IIIL
WAR, LOVE AND FIRE.

For a few minates there was nothing to dis-
turb the flight of the band, but they were soon
shown that they were not to go without a man-
ifestation from their foea.

A shout arose from the trees to one side.

“ We are seen!” Frank excliimed.

Craek!

A bulm finatedl past them, narrowly imissimg
its aim, and then there was a fiutter all along
the valley. The searchers were very mueh seat-
tered—tao much so for combimed action, but not
for the uge of their rifles,

*“We have ridden into the the nry worst of
it!?” cried Jesse. **Miin is badl luek.

Their course was along a lowland, and on
either aide were the pursuers. They had an ad-
wirable chance, and it was improved to the wé-
Imu-t. From both banks came the leaden sa-
ute.

*The dogat” mattered Jim Cummins, “they
da not fAgit like men. FHere they are at their
ease, and they shoot as if we were but tarkeys
randy tor the killiog.”

“ What do you expect?”

* Lead,” waa the uply‘ with & reelless leagh.

“ We are geuing it.

“Are we going (o make & Aasaget”

Tt was & timely aunsuan he valley Adfrows
ed almost te a peint. If thare WDEE ﬂﬂ\fﬂléﬂ
there, they could snem wn'n mmm a s
of sueeess, and thel % ‘ \g SF
Vent et o (1 byt ma Fitles of the Bat

* Bat I see no one just there,” added JIIM,
when this fact waa presented to hia attention by
Frank,

“ It may be the most dangerous point of all"

“On, and try it!

A few rods more nud they were near the se-
lution of the question. Then the feply came
promptly. The bushes stifred, and there were
men viaible here and there, Plilhl¥ thers Rad
been an organized gathering to cut LHem 6ff:

. “ Whew! that looks hot!® admitted Cole

"Oumger.
* Let the first shat they tire be o signal for us
to shoot,” said Jesse, quickly, * Showt, and
sure you don’t iuiss. Unless we sverawe them
they will kill every one of us iu that narfew gap?”

Nearer to the erisls,

Crack!

Craek!

The storm burst, and bullets eut the élothing
of the wild riders. They did ot wall te allew
more accorate work. Jesae's ordiiE Werd famen:
bered, and up went the rifles of tha banditti;

Dead-shots were they, and this time they had
lafe at stake in the endeavor. True to the mark
8ped the lead, aud some of those whe had been
the most zealous to do them damage, drapped
by the way.

It was, howewer, a duel to the death, [of many
of the assailants were left, and they WeFa juat a8
eager as ever. Dowh ffoim ili8 banka Falned dhe
deadty hail, while up te the Fides flew the retufo

limrents of the outiaw BaRY:

It waa veritable waF.

Shot answared skt

“Can we pagst

Frank shouted the question as they neared the
narrowest part of the valley, anid Jasse raplied,
Wllln glittering eyes:

“ We pasa or go through the gﬂp vmh a de-
tective graveyard around Hs. Sha

Unwavering as the ridera were, It mld ﬂel be
denied that victory seemed moat likely te pereh
on the banners of the w%kiﬂihh Pattially
sheltered as they were, they Nad a ereat advan-
tage. A little b, fiFih werk 4ad it Wowld 4o
hard with the eutliws;

But the latter had been shooting with deialy
accuracy, and as each of theif eomrades fell,
assailantsy grew fainter of heart,

Tiiey had not come thers 6 thraw if8 away.

They wavered, hesitated, Broke and dld.

A man leaped o A FBdk AR FalFed hia véice
;e a ﬂmm whieh made it distiRet faF away, a8

Cowards, will

“ B:ck—hack to your poats!
Baek, and

yow run when yan are mest heeded?
figiit like men!”

The panic waa not cheeked, but the sight waa
a revelation to the hundlt% iten fiad ¢ they seen
this man. who stood on the reck, and theit own
faces lighted up as they new 166 ed.

“Carl Gresne!”
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It was, indeed, the urm detective Who had
been their Nemesis for year

Jack Keene threw np hig rlne and took a ahot
at the hold officer. Evidently he came close to
the target, for Carl turned quiekly and looked
bard at the band, but he leaped down from the
rock, appareatiy unharmed. He waa not to die
thus.

A few yards more and the party swept through
the neck of land and were safe on the oLher side.
A mocking laugh went baek to the etective,

* One more triumph for us,* nmarked Fronk.

* But Carl Greene 18 on our toagke™

“Do we fear him?"

#Yes."

* Nongense, Jesan™

“ Remember the work we have in haady It
a most untimely meeting with Carl. e kaave
may knock as out of getting What the wmaater
has in his car.”

** We will shake him offi.™* .

“ Do you remember how bard it ia te diop
Cacl Greene?

“ Well, we will tmy.”

Acting on tbis plan they rede hard, Evidently
the enemy found it hard to get in metion after
the summary lesson administered to them, and
they were so slow that by the time the bandita
bad gone ten miles they couid look back and see
a clear iele. If the pursuit was on it was bej
condected with stealth and cunning, rather than
haste.

Not until noen did the bandits pavse. By that
time they had a need which was not t9 be denied.
All were hungry, and they had net the means of
satisfying their hunger a8 they were. None of
them was disposed to let this want Femain &
gource of trouble, and, a8 they had ridden hard
and gone many miles since the lagt gign tom
the pursuers, it was decided that they ghould
stop at some farm-house and see if a good weal

eodld ba had for all.

Atjuil m nm ume they entered |and whie
proved to be that of & large plantation.
directions nmehsﬂ the premises, apd it W
evideatly once been a place Where % BPEFity
reigned, but something appeared @ haye gone
wrong with it.

Decay was visible everywhere, and the want
of care and of labor had tursed the Helds int

tucipient wastes.
still, they saw smoke Fising from | u Eﬁ\mg
of the honse, and they Fede FOrwar
was to be seen enl.slds the Bmlemgy. but whel
Jesse alighted and knocke m Qesr it wag
opened by a very eld comml
P Xaniy® e said, “np W o By & gose i

""En?f'i%iw ot i mwuuy
o oo on |e
g&wgc%n[

,l;;zxa;,w?? Sl

any are Out 10 Wy fem@ 3 % ee
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he el Gh@ 99 T Ry
-sﬂlgluecgfsgtvm w %mg gv%%?@s%?%ﬂ% he
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”"‘H the rest of Lha gong are like ber we shall

grand place. The passage of years had changed
all. The house was big and the furniture was
all in place, but it was almost ready to fall to
pieces with age, and an unwholesome air per-
vaded everything, such as will come Lo a bouse
long shut wp.
The negress led the way to a room on the seec-
ond floor and left them before a well-laden table.
“\My mistress will soon be here,” she an-
nounced, and went out.
**Jesse, this was a grand and rich room ity
years ago,” remarked Fraok, looking around.
1t was, surely.”
What has made it go to seed thus?*
Perhaps we can learn when the mistress
comes.”
“sIne mentioned no master.”
“No.”

* Wil ghe be like her house?*

“Hush! Some one comes!*

The door opened and a lady appeared. One
glance was enough to answer oue of the ques-
tions which was in their minds. She was like
her house—a monument of the past.

She seemed to be about sixty years old, and
far from gifted with good looks. She had with-
ered under the hand of time, and bade fair to
dr{!uu wholly if she was given time emough,

ler dress was of an antique pattern, and once
had been very rich aud expewsive. But time had
ruined it, except for a souvenir, and it gave the
bandits a etart whem this figure of antiquity
walked in. It wasas if a graveyard had yielded
its burden to help them get a dinner.

here was a shadow of melanchely on her face
and they thought ita custamary expression might
bave beem sad in the extreme, but now it bore

i eager look.

She advanced and gave each her hand in turn.

* Gentlemen,” she said, ** you are very wel-
come to my home.”

** Thank you, madam," replied Jesse.

* All 1 can do for you shall be done gladly.”

“ We hope we are not making you to0 much
trouble?”

* Trouble, when 1 bave waited forryouso long?
How can that be?”

‘«Have you walted for ue!

** I have waited for you!” replled the lady, with

®
E}

phasis.
* Then you expected us?™

* For twenty long yeaws!™

No mere explanation was needed. The Jnmu
Boys saw Lbat her reason was unbalanced, 8
they we aposed to deal with her anralully
nud make sure of the dinner.

“rHow wag that?” Jesse imguired.

It was long ago told to me by a wanderimg
gypsy that some day a gallant koight would
come along accompunied by his squice and his
archers. As soom as I saw you I knew you were
come.”

*That ia true,” answered Jesse, with a look at
the dinper.

* The darkness falla away and the light is
glorious,” added the poor old wreck, gaily. “Sit
by the festive board, sir knight, and et 49 eat,
drink and be merry. Ho, slever”

She raised her voice aud the old colored
woman entered.

Bring In the feast, and let come with it the
oldest and nchesc wines in my cellar. Behold,

flud dutbélves imiw Sha"

1t

the g haa comw, and now joy shall be

fiud: Nves! wind i
Théeohl wombnf mm/ baqkcqmuch soaner tlmn
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Ho, the good things of life! Marry,
hnt we will make merry aver the glad dsy™
A flosh rose to the cheeks of the worn-out
woman, and she seemed to be as happy as she
asserted. Jesse aud Frank did not like the sit-
uation. Reckiess outlaws though they were, the
condiition of one mentally affficted appealed to
all that was decent in their nature, and they
wished the dinner was eaten, and they well out
of the hause of decay.
Food and wine were 80on at hand, and the

repast began.

- Prithee, Sir Kaight, hast had a plesssnt
journey?” agked the hoatess,

“t All has gone well.

*thiilst experienca any trouble with the rab-
ber barons of the Rhine?”

“We did,” replied Jesse, “thot we clove the
bead of the barem from ehin to hip, and we
passed by with dry feet.™

“N\Manry! but thou hast the valor I was told
would be that of the gallant knight who would
come to me on the sumwmer’s dey.”

*v#¢hot next, now he ia come?” demanded
Fraok, blantly.

~sit. Catherine? but do we not wed on this
eve, 5lr Knight?” and she gave Jesde a telliing

e W/ed’f'
“ Ay, thon and me.*

Frank cowld not restrain his laaghter, bat he

managed to disguise it by pretending to choke
with his food.

1' 18 it to- nay"' asked Jesse, somewhat sheep-
ishly.

“ Ay, thig very day. Art remiy?"

“ He ary” replied Frank, mischievously,
1+ Pray, Sir Koight, forget not your faithful re-
alners iu this, the hour of your married bappi»
jess.”

+ Be sileutil®

* Ay, curb the covetous desires of your squire,
3ir Knight. Surely, mere guin of menies ought
not to vex this brutal day. Peace, squire, and
be satistied because you have that to eat at the
table of your mistress. Thow hast not deep in-
telligence or heuuty, thou shouldst keep silent
in this

It waa Jesses turn, and he kicked Frauk un-
der the table.

“ Peace, sirrah!” he ordered.

“I'm n3 mum as an oysten”

It was not just the language which an esquire
of thedays of chivalry wouid use, but Frank

wd ready to admit be was squelched.

All this while the two bandits were eating
with haste which no knight on his bridal day
would think of using, aud they were fast satisfy-
ing their hunger.

Suddanly the lady grew more serious.

know, Sir Koight, that thereis one
teat thon mnn undergo before thou canst hope
to ull me ine?”

" There
“Name lt," said Jesse, piling the food in

rapidiy.

*¢ Thou shalt know within the half-hour. Pray
excuse me, and the riddle shall soon be solved.”

She le(t tne room. Frank begam to shake
with

' 8o lhe hnnd will lose its leader!” he mur-

mured.

* Huatnt*

* Jesse James a8 a married man and a kmight
is good."

* We ought to have the rabber barom bere,
t00.” Of course that is Carl Greeme.”

* He may come sooner than you wish, Hast-
en your feeding, Frank, for we want to be up
and doing. This crazy womam may take some
notien nat to our iikiug.*

** She is to be pllled, Jeage.*

“ 8he is, surely.

“ Well, well, we wnll eat, pay her well and get
out like decent menm.

*¢ Thig room is ot

* 8he closed the door.”

“ And the windows are all closed, too."

* Open tirem””

** Oh! she will saon return, and then we can
get more air. Besides, | am done eating, and
we will frame some excuse and get off ou the
road. I bad rather fight robber barons than this
poor wreck of wamanitood.”

" What is that odor?"
ke.”

** Probably outside somewhere.™

“ But it is not. IUa drifting into the room

through aome crevice. Where ia the woman? It

her house gets on fire it will go like timder.”

*S3ep! the timmes show mrath the walls!”

Jesse leaped up, went to the door and tried 1o

apen it. It was fastened—they were shat in, and

the house waa an five!

CHAPTER V.
DEADLY FOES IN A DEN OF FIRE.

JESSE poundsed om the door.

“+Hallo!” he ahauted, v we are on fire here?

Somewhere beyond the doer a laugh sounded
wildly.

reak down the door, Jesse!" cried Frank.

Jesse threw himgelf imgt it, but found it
like iron, so heavy and well-seagoned was the
material.

v<Smash the window!" he directed, *aandl call
the men. They will hear if they are on the other
side of the house, and from the opposite side of
this daor it cam be opened easily.”

Frank started for the windows, but, aa he did
80, there were two deep clangs and the room be-
came very dark. The windows had been shut in
somehow. He raised oue of the sashes and found
an iron shutter beyond it, firmly secured. In-
vestigation proved the second one to be the
same. There was no paassing there, apd n6
ehanee to sound an slarm.

“@an it be that we are trapped by Carl
Greeme!' cried Frank.

The comtinuation and condiusion of this

;‘mry can be found in DETECTIVE LIBRARY
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